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EU WATER INITIATIVE STEERING GROUP MEETING
Brussels, 26 April 2007

DRAFT MINUTES

1. Introduction
The 8th meeting of the EU Water Initiative Steering Group was held in Brussels on 26 April 2007.  The Commission chaired the meeting. Representatives from EU Member States, civil society and the private sector as well as Working Group chairs were in attendance. The agenda is shown in Annex 1, the list of participants in Annex 2.

These minutes summarize the main items discussed and the consensus reached.

The agenda was adopted without comments. 

The minutes from the previous meeting were adopted.

The meeting was opened by the Director of DEV/B, Lluis Riera Figueras, who introduced the main objective of the meeting was to progress in the process of agreeing on how the EUWI is to be reformed.  Mr Riera also informed the participants on the evolution of the decision process regarding the future of the Water Facility and informed about the signature of the Trust Fund Agreement for the Infrastructure Partnership. He highlighted the importance of the complimentarity between the EUWI, the national and regional programmes, the facilities and the Partnership, to deliver added value to national and regional actions, reminding that the EUWI is there to provide the framework for this to happen.

2. Review of the EUWI

The last meeting of the Steering Group was in February when a draft review report of the EUWI was presented and discussed.  Since then the Review Report has been finalised, distributed to the SG via the EUWI CIS.  It will also be made available on the public portal of the CIS.

The Steering Group agreed that the key issues arising from the Review that need to be addressed are:

· EUWI Mission Statement

· EUWI  Reform:

· Regional Working Groups

· Cross-cutting Groups

· Steering Group

· Multi-stakeholder Forum

· Secretariat

· Financial and Human Resources

· Communications

· Performance and Accountability

A facilitated discussion (led by an expert from the Swedish International Water Institute, provided for the SG meeting through the support of SIDA) addressed these key issues.  The discussion allowed for clarification from the different groups of participants (Member States, civil society and Commission) on their respective position on these key issues, and on how to reach consensus. The SG agreed to the formation of a drafting group to prepare a draft proposal for reform of the EUWI for the consideration of the full EUWI Steering Group at a meeting to be convened towards the end of June 2007.  The drafting group is made up by the European Commission, the EU Member States represented by UK & Greece, the NGO community represented by Lesha Witmer and the Local Government Organisations represented by Barbara Anton.

The draft common position will be discussed and finalised by the SG at the next meeting at the end of June.  A consensus document on reform of the EUWI is to be presented by the SG to the Multistakeholder Forum in Stockholm in August.

3. Review/Evaluation of Belgian Cooperation Strategy in Relation to Water & Sanitation
Following the discussion on the reform of the EUWI, representatives of Belgian Development Cooperation presented information on their preparations for the review/evaluation of Belgian cooperation strategy in relation to water & sanitation for poverty reduction in the framework of sustainable development.  The initiative is to be set in relation to achieving the targets of the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness and is motivated by the needs for mutual assessments of progress in implementing agreed commitments and encouraging shared analysis.

The purpose of the presentation was to inform EUWI members of the willingness of Belgian Development Cooperation to carry out this initiative jointly with EUWI and other “like-minded” OECD/DAC members.  The presentation was well received by the SG and Belgian Development Cooperation representatives were thanked for this commitment to the EUWI.  Follow-up should be with Belgian Development Cooperation.
The presentation and an introductory note by Belgian Development Cooperation are on the EUWI CIS document folder for the 8th Steering Group meeting.
4. Any other business

No further issues were raised.

It was proposed that the next SG meeting would be held in Brussels towards the end of June, to agree on reform of the EUWI. The date would later be confirmed. (Subsequently set for 4 July 2007)

Enclosures:

Annex 1: Meeting agenda

Annex 2: List of participants

