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STEERING GROUP MEMBERSHIP 
1. The EUWI Organisational framework and modalities provides that the SG includes

a. MS  who actively show interest in the EUWI

b. The European Commission

c. The EIB

d. Chairs and co-chairs of WG

e. CSO representatives (3)
f. Water operator representatives (3)
g. European third countries (Switzerland/Norway) who actively show interest in the development of the EUWI

h. Invitees from donors (other than EU Member States – e.g. Canada) and funding institutions (World Bank, African Development Bank etc) with an interest and active commitment in water development and management – on case by case basis depending on the agenda. Presence at one meeting would not make invitees members of the EUWI SG.    

2. The above framework was endorsed by EUWI partners at the MStF on 15 June 2004. As stipulated in the minutes of this meeting, some partners pointed out then that “the current distribution of CSO representatives in the MStF [did] not cover all the types of CSOs active in the water sector, and three nominates in the EUWI-SG [was] not enough to cover all the diversity of these CSOs.”  It was therefore agreed that “changes to the membership [of the SG] should be “consider[ed]” “over the forthcoming year” and that “EUWI-SG membership [would] be renewed each year.”
3. As a follow-up to the June MStF, a workshop on local stakeholder participation in the EUWI was organised in the framework of the 2004 MStF held in Stockholm in August 2004. The rationale for the organisation of the workshop was to establish a wider “EUWI stakeholder network”, including representatives and partners not involved in the EUWI to date, with a view to contributing to the improvement of the functioning of the EUWI and strengthening its participatory approach. Key conclusions of the workshop were that it was “crucial to involve local civil society actors – otherwise EUWI will fail” and that “local authorities have a unique role at the centre of water supplies, sanitation and water management.”

4. In light of the above conclusions the issue of SG membership in general and of the involvement of local authorities in particular was raised in the first meeting of the SG on 19 October. As per the minutes of this meeting, SG members “recognised the need to include local government representation in the EUWI WGs. Umbrella organisations such as ICLEI could also contribute usefully at the Steering Group level”. It was therefore agreed that “inclusion of local government representatives may be considered for 2005”. The proposed way forward was that the “Secretariat […] prepare a discussion paper on SG membership to be presented to the next SG meeting”. This note is a response to this request and formulates suggestions as to possible changes to EUWI SG to be agreed for the next annual cycle (2005-2006).
5. As regards MS and third country representation, it is proposed to review the situation in August 2005 based on actual involvement in the preceding annual cycle (August 2004-August 2005). This review should lead to ending membership of MS that were initially designated as eligible EUWI SG members based on their involvement or stated commitments to be involved but have failed to “actively show interest in the EUWI” in 2004-2005, as evidenced by their participation in SG or WG meetings and EUWI field activities or in other ways.

6. As regards local government representatives and in light of the outcome of the August 2004 workshop on local stakeholder involvement in the EUWI, it is proposed to:

a. Expand EUWI SG membership to include 2 representatives from local government in 2005-2006, to be identified from umbrella organisations such as ICLEI and UCLG (United Cities and Local Governments). Representation of these organisations on the SG would be based on their commitment to mobilise their networks for active involvement in EUWI WG. 
b. Invite WG leaders to advise on current local government participation, actively seek and support local government involvement in regional and cross-cutting WGs and report to  EUWI SG on progress made
7. As regards civil society representatives on the SG, the SG of 19 October underscored the fact that “only a few countries [were] represented through NGOs involved in the EUWI” and that “the geographical scope [had] to be expanded.” EUWI SG CSO members and alternates are therefore invited to:

a. Engage in an active dialogue with the broader EU CSO community to seek the mobilisation of CSOs from countries beyond UK and France with a view to proposing a better geographical balance in CSO appointments to the EUWI SG for the period 2005-2006.
b. Play an active role in mobilising their local partners at WG level

8. As regards water operator representatives on the SG, it is suggested that:
a. Eureau, in its capacity of European union of national associations of water suppliers and waste water supplies, play an active role in mobilising other water operator (in particular those in the public sector) to become involved in EUWI WGs. 
b. All water operator SG members and alternates play an active role in mobilising their local partners at WG level
9. Finally, as regards other representatives, it is suggested that UN-Water be invited to participate in EUWI SG meetings as an observer to optimise cooperation and interaction with the UN system.
10. More generally, the EUWI SG is invited to agree upon the need to strengthen local stakeholder involvement at WG level through:

a. Seeking and supporting further engagement from local stakeholders – e.g. government, operators and CSOs

b. Developing an active policy of funding local stakeholder participation in WG meetings

c. Progressively bringing the EUWI to the regional level by holding WG outside the EU to raise awareness on the EUWI and facilitate local stakeholder involvement in the process.
