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European Union Water Initiative – Africa Working Group

Meeting between AMCOW-TAC subcommittee on European affairs, AWG Troika and EU member states, European Commission – Nairobi, February 14-16, 2007

Draft presentation note and Agenda, revised version February 9, 2007



Context of the meeting and recent history of the AWG

A declaration of Africa-EU strategic partnership on water affairs and sanitation has been signed in 2002 at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg by the Presidents of South Africa, Nigeria, the European Council, and the European Commission. The purpose of this partnership is to make a more effective joint (Africa – EU) contribution to the achievement of the water and sanitation related Millennium Development Goals (MDG). An Africa Working Group
 (AWG) has been established to promote and lead this partnership. This AWG is co-chaired by an European country and an African country. On the European side, Germany has handed over its co-chairmanship to France on January1st, 2007, but will continue to play a role as a member of the “Troika” that consists of France (current co-chair in 2007), Germany (outgoing co-chair) and the UK (incoming co-chair).

In the year 2006, the AWG made the following achievements
:

· In February in Uganda, AMCOW-TAC and the EU members states have reviewed the African Component in view of past achievements. The results are documented in the Entebbe Communiqué. On May 2, the results of the Entebbe meeting were discussed in a meeting of the African Working Group in Brussels and a work plan was drafted.

· On May 17, the EU water directors discussed the way forward for the African Component of the EUWI. The meeting took into account the results of the Entebbe review and the critical issues raised by the WaterAid and Tearfund report of December 2005. Conclusions and recommendations of this meeting resulted in an EU proposal for a new strategy for the African Component. Key elements of this proposal are close alignment with the Africa EU Infrastructure Partnership and the creation of a Water Policy Dialogue Forum for strategic water sector dialogues between Europe and Africa.

· The EU proposal was shared with the AWG members in August, during the Stockholm Water Week. Valuable comments and suggestions have benefited the further development of the new strategy. The EU proposal is still discussed within AMCOW-TAC and we now need to finalize it.

· End of October, the EU water directors discussed key operational elements of the Water Policy Dialogue Forum. A concept note was developed and a final version was made available to all the members of the AWG in December 2006.

· Based on the EU proposal and the concept note a draft funding proposal to the EU Water facility has been drafted and will be sent very shortly, after receiving the comments from AMCOW-TAC and the other relevant members of the AWG.
Beginning of 2007, the new European and African co-chairs of the AWG developed a work plan for 2007 that has been shared with the group and is in the process of being revised, in line with the comments received and the strategy developed in 2006.

As a result of this recent history of the AWG, and the cancellation of a first meeting that was to be hold in Brazzaville in January, there is an urgent need for a meeting between AMCOW-TAC, the Troika, the European Commission and some other interested EU member states. Lot of issues need to be discussed and views need to be shared on what are the objectives of the AWG in 2007 and how the Group will function. That is the rationale behind the meeting scheduled in Nairobi from February 14 until February 16.

Expected Outputs

The outputs expected from the Nairobi meeting are:

· Final validated draft version of the AWG strategy

· Shared and approved work plan for 2007

· Recommendations on the Water Facility to be included in the 10th EDF

· Joint report on EUWI to be presented at the 6th ordinary session of AMCOW in March

· Comments on the draft version of the Request to the Water Facility

· Agenda of the two meetings of the AWG (April and August 2007)

· Agreement on the mapping exercise on Water European Aid in Africa

Provisional Attendance List

On AMCOW-TAC side:

· Mr. Leleka (Lesotho)

· Mr. Nkrumah (Ghana)

· Ms. Martha Solomon (Ethiopia)

· Mr. Francis Bougaïre (Burkina Faso)

· Mr. Charles Ngangoué (Congo)

· Mr. Abraham (Namibia)

· XXX (Rwanda)

· Abuja Secretariat

On EU MS + COM side:

· Mr. Martin Parent and Bruno Valfrey-Visser (France)

· Mr. Franz-Josef Batz (Germany)

· United Kingdom (to be confirmed)

· Mr. Martin Walshe (European Commission)

· Ms. Coline van der Ven and Mr. Paul van Koppen (IRC)

· Ms. Ainhoa Fábrega Larrucea (to be confirmed)

Provisional Agenda

February 14 (Wednesday)

9:00-10:00: Introductory session (suggested chair: Mr Leleka, on behalf of AMCOW-TAC)
· Agenda and expected outputs of the meeting

· Brief presentation of the EUWI activities in 2006 and recall of the recommendations of the Entebbe mid-term review meeting held in February 2006

· Review of background documents

· Attendance list and presentation of participants

10:00-12:30: Draft strategy and 2007 work plan (discussion). Both documents will be disseminated in draft version before the meeting and finalised during the session

Presentations by Franz-Josef Batz (draft strategy) and Bruno Valfrey (2007 work plan)

14:00-15:00: Information and discussion on the request to the Water Facility, which final version will be submitted after including the comments made during the session

Presentation by Paul van Koppen on behalf of the support team to the Troika

15:00-16:30: Discussion on the EUWI joint report to AMCOW 6th Ordinary Session in March. A first draft of the report will be prepared and shared during the session

Chairing/presentation: to be determined

February 15 (Thursday)

9:00-11:30: Discussion on the EU Water Facility:

Chair: to be decided

· Presentation by the European Commission (Martin Walshe)

· Overview of different ideas and proposals (Martin Parent)

· Presentation by Ethiopia (to be confirmed) and Burkina Faso (to be confirmed)

· Discussion and recommendations

11:30-12:30: Presentation and discussion of the EU aid mapping exercise

Presentation by Martin Parent & Bruno Valfrey-Visser

Facilitation: Paul van Koppen

14:00-15:00: Any Other Business (among other topics, discussion on the agendas of the two meetings of the AWG/WPDF scheduled in April and August)

Chair: to be decided

February 16 (Friday)

9:00-11:00: Wrapping-up session (sharing conclusions with the subcommittee looking at African Development Bank hosted initiatives)

11:30-12:30: Conclusion of the meeting, way forward, recommendations

Background documents

All the documents will be made available on the EUWI CIS website (www.euwi.net). Every participant to the EUWI has been given an access code to this website. In case you have not received this access code, please contact Ms. Coline van der Ven (ven@irc.nl).

To be sent beforehand:

· Concept note on the Water Policy Dialogue Forum

· Statement of the Entebbe meeting (February 2006)

· Draft strategy of the EUWI Africa Working Group

· Draft request to the Water Facility

· Work plan of AWG for 2007

· Options for the extension of the Water Facility under EDF10 (paper by FWG)

Logistical issues

Following request from AMCOW President Support Office, UNEP has made arrangements for two meetings to take place at the Gigiri Complex from 14- 6 February 2007.  Sub-Committees 1&2 will meet separately on 14-15 February (in CR 5 and CR 6 respectively), and combine on 16 February CR3). These consultative meetings will involve AMCOW TAC, AfDB and EU at different at time.  Costs of venue, stationery, water and the will be absorbed by the AMCOW Trust Fund.  Lunch and other incidentals will be covered directly by participants from own DSA or per diems.

Nairobi Safari Club (Lillian Towers) has made reservations for 23 pax arriving Tuesday 13 Feb and departing Saturday 17 Feb.  Special room rate is USD 120 B&B.  Airport transfer will be available @ USD 18 one-way) through transport desk at the hotel or the airport.  Participants should contact: florencemarangu@nairobisafariclub.com or reservations@nairobisafariclub.com. Nairobi Safari Club telephone numbers: +254 20 251 333.  Florence Cell No: +254 733 715 985. Please keep Henry Ntale in the loop on all correspondence.

Special shuttle arrangements have been made to transfer to UN Gigiri for the meeting, and back to the hotel in the evening.  Cost of the shuttle will be borne by individual participants.
� The current AWG is the result of the merging of the two former Africa groups, the one dealing with Water Supply and Sanitation and the one dealing with Integrated Water Resources Management.


� This summary is adapted from an e-mail sent over to the AWG by Franz-Josef Batz on December 28, 2006.
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