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STOCKHOLM AS A POTENTIAL VENUE FOR THE NEXT ANNUAL MSF
1. The Stockholm Water Week (SWW) is probably the most comprehensive and well attended conference on water taking place on a regular annual basis. It is a meeting place for scientists and practitioners working with water and hence a venue for dialogue and cross-fertilization between theory and practice. This year it was attended by some 1,300 participants.
2. Through various sources the Swedish government subsidizes the SWW generously. The total value of those subsidies would add up to at least €250,000, which was used this year i.a. to enable some 150 participants from developing countries to attend.
3. The annual EUWI Multi-Stakeholder Forum (MStF) took place on 15 August 2004, the first day of the SWW. A number of other EUWI-related meetings also took place during the SWW benefiting from the presence of many stakeholders, e.g. the Africa/IWRM, EECCA and finance working groups.
4. There are four main advantages of holding the MStF in conjunction with the SWW:

a. SIWI’s commitment to covering participation costs for a number of EUWI partners from developing countries (7 participants funded in 2003 and 2004; indications that a similar commitment will be made in 2005) is an essential contribution to the partnership approach of the EUWI
b. Participation in the SWW of about 150 participants from developing countries makes it an attractive event for the EUWI to further sensitize partners and disseminate EUWI principles
c. Besides EUWI activities as such, the SWW offers very valuable opportunities for active networking on key international processes (CSD, WWF, G8 etc)

d. Meeting in Stockholm allows for enhanced visibility for the EUWI given the prestige and attendance of the SWW. It is an opportunity to reach out to the many water professionals who are present for this occasion and hence get good attendance and more importantly promote awareness of the EUWI
5. There are three main disadvantages of holding the MStF in conjunction with the SWW:

a. The timing of the SWW in August  - when all Europeans except Scandinavians are on vacation
b. The timing of EUWI events during the SWW – MStF held Sunday 15 August this year! – makes it very difficult to attract EU government representatives

c. The cost, principally the registration fees (since other costs can be considered neutral relative to other conceivable venues for the MStF).
6. The SWW organizers have advised that in 2005 the SWW would commence on 21 August, i.e. one week later than this year, and that participants to the MSF will be able to register free of charge. They have also assured that the MSF next year will not be held on a Sunday before many participants have even arrived. They will be able to confirm the Swedish government subsidy to EUWI partners from developing countries only after approval of the budget in November. However, there are indications that this will be maintained. 
7. Based on the above information on advantages and disadvantages of holding the MStF during the SWW,  the Steering Group is asked to decide whether or not to avail of the 2005 SWW for the EUWI MSF. Should the decision be positive, it will be subject to confirmation by the organizers that a budget will be available commensurate to that of 2004.
