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Dakar Statement 

We, the 500 people meeting here in Dakar for the First Global WASH Forum, 

managed by the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council and hosted by the Government of Senegal, 

encouraged by the resolve of the international community at the World Summit on Sustainable Development to implement practical actions to achieve the Millennium Development Goals on water, sanitation, and human settlements and by the decision of the Commission on Sustainable Development to focus on these issues as a priority,

· confirm our unswerving commitment to water, sanitation and hygiene as human rights and as vital components of sustainable human development,

· believe that the global Millennium Development Goal targets for water and sanitation are achievable, through special efforts on sanitation and in Africa,

· reaffirm the need to create genuine political will at the national and local levels to translate rhetoric into action

· assert that the MDGs must form the basis both for national Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper(PRSP) processes and WASH roadmaps and for international support through aid, trade reform and cancellation of the unpayable debts of the world’s poorest countries,

·  endorse the celebration of a Sanitation and Hygiene Week from March 15 through  March 21 as an action oriented programme, leading into the World Water Day 

· draw particular attention to the following practical actions that are already being done at the household, local and national level and must be scaled up to attain the global targets:

· supporting households and families who are the primary decision-makers about their own water sanitation and hygiene,

· recognising the human development roles of both women and men, and empowering and involving women at all levels from the community to technical, managerial, policy and leadership roles,

· targeting resources, including cross-subsidies, specifically to poor and unserved people, mindful of their concentration both in rural areas and slum settlements and of the difficulties that they often face in making their demands heard,

· monitoring water and sanitation services against demographic data to identify and serve the neediest people,

· combining the strengths of communities, civil society, government and regulated private sector organisations by working together in coalitions of all sorts ,

· supporting small-scale private enterprises to supply at affordable prices the sanitation and water services that people actually want,

· demonstrating to financing institutions the cost-effectiveness and economic benefit of investments in water, sanitation and hygiene promotion,

· improving financial transparency and making better use of all existing sources of finance, while also pressing for more and faster external financial support,

· giving local government the resources to fulfil its responsibility for providing sustainable water and sanitation services,

· identifying a focal point for sanitation and hygiene in each country,

· changing from subsidy-led to demand-based, sanitation programmes, 

· educating and supporting children and youth, both in schools and through formal and informal marketing techniques, about sanitation and hygiene behaviour such as handwashing,

· reducing costs through using more appropriate and cheaper technologies, especially relating to groundwater abstraction by wells or boreholes,

· ensuring sustainable services through improved operation and maintenance, using water efficiently, reducing wastage, protecting the natural environment and solving the special problems of, for example, small islands and arid zones,

· ensuring sustainable services through community based management models of water, wastewater and solid waste

· continuing innovative technical work in, for example, rainwater harvesting, household water treatment, solar disinfection, arsenic and fluoride mitigation, waste water re-use, ecological sanitation, sludge management,  and solid waste management,

· using resource centres, networks and national WASH coalitions and the media to share our existing knowledge and build capacity of local actors,

We WASH partners urge world leaders, national governments, media and all other relevant organisations to unite in these actions from local to global levels and to accelerate their work in water, sanitation and hygiene. Together we can achieve the MDGs and aim for a world in which every person has safe water and adequate sanitation and hygiene.

The Dakar Statement adopted by the Global WASH Forum is to be read with the Action and Commitment Document and the roadmap which details out the steps for accelerated action to meet the Millennium Development Goals

