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 MEETING OF THE “COMITÉ DE ENLACE” (NETWORKING COMMITTEE) 

OF THE CONFERENCE OF IBERO-AMERICAN WATER DIRECTORS

AGREEMENTS
Latin American Component of the European Union Water Initiative 
1. Formalization of the Working Group

We recognize the need to formalize a working group at the regional level according to the organizational structure approved for the entire Water Initiative. Until that moment, an interim Working Group is proposed, comprising the countries and organizations attending this meeting. We would like to stress the importance of incorporating those countries that have not attended this meeting.
The Secretariat will address Latin American and EU Member States not present to see if they wish to participate in the Working Group. As well, it will request from countries their proposals for inclusion of real water users and NGOs in the Working Group. The draft Terms of Reference will be circulated for comments and suggestions, then a revised version presented at the meeting in Cartagena.
With regards to the countries leading the Component up to now, Mexico and Spain state their intention to continue in the same line of work, while Portugal is waiting for instructions from its new governing team. In any event, all of them agree to maintain operative the Secretariat of the Working Group of the Component. 
2. First meeting of the Working Group

The first meeting of the Working Group of the Component will take place right after the V Meeting of the Conference of Ibero-American Water Directors, to be held in Cartagena de Indias the week of June 13th-17th. The Secretariat will send at the end of April a draft agenda for the meeting.
3. Work Programme
The Secretariat will present at the meeting in Cartagena a financing study including information on donors for each country, reporting as well on progress in water policy and national plans of integrated management of water resources. To that end, the Secretariat will send a request for information to each state. Those countries wishing to present a report on any of the issues discussed (included in a separate document), will commit with the Secretariat to complete it by the end of April at the latest.
The Secretariat will distribute the technical studies available for comments and suggestions before the Cartagena meeting, where a final text revised according to the comments received will be presented. Countries attending the current meeting declare their commitment to complete this task.
Interested countries should promote water issues in their own national agendas so that they may be included, directly or indirectly, in the Country Strategy Paper. This should be done at their earliest convenience, given that the deadline for assignment of cooperation aid is March 2006.
4. Collaboration with regional organizations in Latin America 
The Secretariat of the Latin American Component will pay special attention as well to obtaining a close collaboration with regional organizations in Latin America (Mercosur, Andean Community, and Central America).

5. Formalization of a political Partnership Agreement 
Mexico is entrusted to promote a political platform in support of the Component, which may take the form of a conference of ministers responsible for water management, in the framework of preparatory events of the IV World Water Forum, thereby addressing the commitments of the Guadalajara EU-LAC Summit declaration. Participants in the current meeting are encouraged to convey in their respective countries that representation in this conference should be the authority responsible for water management.
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