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STEERING GROUP DISCUSSION PAPER No 2005/015
THE CREATION OF ONE EUWI AFRICA WORKING GROUP
1. From the outset there have in the EUWI been two Working Groups relating to Africa, one on WSS (currently chaired by the Netherlands) and one on IWRM (currently chaired by France). When the Africa WSS Working Group was created in 2003 there was little discussion about any linkage between WSS and IWRM. Denmark, then in the chair of the Africa WSS Working Group, launched the idea of policy dialogues to address the perceived policy failure in African countries regarding WSS as a means to enhance investment in the sector. The Africa IWRM Working Group was at the time mainly concerned with the transboundary water management project to be funded from an allocation of €10 million from the 9th EDF. 

2. As the country dialogues are now gaining momentum, it is time to review this arrangement.  There is general agreement, not least from the discussion in the MSF about the draft EUWI strategy, that the country dialogues and their resultant MDG road maps will be undertaken within the framework of an integrated approach to water management, indeed one of the EUWI objectives. IWRM and WSS must therefore feature together in the country dialogues, and treating them separately should not continue. 
3. While the focus of the country dialogues will be on investment in WSS, there will be specific IWRM issues that will continue to need monitoring by the EUWI. One of them relates to transboundary waters, any issues arising out of the project to be funded by the EDF, and linkages to AMCOW and NEPAD on this subject. Another is preparation of the national IWRM plans that should be completed by countries before the end of the year, according to a resolution of the WSSD in 2002. 
4. SG Discussion Paper No. 2004/05 discussed the “troika” model for the leadership of the Africa WSS Working Group. According to this model, the past and the future lead MS would support the MS currently in the chair. Discussion Paper No. 2004/05 went on to say that the Netherlands would be in the lead during 2005 and be followed by Germany in 2006.
5. Germany has confirmed its interest to replace the Netherlands as chair of a EUWI Africa Working Group. The takeover is set to become effective at the end of the year, and at that time any changes in the organization of the Working Group should be implemented. Germany will continue cooperation with the Dutch IRC for technical support to the Working Group.
6. It is proposed that the SG decides

· that from 2006 there should only be one EUWI Working Group for Africa to be chaired by Germany
· that Germany is asked to consult with France on how attention should be given to IWRM within this Africa Working Group

· that France is invited to join the “troika” with a view to taking over the chair in 2007
