EU Water Initiative – Africa Working Group

Invitation letter for the AWG meeting in Paris

4 and 5 December 2007



Dear Madam/Sir,

On behalf of France and Congo-Brazzaville, the two co-chairs of the Africa Working Group (AWG), we are pleased to invite you to the third AWG meeting in 2007 which will take place in Paris, on 4 and 5 December 2007.

This will be the last AWG meeting of the year and it will be the last under the co-chairmanship of France, who will hand over to the United Kingdom on January 1st, 2008.

The meeting will be a good opportunity to review the activities agreed under the workplan 2007 and confirmed in the Ouagadougou meeting this year: the mapping of European aid on water and sanitation to Africa, thematic discussion on sanitation and reflection on the Europe-Africa Infrastructure Partnership.  

This meeting will also look forward, especially on the International Year of Sanitation and the high-level meeting between Africa and EU, which the AWG wishes to organize in 2008. A first version of the workplan 2008 will be brought for discussion.

The provisional agenda for the meeting is attached to this invitation.

For any additional information feel free to approach us. We like to thank you in advance for confirming your attendance by email to Coline van der Ven (ven@irc.nl).

We count on your participation and we look forward to receiving you in Paris.

Sincerely Yours, 

With kind regards,

Charles Ngangoué (Congo-Brazzaville), Chair of AMCOW-TAC

Jean-Luc François (France), Deputy-Director, Sector Policy and MDG Department
Practical aspects

Meeting place

The meeting of the AWG will take place at the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Salle 16 (Room 16). The Ministry is located at 20, Rue Monsieur, 7th arrondissement in Paris.
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The list of participants will be made available at the reception of the Ministry. Your identity card will be asked before entry. The Ministry is offering the lunches on Tuesday 4 and Wednesday 5 December and the coffee breaks during the meeting. A joint dinner on the Tuesday evening will be arranged for all participants, at your own initiative and expenses.

The nearest subway station to the Ministry is called « Saint-François Xavier », situated on Line 13 (Châtillon-Montrouge / Asnières-Gennevilliers Saint-Denis Université).

How to travel to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

If you arrive by train through la Gare du Nord (from London, Brussels, Amsterdam), please take the subway station La Chapelle (there is a long underground connection between Gare du Nord and La Chapelle): Line 2, direction Porte Dauphine. Change at Porte de Clichy and take Line 13, in the direction of Chatillon-Montrouge. This travel will take you about 45 minutes in total.

If you arrive through airport Roissy Charles de Gaulle, the best solution is to take the train RER B to the centre of Paris and to get out at Gare du Nord. From here, please follow the instructions above. It is not recommended to take a taxi from Roissy airport between 7 and 8 o’clock in the morning: the car travel would take about one and a half hour to arrive at the Ministry.
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To travel to Paris

Paris is well connected to the main African and European capitals through dozens of international flights. You can choose from many carriers; please ask your travel agent for advise.

Lodging

You can find hotels in Paris in large numbers and in all categories. To find a reasonably priced hotel that is close to the Ministry, please use one of the booking agencies on Internet.

Dinner on Tuesday evening

For the participants who wish to join, the Ministry will reserve a restaurant for a joint meal during Tuesday evening. This meal is at the expense of the participants. If you are interested, please indicate this on the confirmation note below.

Confirmation note

To be sent electronically or by fax to Coline van der Ven before 15 November

(ven@irc.nl, fax number +31 15 219 09 55).

Mister/Mrs/Ms: ____________________________________

Representing : ____________________________________

( Will attend  ( Is not able to attend the AWG meeting on 4 and 5 December

( Will be represented by : ______________________________

Will join the dinner on Tuesday evening: ( yes  ( no
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