TROJKA, AMCOW, EU COM MEETING of

AFRICA WORKING GROUP 

Date:

Thursday, February 15th, 2007 09.00-16:30 hr

Location:
Room 7, UNEP, Gigiri Complex, Nairobi

Attended:
see attached attendance list

1.
Introduction

Both co-chairs of the AWG, Mr. Leleka and Mr. Parent, welcome all the participants to the 2nd day of the session. As the Friday session will be a plenary one with the two subcommittees together, a draft report of the outcome of this subcommittee meeting needs to be written this afternoon.

2.
Discussion on EU Water Facility

Presentation: Martin Walshe

After a brief introduction of Martin Parent, Martin Walshe gave a presentation on this issue to the meeting. His presentation is separately available on the CIS-net.

The presentation of Martin Walshe is based on a report prepared by the Finance WG, entitled “Options for the extension of the ACP-EU Water Facility under EDF10”.

The following is a summary of the main elements and remarks on this subject.

The present Water Facility (WFac) allocated its funds through the EDF9. The EDF9 is now in its last year (2002-2007). For the EDF10, starting in 2008, there is a possibility that the WFac may continue. Support for this continuation has been expressed recently but this decision still needs to be taken. AMCOW and NEPAD should to give their opinion whether or not the WFac under EDF 10 should be continued. If the EDF10 should continue, in which ways should it continue and which changes should be made?

Until now, critiques have been made on the WFac. For example, money allocated should be spent through the normal grant processes and not through a challenge mechanism. Also, the achieved financing leverage effect has been questioned . Yet, what the WFac achieved is that it provided an avenue of finance down to the level of implementation, which has not been possible yet by other funds or mechanisms.

The EU MS have already agreed on EDF 10 with a funding of € 23.6 billion for 2008-2013. This money will be allocated through the National Indicative Programmes in all 76 ACP countries, Regional Indicative Programmes and Intra-ACP Programmes. The new version of the WFac will probably be financed through as part of the Intra-ACP budget.

As far as we know, about 2-3% of the NIPs will go to water and sanitation, i.e. between 475 and 700 million €. If the WFac was renewed at the same level of financing than the first edition (500 million €), it would therefore means that the total budget dedicated to water and sanitation under EDF10 could almost double.

An independent evaluation (mid-term review) of the Water Facility has been scheduled to find out whether it has been useful and in which areas it can be improved. The evaluation will be launched in the next two months and will be completed and reported in the middle of this year. Any recommendation or consideration on the continuation should be included in this review.

It is vital to know if there is a demand from African partners for the WFac to continue. Until now, NGOs have sent a formal letter requesting the WFac to continue and a strong statement from UK has been made requesting the WFac to reform and reflect closely to the EUWI. Austria has also sent a formal request for continuation while other EU MS have spoken informally in favour of a continuation of the WFac.

If AMCOW and NEPAD believe that the WFac is useful and needs to continue, with or without alterations, they need to express their opinions as soon as possible directly to the EC.  It is felt that the demand from Africa will be the strongest message and the best way to keep the WFac under EDF10.

AMCOW members mentioned that it is not easy to access the funds because they are not acquainted with the procedures surrounding the allocation of money. Some partner countries have not been informed how to apply for the money from WFac as they do not know what the criteria are. Because of the challenge-oriented selection process of the WFac, some countries (for instance Ghana) did not receive any funding from the WFac, which logically created a feeling of frustration and a lack of understanding. Overall, the selection process was felt to be cumbersome. The African governments need to know if funds can also be assessed directly, through the regular, normal funding channels.

Decision: AMCOW should voice its wish to see the WFac renewed under EDF10, as well as its criticism, recommendations and other comments before the evaluation.
Action Point: A draft proposal will be written for the plenary on Friday with statements of the position of AMCOW. A letter should be written, signed by AMCOW-TAC or chair of AMCOW and send this to EC.

3.
EU Aid Mapping Exercise
Presentation: Paul van Koppen
Paul van Koppen presented a discussion note on the mapping exercise, prepared by GTZ. This note was based a.o. on the experience of GTZ with a similar mapping activity related to TWM activities. The presentation is separately available.

The following are remarks from the discussion following the presentation.

The EU Aid Mapping Exercise, planned for 2007, is an exercise that will gather information on the present and future aid flows from all EU member states to Africa. It should build on existing mechanisms like the DAC database and routines but also expand where useful (for instance on sanitation data, in view of the sanitation year 2008). Recommendations should be made to improve DAC procedures. It should be of use for both EU MS and AMCOW. The home of the activity should rest with one of the donors, or preferably one of the Troika members.

Preferably, but probably not easy to do, the mapping should include data on the achievements of aid (number of people served) and progress towards MDGs in each country. This mapping exercise will be initially a one-time exercise where partners and governments should work together to gather all relevant information.

This in itself will already be tremendous effort (it took almost 2 years for Germany to achieve the similar exercise on TWM, with very encouraging outcomes that were presented at the Mexico Forum) and that is why we should start with the primary objectives of mapping the EU aid flows first. AMCOW-TAC can join the exercise for their specific additional objectives or build on the outcome of the first exercise..

Decision: AWG agrees with the activity of the mapping exercise. The ToR will be prepared in the coming period, for presentation and discussion in the April meeting of the AWG.
4.
AOB
Preparations for future meetings

Ouagadougou

There has been a proposal for the upcoming AWG meeting in Burkina Faso, on April 2nd and 3rd. AMCOW has indicated that they might prefer other dates. As Charles Ngangoue and Francis Bougaïre are hosting this meeting, they should be informed of alternative dates, if not possible on the proposed dates. It is crucial in the preparations to determine these dates as soon as possible so that invitations can be sent.

The proposed agenda items that need to be discussed are:

· Policy discussions on financing mechanisms (Africa-EU Infrastructure Partnership, African Water Facility)

· Evaluation of CD

· TOR mapping exercise

· Note on Sanitation

· Note on IWRM

· Preparation for Stockholm meeting (August 2007)

· High Level meeting in November/December.

Stockholm

The Stockholm World Water Week will be held from Monday, August 13th until Friday, August 17th. SIWI needs to confirm the dates of the EUWI meetings. Once these dates are fixed, the AWG can begin planning its meetings. 

Summary of subcommittee meeting
A draft summary has been written of the main issues of the last 2 days in preparation of Friday’s plenary meeting. A discussion was held within the subcommittee and adjustments and comments were made directly into the text. This summary is separately available.

End of day 2

