EU Water Initiative seminars held in the framework of the World Water Week in Stockholm were in many ways successful. 

In a spirit of openness and transparency, they allowed to inform EUWI partners on the latest developments at horizontal and regional level. 

In a spirit of partnership, they allowed to engage in a dialogue with EUWI partners on the development and implementation of the Initiative at regional level on the basis of an interactive and methodical stocktaking of progress made to date. Achievements, shortcomings and bottlenecks were identified with a view to improving delivery on the EUWI objectives.  Key conclusions reached during the Multistakeholder Forum of the Initiative pointed to the need for: 
· A greater focus on co-ordination of existing assistance

· Enhanced cross fertilisation between the different components (whether regional or cross-cutting) of the Initiative and other relevant processes (such as lessons learned from the experience of the EU Water Framework Directive);

· A stronger involvement of stakeholders in the regional components;

· Greater political ownership and leadership from partner countries and regions;

· Moving the emphasis from the political level to national action;

· Fuller involvement of all ministerial sectors concerned by water management.
In Stockholm the EUWI also successfully launched its web-based Communication and Information portal (EUWI-CIS) www.euwi.net at a special event attended by over 170 participants. The EUWI-CIS will be key to fostering transparency and dynamism in the further development of the Initiative. Five representatives from all major stakeholder groups involved in the Intiative (Ms Irene Freudenschuss-Reichl from the Austrian Development Cooperation, which supports the establishment and further development of the EUWI-CIS; Ms Margaret Catley-Carlson, Global Water Partnership; Mr Jean-Pierre Elong-Mbassi, African Municipal  Development Partnership; Mr William J. Cosgrove, World Water Council, and Mr Hugo van Meijenfeldt; EU Presidency, Netherlands) expressed their full support to the EUWI-CIS, highlighting the truly multi-stakeholder approach of the Initiative.
In a spirit of dialogue, three technical seminars focused on cross-fertilisation between the different components of the EUWI on the issues of research, local stakeholder involvement and potential exchanges between the EU Water Initiative and EU Water Framework Directive processes. As regards the Multistakeholder Forum, it gathered from all segments of society – government, civil society, operators etc – from Europe and from all geographical components of the Initiative. This opportunity was seized to initiate dialogue between actors in the different regions to stimulate interaction between the components. A particular emphasis was placed on exchanging good practices and discussing positive, replicable experiences; and on developing the EUWI in a coherent and harmonised fashion.
Finally, several working group meetings – on Africa/Integrated Water Resources Management; Eastern Europe Caucasus Central Asia; Finance – were held during the week, to discuss with partners concerned the concrete development of the Initiative. 
The European Commission, which hosts the Secretariat of the Initiative, would like to express its gratitude to all participants for their enthusiasm and commitment to the Initiative which contributed to stimulating discussions whose outcomes will usefully feed into the reflection on future priority actions, notably in the context of the preparation of the 2005 annual work programme of the EU Water Initiative.  
