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In Central Asia, the water sector for DFID continues to be seen as a priority, at both the regional and national level. 

Kyrgyzstan

DFID support (£4.3M) to the water sector is provided through the Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Project jointly with the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank. When complete at the end of 2008, these projects will provide improved water supply systems for about one million people, one third of the rural population in the Kyrgyz Republic. 

Under the DFID and WB funded project, a total of 173 Community Drinking Water User Unions covering 205 villages have been established, registered and are managing their own water supply systems. A water sector strategy was developed in June 2007, with DFID support, and will be approved by the government shortly. It will govern sector policy and establish one sector co-ordination mechanism to improve effectiveness of investments and support.

Future DFID support for the sector from 2009 is under consideration, this would be through co-financing arrangements with other donors, improving harmonisation and co-ordination. A decision on DFID’s continued support to the sector will be taken in early 2008.

Tajikistan 

Tajikistan has the largest proportion of water resources in the Central Asia region, yet it has the lowest levels of access to safe drinking water. The MDG for water is off track. Water is seen as a key priority in the National Development Strategy (NDS) and the Poverty Reduction Strategy. But donor funds allocated to water supply and sanitation are limited. In response DFID is exploring opportunities scaling up engagement and is identifying entry points for working in the sector, jointly with the Asian Development Bank and Swiss Development Co-operation.

DFID is improving water supply as part its on-going projects. Under the UNDP Zarafshan Development Initiative, over 10% of the population (36,000) in the poorest valley in the country have now have access to safe water. Over 97,000 people have benefited from the recent installation of 30 water pumps and networks under the National Social Investment Fund of Tajikistan (NSIFT).jointly funded by DFID and the World Bank.

Options for DFID support to the sector are under consideration, this would be through co-financing arrangements with other donors, improving harmonisation and co-ordination. A decision on DFID’s support to the water sector will be taken in early 2008.

Armenia 

Armenia has shown good progress in terms of access to water, particularly in urban areas. Armenia’s water sector financing strategy has been successfully completed with DFID’s support. This has provided a good basis for improved donor co-ordination and more effective financing of the sector.

Moldova 

The Moldovan National MDG report states that more than half of the population do not have sufficient access to water and sanitation. Urban and rural water access is decreasing due a serious state of disrepair and lack of investment in maintenance. Under the EU Water Initiative, with DFID co-financing through the EU Finance Working Group, Moldova has developed a coherent national water sector financing strategy and improved donor co-ordination in the sector.
EBRD

DFID has also contributed £5.5 million to the EBRD Early Transition Countries (ETC) multi-donor trust fund, which has contributed to improving municipal water supply in Georgia and Tajikistan.

