EU WATER INITIATIVE  - RESEARCH COMPONENT

Working Group Session (Brussels, 17th January 2005)
Minutes of Meeting
Following an invitation by the European Commission’s DG Research
, the Working Group of the Research Component of the EU Water Initiative (EUWI/RC_WG) was summoned in Brussels on 17/01/2005, to discuss various issues related to activities envisaged for 2005, also in anticipation of feedback to the EU Water Initiative Steering Group which was planned for the 18/01/2005. Participation extended to representatives from Austria, Finland, France and UK
 and Commission staff from DG Research and DG Environment.  

The morning session was dedicated to information on the state of affairs of the EUWI/RC, comments on working documents (ToRs, Progress Report) and discussions on the future perspectives of the Research Component. The afternoon session was mostly dedicated to discussions on the 2005 Draft Work Programme. 
During the morning session, DG Research provided information on FP funded projects of relevance to the Research Component and other EU WI Working Groups as well as actions in support of the latter. It was also mentioned that the EU Water Initiative shall remain a focal topic within the remaining Call for Proposals of the 6th FP. An issue emphasized was that, it might appear to the wider public, the Community research Framework Programme (FP) is the main contributor
 to the EU Water Initiative; such a perception should be addressed given the significant actions of EU MS in this area and key contribution by EU MS to the Research Component. Though the FP is by definition a platform integrating the aspirations, funding and efforts of stakeholders from all EU MS, there is a need to clarify that the FP covers only part of the scope of the Research Component. In this sense, also consultation with stakeholders from developing countries, outside FP funded projects, needs reinforcement, in order to propose strategies for addressing barriers and difficulties thereof. First steps have been taken through initial dialogue with AMCOW, invitation of stakeholders from developing countries to various events and emphasis on dialogues through FP projects at local levels. At the level of European co-ordination the first steps are being undertaken with the decision of a number of EU MS to initiate an ERA-Net process (details below).
The draft ToRs have been approved by the WG members; the major comment expressed by various participants was the need to emphasize more the longer-term perspective and commitment towards the 2015 milestone. DG Research mentioned that one of the important matters included in the ToRs, and which deserves an urgent resolution, is the designation of active members and of a steering group to overview the implementation of the work programme. The Progress Report (Nov. 2004) has been also approved, with the suggestion by participants that future reports shall encapsulate the political commitment of participating actors/stakeholders and shall aim at leveraging the participation of more actors/stakeholders and the channelling of additional resources to the Research Component. DG Research explained that further comments would be welcome.
The UK representative provided brief presentations on two new projects of relevance to the Research Component funded though Call for Proposals of the 6th Community Framework Programme
. These were:
· The ERA-Net
 Specific Support Action with the initial participation of Austria, Finland and UK (DFID coordinator), which shall aim at promoting the coordination of EU MS in the are of international water research and prepare the submission of a proposal for an ERA-Net Co-ordination Action.
· The Specific Support Action
 entitled ‘African Water’ (HR Wallingford, UK Co-ordinator), which aims at promoting the participation of African research communities to the Community Research Framework Programme as well as other European bilateral research programmes in the area of water resources management. With regard to this project FR mentioned the on-going FAO/IPTRID work on virtual knowledge centres and the need to consider collaboration.
DG Research announced the intention to proceed with a desk review exercise of major research projects by a panel of high level experts, in order to draw additional lessons with regard to the reinforcement of impact. The results of this review could be available before/during the 4th World Water Forum (Mexico, 2006). This action shall be reflected in the revised 2005 Work Programme.

The WG members have acknowledged the potential offered by the EU WI Common Information System (CIS), and agreed on the need to initiate its intensive use in order to enhance outreach and enhance the participation of stakeholders in partner countries. The Austria representative explained the various capabilities offered by EU WI CIS and commented on the need to enlarge the base of stakeholders providing information, as well as being attentive to the way such information is structured and assessed with regard to its relevance and usefulness. The Finish representative emphasized on the need to start with simple straightforward actions and information packages and expand gradually according to expressed needs. In addition, it has been agreed that in conformity with the ToRs all related WG documents shall be made publicly available and subject to open consultation.
With regard to the potential presence of the Research Component in the Stockholm International Water Week, DG Research suggested that an initial idea could be the presentation of collaborative actions among FP, and potentially EU MS water research projects in support of the EU Water Initiative. Further discussions shall take place among WG members to this effect.
With regard to the proposed draft 2005 Work Programme, one of the key issues discussed was that of the intention of WG members, beyond DG Research staff to assume the role of liaison with Geographical/Thematic WGs. Finland has expressed its intention to contemplate such a role with regard to EECCA WG, due to existing involvement with UNECA/transboundary projects in the region. UK has expressed a similar intention with regard to the Finance WG. DG Research shall continue to the extent possible to follow other groups and in particular the Africa/Watsan WG, the Mediterranean and Latin America WG though in the medium term it would be desirable if EU MS assume such role. Finally France was requested to consider the possibility of assuming such a role with regard to the Africa IWRM WG. Work related to the Common Information System shall be closely coordinated with Austria, which provides funding and administers the system up to the end of 2005.
· 
· 
· 


Follow-up Activities


· Feedback (by 14/02/2005) on the assumption of liaison role between the EU/WI_RC and other working groups and with regard to additional comments on the Draft ToRs and Progress Report. (Action: All)
· Communication to the other working groups to ensure that research/knowledge management issues are adequately reflected in the planned Country Dialogues (Watsan) and the plans under development on the pilot river basins. (Action: DG Research)
· Clarification of tele-working modalities, with emphasis on widening the stakeholder consultation base, through the EU WI CIS with the assistance of Austria (Feb/Mar).
· Initiate discussions with regard to the presence of the Research Component at Stockholm. (Action: DG Research).
Next Meeting
According to the 2005 Work Programme, a Research Component meeting shall take place in Brussels in June 2005, to review progress of the 2005 Work Programme .
� Chair of the Working Group


� See attendance list


� Notwithstanding the fact of a significant portfolio of water related research funded through various actions by EU MS.


� These new actions are in addition to various projects already under implementation and others expected to be funded in the following months, currently under negotiation between the Commission and successful applicant consortia.


� For more infor on ERA-Net, see: � HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/fp6/coordination/era-net_en.html" ��http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/fp6/coordination/era-net_en.html�


� For more infor on Specific Support Actions, see: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cordis.lu/fp6/instr_ssa.htm" ��http://www.cordis.lu/fp6/instr_ssa.htm�





� While the concept of environment protection could be considered  as implicit in all water related aspects the relation/synergy between research activities and co-operation for development is still not clearly underlined and sometimes not well understood. Actually a lot of develoment co-operation activities include a research component (that's why the importance of Research in the EUWI) which could be important to make explicit in order to build up complementarity and synergies to be developped through a better mutual focus between research and development programmes dedicated to Third Countries 
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