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European Union Water Initiative – Africa Working Group
Summary of Workplan 2008



1. Context

In 2008, UK and Congo-Brazzaville will be the co-chairs of the AWG. The Troika will then consist of: 

· United Kingdom (European co-chair), Peregrine Swann and Brian Baxendale

· France (outgoing chair), Jean-Luc Francois and Veronique Verdeil

· Austria (incoming chair), Thomas Zipper

· the European Commission, Martin Walshe and Andre Liebaert 

Financial resources in 2008: about 760,000 €

· WFac: 407,000 €

· EC:
151,000 € 

· DFID
200,000 €

2. Objectives for 2008 

The  AWG will use the following general objectives for 2008:

1. The AWG strives for stronger involvement of and cooperation with AMCOW(-TAC) and the African Union.
2. The AWG will work in 2 languages (bilingual operations)  
3. Coordination and alignment with other major international activities and events, including inter alia the AfDB, WSP, UN-Water etc
4. Improve and strengthen the communications between the AWG and its main stakeholders, 

The specific objectives & outputs for 2008 are: 
Operational AWG:
· 3 AWG meetings

· The development and implementation of a communications strategy 
· 2 news letters and annual report

Policy dialogue:
· Support to the Africasan action plan on sanitation
· High-level meeting, with Af-EU statement on sanitation,
· The strengthening of the Africa-European Partnership and the re-inforcement of the relationship with AMCOW, AMCOW-TAC and the new executive secretary
· Strengthening of the relationship and collaboration with other relevant networks and EUWI working groups
Country dialogue promotion:
· The evaluation of the CD process and the start of the modified CD process in 5+ countries
· Support to 5+ countries on financing strategies. 

Accountability and transparency:

· First report on mapping of European aid to Africa (aligned with GLAAS/UN-Water & OECD-DAC). 
IWRM/TBWM:
· Support to RBOs: planning and programming for IWRM/TBW activities. 
· Capacity bldg for RBOs: 
3. Calendar of events & main activities for 2008 (provisional)

January 

· Finalization of draft work plan 2008, incl Troika telcon meeting to discuss this

February

· Troika meeting with AMCOW-TAC (during Africasan+5) to finalize work plan 2008, prepare AWG meeting in Tunis, finalize high-level statement, etc 

March

· AWG meeting-1 in Tunis on 29 March, incl AMCOW-TAC/Troika pre-meeting
April

· Troika meeting (telcon/faced): to prepare CSD-16 & finalize statements 

May

· CSD-16, present sanitation statement, high level meeting?

June

· Troika meeting (possibly through VC): to prepare Stockholm

· News letter to AWG members & to other stakeholders

July

· AU Summit/Heads of State (Egypt)

August

· AWG meeting-2 during Stockholm water week (17-23 August) 
September

· Aid-effectiveness meeting (2-3 Sept, Accra, Ghana): 

· High level meeting of AWG with Ministers?

November/December

· AWG meeting-3 in UK (London/L’boro)
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