EUWI LATIN AMERICAN COMPONENT

The EU established a “water initiative” (EU-WI) as a contribution to the implementation of the WSSD (World Summit on Sustainable Development) which objective is to help attain the water-related Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s) that are:

· By 2015, halve the proportion of the world population that lacks access to secure and sufficient water sources and to adequate sanitation.

· By 2005, develop integrated water resource management (IWRM) and efficiency plans in all countries.

The Initiative, which has the political support of the Member States and the European Commission, is based on the formulation of strategic associations between governments, civil society and other stakeholders. It is developed through Components of a Regional nature; one of which, headed by Spain, Mexico and Portugal, corresponds to the Latin American area. This component adds two new general lines of work, other than Water and Sanitation and Integrated Water Resource Management (IWRM). One corresponding to the Prevention of Extreme Water-related Events and Mitigation of their Consequences and one on Sustainable Use of Water in Agriculture. Other thematic areas are taken into account as horizontal elements for the development of these lines of work:
· Integration of gender issues and those referring to the indigenous population.

· Intraregional cooperation and technology transfer at that level.

· Education and availability of know-how for the public.

The geographical area covered by the Latin American Component  includes all the Spanish and Portuguese speaking countries as well as Caribbean countries, Cuba and Dominican Republic. 
The formal launch of the Latin American Component took place in the II Environmental Minister’s Forum (Playa Bávaro, Dominican Republic, July 2002). Since then, several meetings have taken place in order to strengthen the commitment to develop this Component. Out of them, the most important has been the III Summit of Heads of State of Latin American, Caribbean countries and EU  (ALC-UE, Guadalajara, May 2004), which in its final conclusions included a paragraph in which they stated the commitment to support the European Union Water Initiative.
Current Situation:

EUWI-LA pre-operational phases have developed with the existing cooperation structures: Ibero American Environment Ministers Forum and the Conference of Ibero American Water Directors. The later being the technical support for the launch process.

Currently, the Conference of Ibero American Water Directors and the EUWI-LA Component are being differentiated as two separate processes with the aim of opening this component to other Member States and Stakeholders.
In 2005 two very important meetings have taken place.

1. The meeting of the “Comité de Enlace” in March in Madrid in which the following agreements were reached:
· Formalization of the Working Group: To formalize a working group at the regional level according to the organizational structure approved for the entire Water Initiative.
· First meeting of the Working Group: To have the first meeting of the Working Group of the Component at the V Ibero-American Water Directors meeting, to be held in Cartagena de Indias the week of June 13th-17th. 
· Work Programme: To present a financing study including information on donors for each country, reporting as well on progress in water policy and national plans of integrated management of water resources. 
· Collaboration with regional organizations in Latin America: To obtaining a close collaboration with regional organizations in Latin America (Mercosur, Andean Community, and Central America).

· Formalization of a Political Partnership Agreement: Mexico is entrusted to promote a political platform in support of the Component, which may take the form of a conference of ministers responsible for water management, in the framework of preparatory events of the IV World Water Forum, thereby addressing the commitments of the Guadalajara EU-LAC Summit declaration. 
2. The first EUWI Latin American Component Working Group meeting that has just taken place in Cartagena de Indias. In it, it was agreed to have 5 sub-groups, one for each of the four lines of work and a crosscutting one on Monitoring and Reporting. All the people who attended the meeting will take part in this groups. Nevertheless it is open to any other interested stakeholders and Member States. The Water Directors committed to contact NGO’s and civil associations to invite them to take part in this Working Group.
A Political Partnership Agreement was presented in the hope of having it signed by the Environment Ministers Forum in Panama on the 21st and 22nd of September 2005.
