JOINT DECLARATION ON

Implementation of the Latin American - European Union Strategic Partnership Agreement on Water and Sanitation Affairs

We, Latin American Ministers on water affairs,

Having regard to the Johannesburg Declaration, signed on the 2nd of September 2002 at the World Summit on Sustainable Development;
We recognise that that this Partnership Agreement provides us with a platform for cooperation between all Latin American and European Union countries on water supply, sanitation and Integrated Water Resource Management;

We consider that the action programmes can be outlined in the following working areas:
· Water supply and sanitation,

· Integrated Water Resource Management, including transboundary water resources
· Crosscutting issues like finance, research and monitoring
· Actions againts extreme events
· Sustainable use of water in agriculture
We put on record that:

· The work on water supply and sanitation focuses on giving priority to National Plans and to poverty reduction strategies as a means to attract additional funding, in accordance with the needs of Latin-American people, and to improve coordination and implementation at country level.
· The situation, with regards to Integrated Water Resource Management, is a very complex one, condition this that hinders us from identifying only a small group of actions that can be implemented to solve the problem. On the contrary, it is deemed necessary to undertake activities to modify and strengthen several variables, if we wish to reach Integrated Water Resource Management targets as well as general access to this essential good, making it all compatible with environmental protection.
· Latin American Agricultural Policy lacks of strategies and programmes to promote sustainable use of water for agricultural purposes, being its laws, obsolete in many cases. Within the institutional context, it is observed a weak and broken up structure of irrigation organizations. For all these reasons, sustainable use of water in agriculture needs to be enhanced under the Integrated Water Resource Management framework.
· During the last years, natural disasters, specially droughts and floods, have increasingly  affected the Latin American people. In order to effectively programme preventive actions and to establish adequate emergency programmes, it is deemed necessary to analyse the past natural disasters record, in particular data about impact in terms of human lives, economic damages and affected population.
· We need to improve policy and actions coordination and harmonisation in Latin American countries in order to increase the efficiency and effectiveness in the use of resources  and investments.
· To meet the financial challenges in achieving the Millennium Development Goals and the World Summit on Sustainable Development targets on water supply, sanitation and Integrated Water Resource Management, a comprehensive report has to be prepared outlining a financial strategy with future alternatives for the Latin American- EU partnership to consider.
· Capacity building and strengthening the essential institutions and participation of all stakeholders should be common denominator in all action programmes.

We also put on record that:
· Alter the preparation phase, Developer on the basis of the already existing cooperation structure –The Latin American Ministers of Water Management Forum and the Latin American Water Managers Conference- it is now necessary to reinforce the Latin American organizational framework throughout an active implication of other actors in its development and implementation.
· The Latin American structure suits the general EUWI organizational framework. A working group, opened to all stakeholders, has been set and a work programme has been endorsed.
· Monitoring and communication Hill allow an accurate overview of the Latin America and the European Union partnership, in order to increase the political commitment to water and sanitation, Integrated Water resource Management, sustainable use of water in agriculture and extreme events prevention.

· There is a need to develop, during the period 2005-2006, Integrated Water Resource Management and efficiency water use Plans.  We need to focus on activities at river basin scale, being necessary to carry out several actions in the short term to make successful progress on political cooperation, at the same time, each country should work to ensure long term policies.
· The financial strategy to implement the Latin American Component should have its basis on the guide developed by EUWI’s Financial Horizontal Component.
Have therefor agreed:
· To continue working together to reach the Millennium Development Goals and the targets on water supply and sanitation established at the World Summit on Sustainable Development.
· To jointly complete the strategy and work programme as a basis for the implementation of a common strategy over the period 2005-2006.
· That the success of the partnership depends on the ownership and active involvement of Latin American institutions, European Commission and other stakeholders in the implementation of the partnership.
Done in ......on ............

On behalf of Latin America


On behalf of the European Commission Mr/Mrs................



Mr/Mrs.............
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