Minutes of meeting of the EUWI AWG (African Working Group)

Meeting date:

December 4th 2007

Time:


13.00 – 18.00 hr. 

Location & Venue:
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Paris, France

Co-Chairs:
Mr. Charles Ngangoué & Mr Jean-Luc Francois 

Facilitator:

Mr. Paul van Koppen 

Rapporteur:

Coline van der Ven

Invitees:
AWG members (see list of participants on the AWG part of the EUWI website [www.euwi.net])

1. Opening & Introductory session

Opening welcomes were made by Michel Prom, Deputy Head of the Development Policies Directorate (DPDEV) of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Charles Ngangoué, Ministry of Water  & Energy, Congo Brazzaville (the head of the support office to the AMCOW chair and co-chair of the AWG) and Jean-Luc Francois, Deputy Head of the MDGs Sectoral Policy Department of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs (co-chair of AWG). 

Mr Prom stressed the importance of the Africa-EU Partnership and the sustainability of our interventions. He also mentioned the support of France in pleading for a continuation of the European Water Facility under EDF10. Charles Ngangoué referred in his opening words to the IYS2008. Next year, 2008 will be the International Year of Sanitation. Many events will be held and focus on the theme of sanitation.  Furthermore, Africa will also be holding major events, such as the AfricaSan+5 in February and the African Water Week in March 2008. AMCOW is involved in these events and invites the AWG and AMCOW-TAC members to play a key role in making these events successful. 

A round of introduction amongst the participants was made. The attendance list of all participants is available on the AWG part of the EUWI website (www.euwi.net – Africa / Own Documents / Meetings / AWG / Paris 2007). Simultaneous FR-EN translation was made available to the participants by kind courtesy of the French hosts.

· Minutes

The minutes of the AWG meeting in Stockholm (i.e. the last AWG meeting) are available on the AWG part of the EUWI website (www.euwi.net – Africa / Own Documents / Meetings / AWG / Stockholm 2007). There were no remarks on these minutes except for one item brought forward by Charles Ngangoué, on item 3 under Governance of AMCOW. The next General Assembly will take place in 2009; not in 2008. The new list of AMCOW representatives will be made available as soon as possible. 

· Feedback from AMCOW : 

Charles Ngangoué reported back on the main decisions taken during the meeting of the executive committee of AMCOW in Nairobi, November 2007

The new composition of the AMCOW presidency is as follows:

President: 

	Congo
	Bruno Jean Richard ITOUA (Ministry of Energy and Hydraulics of Congo)


Vice-Presidents:

	Chad
	Abakar Ramadame  

	Lesotho
	Monyane Moleleki 

	Senegal
	Adama Sall 

	Burundi
	Odette Kayetessi 

	Mauritanie
	Oumar Ould Yali 


The new members of the AMCOW-TAC are as follow:

President: Charles Ngangoué

	· Central Africa: 

Congo 

Democratic Republic of Congo

Chad 

Cameroon 

CAR


	· East Africa:

Burundi 

Ethiopia 

Tanzania 

Sudan

Kenya


	· North Africa: 

Mauritania

Egypt

Algeria

Libya

Morocco

	· West Africa: 

Benin 

Mali

Niger

Nigeria

Senegal 


	· Southern Africa: 

Lesotho (chair of AMCOW-TAC) 
Zambia, 

South Africa, 

Namibia

Botswana 


	


The new members of the AMCOW EXCO are as follows:

	· Central Africa:

Congo

Democratic Republic of Congo

Chad (vice-chair of AMCOW on regional level.) 


	· East Africa:

Burundi (vice-president, member of African Water Facility Steering Committee, chairman of sub-regional AMCOW TAC)
Sudan

Ethiopia


	· North Africa:

Mauritania (sub-regional vice-chairman AMCOW, member of African Water Facility Steering Committee, chairman of sub-regional AMCOW-TAC)

Egypt

Tunisia

	· West Africa:

Ghana

Senegal (sub-regional vice-president of AMCOW)
Togo

Burkina Faso (member of sub-regional African Water Facility Steering Committee)
	· South Africa:

Lesotho (sub-regional vice-chairman, sub-regional AMCOW-TAC chair, Chairman of African Water Facility Steering Committee)

Botswana 

Zambia
	


· Latest news on EUWI

There was not so much news from the EUWI, yet there were several questions from the participants. Martin Walshe answered these. Firstly, he explained that the European Union Water Initiative (EUWI) is an initiative and not a funding instrument. The Water Facility (WFac) was put in place to catalyse and leverage money for watsan initiatives and projects in ACP countries. One specific activity of the WFac concerned the support to AMCOW and its operations. 

In addition, a lot of development work is done through the programmes of the European Commission, please see also the EuropeAid website to read about this work and its achievements (http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/index_en.htm).  The decision on the continuation of a new kind of European Water Facility under EDF10 is not yet clear; this will be decided within several months from now.

2. Sanitation thematic discussion

· Outcomes of e-conference 

Christophe le Jallé (programme Solidarité-Eau or pS-Eau) made a presentation on the summary of the Sanitation E-conference which took place during 3 weeks in November. In the next few weeks, the executive summary will be made available. Please see www.euwi.net for the presentation. (post-meeting: the executive summary is now available …)
The e-conference for sanitation was a very effective exercise that involved many participants from EU and Africa. It aimed to discuss the full scope of the problem of sanitation so that an active participation could be obtained. Christophe illustrated the outcome of the e-conference with the following example. An issue that was discussed was rural areas. Rural local authorities have the responsibility to establish a network or infrastructure to give awareness to sanitation and promote sanitation and hygiene. Donors will most likely not subsidize directly into households, but contribute to a development of campaigns and provide funding to local authorities or organisations who work on improving local sanitation. One of the outcomes of this discussion is the importance of involving schools and the ministries of education and health in this.   

The e-conference was planned in different stages. It was first developed during the meeting in Ouagadougou in April and then began taking shape in the meeting in Stockholm. Discussions were held in November and now the outcomes need to be transferred into activities. This will be done in the coming weeks.

The presentation triggered many questions and remarks including compliments for the richness and outcome of the e-conference. Several good suggestions were made which will be incorporated where possible in the final report. All the contributions to the e-conference are available at the following link: groups.google.fr/group/sanitation-assainissement   

The next steps of this exercise are:

· Write a consolidated summary of the e-conference

· Within 2 weeks, people can send in comments and suggestions on the summary

· Before the end of the year a report will be written which will be handed over to UK (co-chair of AWG in 2008) for the preparation of the sanitation statement in the High Level Meeting.

· The reports and feedback will be produced in two languages and the results will be integrated into the Sanitation Statement which is being prepared.  

The AMCOW-EU statement of sanitation will be presented during CSD-16. The UK will take the lead on the preparation of this activity.

· Linkages / Inputs of AWG to

I. East Africa Regional Sanitation Conference, Nairobi, 27-28 Nov 2008

Franz-Josef Batz (GTZ) made a presentation on the results and recommendations of this regional conference in Nairobi. Please see www.euwi.net for the presentation. The conference report will be made available after Christmas but before Africasan+5. 

II. AfricaSan+5 2008 (Durban, 18-20 February 2008)

Pierre Boulenger (WSP) made a presentation on AfricaSan (www.africansan2008.net). Please see www.euwi.net for the presentation. Invitations have been sent out in the last week of November, people are invited to register for this African event. .

3. Mapping of EU aid for WSS and IWRM in Africa

· Preliminary results of the AWG mapping exercise

Paul van Koppen (coordinator of the support group to the AWG) made a presentation on behalf of Catarina Fonseca (IRC) to update the AWG on the status and progress of this exercise. Please see also www.euwi.net for the presentation. 

Phase 1 of the mapping exercise was originally to be finalised by the end of 2007 under the co-chairmanship of France. Unfortunately the preparation of the questionnaire and especially the coordination and alignment with UN-Water and OECD-DAC entailed much more work than initially expected. 

Jean Luc Francois mentioned that in addition to this mapping exercise, there is another EU mapping exercise, coordinated by a sub-group of WPIEI. This exercise tries to compile the outcome of earlier commitments and obligations of EU MS with respect made at CSD13, out of them some are covered already under the AWG mapping exercise which will therefore be shared with the WPIEI sub-group on water. At the CSD16 conference, the results of this mapping exercise will be presented. France, as chair of this sub-group, will prepare a report on this exercise and submit it at the CSD 16. 

Mogens Bregnbæk from the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Technical Advisory Services mentioned that the mapping exercise was tried in 2002-2004 but that it didn’t succeed. He is quite pleased that new life is being given to the exercise and encourages everyone to be committed to support it.

The questionnaire for the mapping exercise asks for data from the last 3 year as well as on the coming year with respect to donor funding. It tries to avoid overlaps and double-counting by focussing on direct bilateral funding flows. Direct bilateral funding flow defines itself as aid flowing directly from one country to another country. As the AWG (and the UN-Water exercise) does not want a double counting in this exercise, core funding from donors to multi-laterals or banks is not counted in this respect. 

Some participants suggested to include in the mapping data on gender and poverty-orientation. Paul van Koppen answered that this is quite difficult to do at this stage; however, the suggestion of looking at aspects like gender and equity will be taken in account in the final questionnaire and may be taken up in the later interpretation and analysis of the collected data.

At the moment, the questionnaire has been tested by four donors and it will be sent out to the 26 EU member states (MS) and the Commission.

· UN Water Report Presentation by Didier Allely 

Didier Allely (Joint Monitoring Programme, WHO) made a presentation on behalf of UN Water and its initiative for a Global Annual Assessment (GLAAS). Please see www.euwi.net for the presentation. For more information, contact Federico Properzi (properzif@who.int). 

UN Water and AWG have developed the questionnaire for the EU MS and Commission jointly so that it can be used for different objectives in using one approach to EU MS. While the mapping exercise for AWG is solely focusing on EU aid to Africa, the UN Water exercise is focussed on global aid volumes: from all global donors and NGO’s, providing aid to all developing countries.

4. Closure

The co-chairs closed the first day meeting. 

A dinner has been organised for all the participants at the restaurant on the first level of the Eiffel Tower. 
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