Minutes of meeting of the EUWI AWG (African Working Group)

Meeting date:

March 29th 2008
Time:


08.30 - 14.00 hr. 

Location & Venue:
Marhaba 1, Sheraton Hotel, Tunis
Co-Chairs:
Mr. Charles Ngangoué & Mr. Peregrine Swann
Facilitator:

Mr. Paul van Koppen 

Rapporteur:

Coline van der Ven

Invitees:
AWG members (see list of participants on the AWG part of the EUWI website [www.euwi.net])
1. Welcome 
Both co-chairs, Mr. Charles Ngangoué and Peregrine Swann welcomed all to the 2nd part of the AWG meeting. 
A round of introduction of the participants was made (please see the attendance list on the AWG part of the EUWI website, www.euwi.net) 

The agenda was slightly adapted. 

To add: ERA-NET SPLASH would like to give a short presentation before lunch.
2. Work plans 2008 (AWG & AMCOW-TAC) & common activities
· Final work plan of AWG for 2008 (for information)
Peregrine Swann from DFID gave a short presentation of the AWG work plan 2008. Please see his presentation on the AWG part of the EUWI website (www.euwi.net). 
The AWG work plan 2008 has been uploaded unto the website.

· Identification of joint activities AMCOW-TAC & AWG
Charles Ngangoué explained that AMCOW-TAC does not have yet its work plan ready. It tried to have its work plan ready for this meeting. Unfortunately this is not the case. The main reason of this delay is the desired integration of the regional plans and the involvement of the sub-regional TAC members. 

Looking ahead, Charles indicated that the conclusions that will come out of the African Water Week will be used in the work plan and, based on these results, AMCOW-TAC will plan its activities in 2008. 

Therefore, the following activities can be expected for 2008 :

· AU Summit in June/July and the meetings prior to this summit

· 2 video conferences with the chairman of the sub-regional technical advisory committees
· A meeting of AMCOW-TAC in May in preparation of the above events.

· AWG meeting during the WWW in Stockholm 

· In October, there will be teleconference with the regional presidents of AMCOW-TAC 

· In November, a teleconference with the whole of AMCOW-TAC

The communication within the AMCOW-TAC is still very weak. Charles mentions that it would like to take advantage of the AWG communication strategy to inform the activities and plans of the AMCOW-TAC to all AWG members. 

3. Mapping of EU aid for WSS and IWRM in Africa
· Preliminary results
Catarina Fonseca from IRC gave a short presentation on the preliminary results of the Mapping of EU aid exercise. Please see her presentation on the AWG part of the EUWI website (www.euwi.net). 

Catarina Fonseca and Carlos Diaz form the IRC team that has been working on the EU Mapping of EU Aid project. This is the first study on financial aid volumes from EU and EC to Africa for the IWRM and WASH sector in view of the detailed nature. The aid questionnaire was sent at the beginning of 2008 to all the water advisors in all the EU MS and in the EC. The results presented in this presentation are preliminary and should be treated as such. While the majority of aid donors has contributed, there are still a number of MS that need to send in a filled questionnaire. 
The AWG mapping exercise is integrated with a similar exercise of UN-Water: the Global annual assessment (GLAAS). AWG and UN-Water use the same questionnaire, will exchange the data and do the interpretation jointly. Also, they will hold a side event during Stockholm WWW to present their findings.  At the request of several members, the questionnaire as used by IRC will be uploaded onto the website so that all members interested can have a look. 

The presentation yielded an interesting discussion and questions for clarification on the preliminary results. As an important follow-up action, the meeting agreed that the Troika will try to bring a proposal to the DAC meeting in June (the WP Statistics) to disaggregate for sanitation and water supply in the DAC monitoring system. Peregrine Swann suggested to prepare a 2 pager note to this effect.
4. Cooperation between AWG & FWG
· Present summary of FWG’s Workplan 2008
Johan Holmberg from FWG gave a short presentation on the FWG Work plan. Please see his presentation on the AWG part of the EUWI website (www.euwi.net). 

Johan Holmberg elaborated on the CD (country dialogue) process and the relationship to the country financing strategies. There is a CD evaluation process underway, coming up with a modified approach for the CD process. Unfortunately contracting for this has been delayed. It is expected to start in April so that the results can be presented in Stockholm in August. 

In anticipation of the new CD approach, it is expected that an important cornerstone will be the demand from the country. Countries should express clear demand and take an in-country leading role in the country dialogue. 

Similarly, to prepare country financing strategies, the FWG is exploring the interest of countries. Resources are available to support this. In practice, this should be done in countries that have already established some kind of national planning framework. So far, Lesotho and Burkina Faso have agreed to work with the FWG for this but more countries are welcome.
In view of the work plan of FWG and in view of the new CD process, the meeting encouraged that AMCOW-TAC helps to raise interest in African countries. The meeting added several suggestions to promote the CD process and to make use of the successes so far. 
5. Thematic brainstorming: TB/IWRM
· Presentation & Discussion on AWG plans for 2008 + 2009

Paul van Koppen from IRC gave a short presentation to start a brainstorm on the IWRM activities of the AWG. Please see his presentation on the AWG part of the EUWI website (www.euwi.net). 

As 2009 will be the UN year of Transboundary (TB), the AWG should develop some activities on IWRM and Transboundary River Basins. A discussion took place. Some ideas of activities or suggestions for the next years are:
· Provide communications on the status of the 10 EC Transboundary River Basins

· The relationship to climate change and the EU Infrastructure Partnership should be clear
· Link to agriculture land use
· Build on the work of other partners like GWP, OMVS, ANBO and WSP, use the Petersburg results
It was proposed to establish a reference group who are willing to help develop activities for TB/IWRM and to prepare a discussion for Stockholm.

During the discussion, the following people volunteered to be in this reference group:

· Christ Tydeman – WSUP (ctydeman@lineone.net) 
· Axel Julie -  GWP (axel.julie@gwpforum.org) 

· Christoph Brachtet – NBZ (christophe.brachet@centaliens.net)

· Jean-Paul Lecomte – OMVS (jp.lecomte@omvs-soe.org
· Tansir Ndiaye – OMVS (tamsir.ndiaye@omvs.org) 

· Lenka Thamae – Orange-Sequ Basin Commission (thamael@dwaf.gov.za) 

· Lamine Konate – Hydrologue/OMVG (lkonate@omrg.fr / laminekonate0502@yahoo.fr) 
6. SPLASH

Peter O’Neill from DFID presented on behalf of the EUWI ERA-NET “SPLASH”. For detailed information or for communications with Splash, please see www.splash-era.net. The following is a summary of Peter’s presentation.
ERA-NET is an EU initiative to co-ordinate the work of member states who are funders of research for development for water and sanitation. It has 16 participants from 11 member states. ERA-NET is the European Research Area network and within which, the EUWI initiative, co-ordinated by DFID in the UK, is called ‘SPLASH’. The co-ordination action commenced in January 2007 with a four year programme with two primary objectives: 

1. To connect member states work to avoid duplication, and achieve greater harmonisation and alignment.

2. To work towards and implement joint funded and managed programmes in research, innovation, new knowledge and information. 

Beyond setting up the administration and management, a Scientific Advisory Council (SAC) has been set up with members from the science community, water specialists and water practitioners both from the more developed and less developed countries. This SAC enables the SPLASH to reach out to a wider community to monitor and steer the work that is being carried out in the EUWI ERANET.

‘SPLASH workstreams have also included identification of work in research for water and sanitation that is ongoing within developing countries: who is involved, what organisations and institutions exist and what is the capacity to do more. How can these initiatives be connected and capacity increased? Do case studies exist and what are the lessons learned, successful and not so successful? 

More importantly ERA-NET is looking to find the priorities for future programmes, what are the major hurdles and barriers to water and sanitation provision in poorer countries and are those issues and problems researchable to find a solution? 

It is also holding workshops in Africa and the Mekong to augment the data collection exercise, and we are reaching out to NEPAD and initiatives like AWG to let us know your thoughts on research priorities. 

In parallel to this work we are determining how a joint programme can be planned and implemented, taking into account the particular requirements of individual states, legal, procurement, planning, monitoring. 

Our aim is to produce research outputs that accelerate the progress towards the MDGs and greater coverage of water and sanitation. In DFID we are committed to working with others and funding innovation in technical, policy and governance areas - and working with SPLASH partners will hopefully help us accelerate delivery of better outcomes to poor people.
7. Update on status of several activities

· County Dialogue evaluation: status and progress

As elaborated under point 4 (FWG plans), the contracting for the evaluation has been delayed. It is now expected to start in April so that it can be presented in Stockholm in August. 
· Communications plan for AWG & EUWI

Paul van Koppen from IRC gave a short presentation on the scope and nature of the project to prepare the AWG communications plan. Please see his presentation on the AWG part of the EUWI website (www.euwi.net). 

IRC has been asked to make a communication plan. Sascha de Graaf and Dick de Jong are the IRC team members involved in this process. The presentation presented the starting points and the overall planning, for feedback from the members.
Suggestions from the meeting were:

· Define  parliamentarians/MPs as target groups: get them involved in water and sanitation to attract funding and get their attention

· Align with the communications plan for the EUWI in general.

· Consider targeting also the politicians in Europe and Africa

· Look at communicators and existing channels to disseminate information quickly, involve NGO’s and CSO

· Have at least 2 languages: French and English. Consider also Portuguese, as the third language
· Make better use of the EUWI website

Based on the feedback, the IRC team will proceed with the making of the plan, aiming at completion in June
· Next AWG meeting during SWWW

There will be an AWG meeting during the Stockholm World Water Week (August 18th – 22nd). In the coming months, information will be communicated concerning the exact date and time of this meeting.
AOB

· Brian Baxendale mentioned that there are monthly Troika telecom meetings, to continue until Stockholm. It will be great to have AMCOW (-TAC) members involved in these meetings.
8. Closure and departure (14.00 hrs)
Mr. Charles Ngangoué and Mr. Peregrine Swann closed the meeting at 14.00 hours, thanking all for participating and wishing everyone a safe trip home.
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