Dear members of the EUWI Africa Working Group,

Please find below some information on the progress of the Working Group: 

Overall progress

Germany new Co-Chair: The new African Working Group (AWG)  will be under the chairmanship of Germany in 2006, with France taking over from 1/1/2007. Germany is committed, together with all of you, to work hard for the success of the Africa Working Group. We want to make sure that the partnership is creating a value added for Africa and for supporting our African partners reaching the MDG. The question of value addition is key for our success. 

France has joined the Troika: The Troika consists now of Germany (acting Co-Chair of AWG), The Netherlands (out-going co-chair of WG WSS) and France (incoming Co-Chair of AWG and Co-chair of WG IWRM). The Trojka group was established to steer and direct the work of the AWG. In persons, the Trojka now consists of Dick van Ginhoven (Nl), Franz-Josef Batz (Ger) Martin Parent (Fr). Martin Walshe (EC), Johan Holmberg (EC) and Paul von Koppen (IRC) are advisors to the Troika. 

IRC and UNESCO-IHE support AWG: For the year 2006, Germany (through GTZ) will support the AWG by maintaining the support group (IRC and UNESCO-IHE). In practice this will mean that the support group will continue its role, with the contact point remaining at IRC in Delft, with Coline van der Ven (assistant) and Paul van Koppen (coordinator of support group). 
Work plan and TOR of “merged” AWG: The Troika has drafted an EU proposal for a work plan for the period 2006 – 2008 and the TOR taking into account proposed activities of both sub groups (WSS and IWRM). Draft Work plan and TOR need to be complemented by the proposals of AMCOW (and agreed with AMCOW) and discussed and agreed by the Working Group. 

The AMCOW – EU review workshop in Entebbe, Uganda on 13 and 14 February 2006
Background: At the Addis Ababa Meeting in June 2005 the EXCO of AMCOW called for a mid-term review of the EU-Africa Strategic Partnership on Water and Sanitation in order to assess its progress and establish ways of accelerating the implementation of the EU Water Initiative. Consultations between representatives of AMCOW - TAC and the EU subsequently proposed that this review be in the form of a facilitated workshop. 

Results: The review workshop produced a joint statement in which the starting points and principles for the continued partnership were laid down. The results of the workshop were presented to the AMCOW EXCO meeting in Uganda and can be downloaded from the CIS net. A workshop report will be available soon. 

The next steps: With the results of the Uganda workshop AMCOW and EU have to agree on a joint work programme. One of the most pressing steps is to choose the date and location for the next meeting of the WG, probably due sometime in April. The Trojka will seek the necessary funding for the workplan 2006 and the years beyond. Apart from the GTZ support to the AWG, more resources might become available from France and the Netherlands. 

Other issues

The launch of the Addis Country Dialogue process: despite the cancellation of the WG meeting in Addis Ababa, the launch of the country dialogue took place. On the EUWI web-site you will find some of the outputs of this successful event. 
Homepage: proved and updated the WG home page section on the EUWI CIS website. You are encouraged to take a look at the available information! If you have difficulties in access: please let Coline van der Ven know. 
Cooperation: We are still in close cooperation with the Finance WG in order to integrate at country level some of the activities of both working groups. More info will follow later.
Updates: In many countries, the activities started up in 2005 are being continued. We will try to provide a complete update in one of our next communications to the AWG members. 
For any other issue, information needs or other comments: feel free to approach one of us.

With best regards,

Franz-Josef Batz (GTZ, Co-Chair) & Paul van Koppen (Support Group)
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