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Good morning

I would like to thank the organizers of Multi-Stakeholders Forum for giving me possibility to participate in this event and express the opinion of a representative of the civil society organizations from ECCAA countries. I am from Ukrainian environmental NGO “MAMA-86” which was founded 15 years ago and already 8 years is dealing with water issue which is one of the our core activities. 
Since 2002 MAMA-86 together with other NGOs of the region is monitoring the development of EU Water Initiative and trying to be involved in EECCA component making process. It has to be stressed that from the beginning of this process NGOs representatives have the access to the information and possibilities to participate in all regional high level meetings, consultations and “building blocks” preparation. Based on own experience and knowledge about the local and national water problems in the region NGOs made their contribution into the EECCA component development process and demonstrated the potential and will to be an actor of the EU WI in the region. 
Since the announcement about the EU Water Initiative launching eco-NGOs accepted it with interest and readiness to work on water resources development and improvement of the access to safe water and proper sanitation. 

The conditions for creation of the NGOs’ feeling of ownership or responsibility for the EECCA component of EU WI were developed due to active involvement of national and local NGOs into the process. The development of public information and participation mechanisms in the framework EU WI is based on implementation of the Arhus Convention principals and norms. This process was started actively in 2003-2004, in that time NGOs of EECCA region regularly received the information about EU WI development and other water related news. 
At present time there is not visible steps forward the further development of communications with NGOs on the key issues like regional work program, implementation of the building blocks, prepared by NGOs; raising funds, which will be available for different stakeholders, especially to support the NGOs, women, youth or communities initiatives and partnerships on water and sanitation, river basin management, rational usage and protection of water resources. 
Now when the major focus of EU WI action will be on developing policy dialogue at country level, the question is about public informing and involvement of concerned stakeholders into this dialogue. The mechanisms of Annual regional high level meetings, MSF and meetings of Regional Working group have to be added by adequate instruments of stakeholder participation in the country dialogue. 
NGOs still have big expectations on the EU WI. They continue work on public awareness raising on water problems and IWRM, on development of multi-stakeholder approach for sustainable water resource management at river basin level. NGOs make their contribution into achievement of MDGs on water and sanitation at local level by developing the NGOs cooperation based on exchange of information and experience on water problems and solutions, by facilitating the multi-stakeholder debates on the issue and developing the partnership with national and local authorities, business and science for implementation of the efficient, community affordable and environmentally friendly technical solutions. There are many examples of NGOs collaboration, which have to be supported and developed in the framework of EU WI. One of them is long –term partnership of MAMA-86 with Women in Europe for a Common Future (WECF) on drinking water problem. In 2000-2003 we worked on “Clean drinking water for democracy building in Ukraine” and since November 2003 we are implementing the “Cooperation for sustainable rural development: water supply, eco-sanitation and organic agriculture” project. These two projects funded by MATRA Program of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands. We highly appreciate this financial support of MATRA Program which gives us substantial support and resources to be able to continue our water campaign. 
In the framework of the ongoing project it shows how cooperation between partner NGOs and science can be mobilized the local authority and community to solve drinking water and sanitation problems. Due to this cooperation MAMA-86 and WECF with eco-san experts from Hamburg Technical University, Department of Industrial and Municipal Wastewater management the first eco-san toilet was build for the rural school. 
In August 2005 MAMA-86 in cooperation with WECF organized the first skills share on solving the drinking water and sanitation problems for the representatives of women NGOs from Armenia and Uzbekistan. Capacity building of civil society organizations, including eco NGOs, women and youth organizations on water and sanitation and water resource management is one of the urgent need in the ECCAA region and the resources have to be allocated for this activity. 
Other example of the multi-sectoral cooperation between women organizations, dealing with water problems can be “Water for Women-Women for Water” (WfWfW) partnership, which is aimed on support of the women organizations cooperation and women grass root initiative on water in the world. In March 2005 the working conference “Water for Women” took place in the Netherlands. More then 100 representatives of women water initiatives, NGOs from different countries met together to discuss the water and sanitation problems in different parts of the World. Representatives of 8 women grass root initiatives from Africa, Asia, Latin America and East Europe countries hade the possibility to discuss their local water problems and the available solutions with the Dutch water experts. During 2 days of fruitful discussions 8 framework for the project proposals were developed in details. The main nowadays problem is fundraising for implementation of these women water initiatives. 
Cooperation of NGOs, especially women organizations is a moving force of the achievement of MDGs on water and sanitation. This kind of cooperation has to be supported by EU WI.

