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PROPOSED AGENDA FOR MEETINGS
Networking and Twinning Initiatives to Improve the Uptake of Research Results at the Local Level – Consolidating the EUWI Research Component

Tuesday 14th August (Morning Seminar)

EU Water Initiative Partners Meeting – Multistakeholder Forum Part 1

(Tuesday 14 August Afternoon Seminar)
EU Water Initiative Partners Meeting – Multistakeholder Forum Part 2

(Thursday 16 August Afternoon Seminar)
Networking and Twinning Initiatives to Improve the Uptake of Research Results at the Local Level – Consolidating the EUWI Research Component

Tuesday 14th August Morning Seminar

Convenor:
European Commission (EC) with support from the Swedish Water House

Research is one of the components of the EU Water Ini​tiative (EUWI), launched at the 2002 World Summit for Sustainable Development. Its aim is to promote mobili​sation and partnership among scientists, policy-makers, non-governmental and private actors in Europe and other regions of the world in view of achieving the Millennium Development Goals.  The objective of this session is to take stock and present relevant results obtained by research under the Sixth Frame​work Programme, promote synergies between research funded by the European Commission and Member States and establish effective mechanisms and best practices re​garding knowledge sharing, communication and capacity building in the context of Integrated Water Resources Management in Europe and Third Countries. Particular focus will be on coordination and twinning activities that aim at bringing together researchers, policy-makers and civil society from all regions of the world, in view of helping bridge the gap between science and policy, strengthening communication and uptake of research results in local contexts and promoting participatory approaches and in​novative alliances. A final panel discussion between scientists and policy-makers will be dedicated to discussing options and modalities to strengthen the science-policy interaction and to bring research results closer to the need of the regional components of the EU Water Initiative. 

Programme

Chair: 

Prof. Tony Allan, King's College London, United Kingdom (TBC)

Co-chair: 
Ms. Marialuisa Tamborra, European Commission, DG Research

9.00
Welcome – Mr. Christos Fragakis & Ms. Marialuisa Tamborra, European Commission, DG Research

Session 1: The experience of coordination actions: sharing knowledge, bridging the gap between science and policy

9:10
Experiences and tools for supporting IWRM in the Mediterranean region, Prof. Carlo Giupponi, coordinator of the NOSTRUM-DSS project, Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei (FEEM) and University of Milan, Italy (http://www.nostrum-dss.eu/)

9:25
Communicating science to local governments in the Southern African Development Community region, Ms. Barbara Anton, coordinator of the LoGo Water project, ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability, Germany (www.iclei-europe.org/logowater) 

9:40
Collaborative governance in different institutional settings - European and Asian approaches in water resources management, Prof. Claudia Pahl-Wostl, partner of the ASEMWATER.net project, University of Osnabrück, Germany (www.asemwaternet.re.kr)

9:55
Sharing knowledge and enhancing awareness on  the gender dimension of IWRM, Mr. Juan A. Sagardoy, project manager of the GEWAMED project, CIHEAM –MAI of Bari, Italy (http://www.gewamed.net/)

Session 2: The experience of twinning: creating alliances and enhancing capacity building

10:10
Twinning initiatives from different regions will be presented

10.55
Panel discussion

Presenters of Session 1 and 2

Mr. Peter O'Neill, Department for International Development (DFID), United Kingdom, coordinator of EUWI ERA-NET

Prof. Janos Bogardi, Director of Institute for Environment and Human Security, United Nations University

Prof. Michael Scoullos, Chairman of GWP-Med / Secretariat of Mediterranean EUWI Regional Component 
12:00
Close

EU Water Initiative Partners Meeting – Multistakeholder Forum Part 1

(Tuesday 14 August Afternoon Seminar)
Convenors:
European Commission with support from the Swedish Water House

The EU Water Initiative (EUWI) was launched in Johannesburg at the 2002 World Summit for Sustainable Development (WSSD) as a concerted effort by the European Commission, the EU Member States, partner countries and civil society stakeholders to accelerate progress to achieving the water and sanitation MDG targets.   The EU Consensus on Development, agreed in 2005 between the EU Council, the EU Parliament and the Commission, notes the EU Water Initiative as contributing towards agreed EU policy objectives in water and sanitation.  The December 2006 EU Council meeting endorsed the report on the EU Strategy for Africa which includes a commitment to "Accelerate efforts to provide clean water and adequate sanitation including by reinvigorating the 2002 EU Water Initiative." The European Neighbourhood Policy Action Plans (ENP) promotes participation by ENP partner countries in the Mediterranean and EECCA components of the EUWI.  The Latin American - EU strategic Partnership on Water and Sanitation Affairs was agreed during the World Water Forum in 2006.

An independent Review of the EUWI, jointly funded by Germany and the UK, was commissioned in November 2006 to make recommendations to the EUWI Steering Group on changes to the organizational structure, working methods and overall strategy that will lead to more effective implementation of the EUWI at regional level.  
The Multistakeholder Forum will receive a review of progress made by the EUWI during 2006/7.  The response of the EUWI Steering Group to the Review of the EUWI will then be presented for discussion, so that the reform of the EUWI can be implemented.
Chair



European Commission
Discussion Facilitator

Paul van Koppen, IRC, Netherlands
13:30

Welcome & Introduction by Chair

13:35

Keynote Address


Representative of EU Presidency, Portugal (tbc)
13:50

Review of EUWI Activities 2006/7


Presentation by EUWI Secretariat
14:20

Discussion
14:50

Reform of the EUWI


Presentation by EUWI Steering Group

15:30

Discussion

16:30

Conclusions on EUWI Reform
17:00

Close

EU Water Initiative Partners Meeting – Multistakeholder Forum Part 2

(Thursday 16 August Afternoon Seminar)
Convenors:
European Commission with support from the Swedish Water House

Following the discussion on the Reform of the EUWI in Part 1 of the Multistakeholder Forum, Part 2 will concentrate on the way ahead.  The Multistakeholder Forum will receive and discuss the strategies and work plans of the Regional Working Groups and of the European Research Area Network for water research (ERA-NET) and a presentation of the Mid-Term Review of the ACP-EU Water Facility 

The establishment of the ERA-NET is one of the main achievements of the Research component of the EU Water Initiative.  It is a consortium of ministries, funding agencies and national research authorities from 11 European countries which will establish a framework for the coordination of EU member state research programmes related to water issues in developing countries.  

A concrete outcome of the Water Initiative was the creation by the EC of the Water Facility, with €500m from 9th European Development Fund (EDF).   The Water Facility doubled the EC's level of funding to water and sanitation under the 9th EDF.  The first and second calls for proposals of the Water Facility resulted in the selection of 175 proposals, from over 1300 submitted, which are estimated to bring access to water to about 20 million people and sanitation to about 9 million people over the next four years.  The financial allocation for the Water Facility has now been committed. The demand for funding has been strong, as demonstrated through the number of high quality proposals submitted.  The debate on the continuation of the Facility is now ongoing and an Evaluation of the Water Facility is now being undertaken.  A presentation of the Mid-Term Review of the ACP-EU Water Facility will be made followed by a discussion on the results of the Mid-Term Review and the potential for continuation of the Water Facility under the 10th EDF.

Chair



European Commission

Discussion Facilitator

Paul van Koppen, IRC, Netherlands
13:30

Welcome & Introduction by Chair

13:35

The Way Forward – Regional Activities of the EUWI
Presentations by the leads of the Regional Components of the EUWI on their forward strategy and work plan, followed by discussion:

· EECCA (EECCA Technical Secretariat)

· MED (Greece)

· Latin America (Spain)

· Africa (Martin Parent, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, France (tbc) & Charles Ngangouie, Chair of AMCOW TAC, Congo Brazzaville (tbc))
15:30

The Way Forward - Coordination of Research Programmes


The EUWI ERA-NET 
Peter O'Neil, Department for International Development, UK
15:45

Discussion
16:00

Mid Term Review of the ACP-EU Water Facility

Wiepke van der Goot, Head of the Water Facility Unit, EuropeAid, European Commission, Belgium.

16:25

Discussion

16:50

Conclusions & Wrap-up

17:00

Close
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