DAKAR STATEMENT

ACTIONS & COMMITTMENTS
The Global WASH Forum jointly hosted by the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council and the Government of Senegal while adopting the Dakar Statement  

· recognises water, sanitation and hygiene as the cornerstones of public health and a basic component of ensuring environmental sustainability

· endorses gender sensitive, people-centred approaches as non-negotiable for achieving the WASH Millennium Development Goals,

· endorses the new initiatives of African Ministers Initiative on WASH (AMIWASH) and Women leaders for WASH 

· calls upon the Collaborative Council to be the advocate for Hygiene and Sanitation and to add  ‘Hygiene’ in its name and logo

· places  emphasis on  the following for accelerating action in meeting the Millennium Development Goals,

· placing people at the centre at all levels of planning, implementation and monitoring of all water, sanitation and hygiene programmes,

· recognising  gender issues while planning, implementing and monitoring water, sanitation and hygiene programmes,

· developing local MDG targets and action plans for better targeting and monitoring national efforts in reaching the goals,

· developing strategies to meet the interests of the poor and marginalised groups present in both rural and urban environments,

· creating capacity by better coordination ,cooperation and coalition between the multi-stakeholders in the field notably local government, civil society and private sector,

· promoting and implementing Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) through community level management of  water environment  for its protection and to ensure sustainability,

· integrating sanitation into strategies for Integrated Water Resource Management  

· developing a holistic environmentally sustainable approach to sanitation especially in urban areas including the safe disposal of wastes from septic tanks, latrines and from all drains and sewers. 
· Improving planning and management systems on sanitation  to prevent severe pollution of the water environment endangering life, health and adversely affecting the economy,
· building on advocacy and communication for sustainable sanitation and hygiene,

· changing from subsidy-led top down approach to a demand-based, community-centred, total sanitation programmes, 

· educating children and youth, through school sanitation and hygiene awareness programme both as part of the formal curriculum and also through informal channels, 

· placing local government at the centre of WASH initiatives and building capacity and providing them  the resources to fulfil its responsibility for providing sustainable water and sanitation services,

· decentralising implementation to local bodies for cost efficiency accountability and transparency

· demonstrating to financing institutions the cost-effectiveness and economic benefit of investments in water, sanitation and hygiene promotion,

· targeting resources, including cross-subsidies, specifically to poor and unserved people, mindful of their concentration both in rural areas and slum settlements,

· leveraging non public resources (community and private sector) to supplement the budgetary and public resources,

· creating a framework for private sector participation and for mobilisation of micro credit for water supply and sanitation,

· improving information and reporting systems and making service providers accountable to the users.

The participants of the Forum urge all national and local governments, coalition partners and all striving to meet the targets on MDGs relating to water and sanitation to include the action points and commitments in their programmes.

