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CSD13

1. EU preparations for CSD13 (to be held next spring in New York) have started in Council under the lead of the Dutch presidency. The Council Working Party on International Environmental Issues (WPIEI) is leading this work. However, in light of the importance of involving both environment and development ministries in the CSD process, the Netherlands is seeking close co-ordination on CSD13 between the WPIEI and the Development Working Party (CoDev). CSD13 preparations were therefore discussed in CoDev on 16 September. WPIEI discussed CSD13 on 1 October. Further meetings of the WPIEI/CSD13 are scheduled for 10 and 26 November and 14 December. 
2. The Dutch Presidency will also organise a one-day stakeholder conference to prepare for CSD13 on 13 December 2004, to be held back-to-back with the WPIEI meeting scheduled for 14 December. This conference will be aimed at gathering representatives of EU MS and major groups to discuss objectives to be reached at CSD13.
3. The Presidency set up three virtual expert groups to present submit inputs to prepare the EU’s input to CSD13. UK is leading on sanitation; the Commission on water and Finland on human settlements. The idea is to work electronically within the expert groups before having the papers discussed and finalised at WPIEI. 

4. CSD13’s main focus will be to identify concrete policy recommen​dations on preferred actions, as well as possible contributions from all actors, notably based on the outcome of discussions held at CSD12.  
5. CSD13 will be an important milestone for the international water agenda in general (last of a series of high level UN meetings on water) and for the EUWI in particular. The SG is therefore invited to:

· Reflect upon EUWI-related messages it would like to see conveyed in the EU’s contribution to CSD13. It is suggested that written inputs be forwarded to the Secretariat by early November.
· Reflect upon possibilities of using the opportunity of CSD13 (eg high level representation of developing countries) to organise side meetings to consolidate EUWI partnerships.  
· Direct the secretariat to initiate preparation of any EUWI activities to be held in the framework of CSD13 (incl. preparatory process – stakeholder conference of 13 December) and to ensure the proper visibility and dissemination  

WWF6

1. Preparations for WWF6 (“local actions for global change - 16-22 March 2006, Mexico City) have kicked off. While it is still premature for the SG to discuss in detail how the EUWI will fit in this process, SG members are invited to start reflecting upon potential synergies with the EUWI (eg possibilities of holding ministerial conference on EUWI-LA called for at the Guadalajara Summit back-to-back with WWF6?; use of WWF6 preparatory fora foreseen for 2005 in the framework of the EUWI?) and forward suggestions to the Secretariat by mid-December.

