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Water, Solidarity, Europe
Paris, 24 March 2005

From 09:30 am to 05:00 pm at UNESCO, Paris
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Invitation

Dear Sir or Madam,

Water represents a global challenge for the 21st century for which the United Nations has set ambitious goals: the Millennium Development Goals. To achieve the MDGs, the international community committed itself at the last World Water Forum in Kyoto to strengthening official development assistance and North/South solidarity in the field of water and to promoting good governance in water supply and sanitation services, and recommends enhancing the role of local public authorities in this context.

In the light of these challenges, and alongside official development assistance, neighbourhood cooperation ‘actors’ also have a role to play.

On 18 November last, at the meeting organised by pS-Eau with the assistance of the Seine Normandy water agency (AESN) and the Ile de France water syndicate (SEDIF), ways in which neighbourhood cooperation initiatives, notably between cities of the North and of the South, might be further strengthened were examined. In particular, the meeting provided the opportunity to highlight the potential impact of the law proposed by Monsieur Oudin, allowing regional authorities or their joint bodies, as well as water agencies, to support cooperation initiatives in the field of water, using the principle of voluntary solidarity of 1 cent per m3 of water consumption. This law has recently been adopted by France’s National Assembly. It now remains for the actors concerned to receive the support they need for them to introduce this principle into their respective areas, thus contributing to the Millennium Development Goals.

On the occasion of our African partners joining us for the Water Academy’s Euro-African Conference on “Water and the Regions”, AESN, SEDIF and pS-Eau now wish to move this debate forward with other European partners who have also become involved in solidarity approaches between users of the North and of the South. 

This meeting will thus enable the various existing modes of solidarity cooperation in the field of water in Europe to be identified and compared, and a common strategy for the launch of a global initiative on the occasion of the next World Water Forum due to take place in Mexico in March 2006 to be devised.

It will provide an opportunity for a better understanding of existing modes of cooperation in Europe, the tools at their disposal and the extent of their impact.

The meeting will take place on

24 March 2005

At UNESCO

7, Place de Fontenoy
75352 PARIS 07 SP, France

The programme for the meeting is enclosed, together with a registration form. 

We hope to have the pleasure of meeting you very shortly.

With our warmest regards,

Pierre-Marie Grondin

Director,  pS-Eau

Water Solidarity Programme (pS-Eau)
32, rue Le Peletier 75009 PARIS 
Tel. : 33 (0)1 53 34 91 26 / 20    -   Fax : 33 (0)1 53 34 91 21 
e-mail  : grondin@pseau.org 
pS-Eau website : www.pseau.org
_______________________________________________

P.S. : Please return the registration form without fail to farsi@pseau.org   Fax : 33 (0)1 53 34 91 21.
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