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UCLG ASPAC was establ ished in Taipei  on 14 Apr i l  
2004,  as the new entity of IULA ASPAC.

The International Union of Local Authorit ies ( IULA) was
establ ished in 1913 in Belgium, whi le IULA ASPAC,
headquartered in Jakarta , Indonesia was set up in September
1989. Secretariat is hosted by Jakarta City Government.

ABOUT US

The Asia and Pacif ic region is the biggest regional
Section in UCLG, l inkages to more than 10,000 local
governments. UCLG ASPAC represents well over 3.76
bi l l ion people.

All the regional sections of UCLG are decentral ised.





UCLG ASPAC STANDING COMMITTEES & COMMITTEES

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE

CIRCULAR 
ECONOMY

COMMITTEE

LOGISTIC COMMITTEE
(NEXT PLAN)

Standing Committee and the Committee are the 
modalities of the implementations of actions 

related to the thematic local cooperation

Several Committees are led by the Chinese Local 
Governments (BRLC, 21CMCC, SCWLG, UATC, and to 
be established a Logistic Committee) at the UCLG 

ASPAC Congress in Yiwu,  China, 13-15 Nov 2023

PROMOTE & STRENGTHEN WOMEN LEADERS & 
GENDER RESPONSIVE & PARTICIPATORY 
PLANNING & BUDGETING

MODALITIES: C2C or LG2LG Cooperation, peer-
to-peer learning, practical training on planning and 
management.



PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS

Climate Resilient and Inclusive Cities (CRIC) Project 

Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and 
Energy | Southeast Asia Secretariat
An international alliance of cities and local governments with a shared
long-term vision of promoting and supporting voluntary action to combat
climate change and move to a low-emission and resilient society.
More than 227 city signatories in Asia.

The objective is to propose a long-lasting and unique cooperation
between cities and research centres in Europe, Indonesia, and other
countries from Southeast Asia, and to contribute substantially to
sustainable integrated urban development, good governance, and climate
adaptation/mitigation through long-lasting partnerships, and tools such as
sustainable local action plans, early warning system tools, and experts
panels. The CRIC Project is implemented in 10 pilot cities in Indonesia.

Results: Creation of multi-stakeholders climate task force at 10 cities,
development of Climate Action Plans (CAPs), climate inventory, etc.



Urban-Act as an ambitious 4-year Collaborative Climate Action (CCA)
support programme aims to strengthen the CCA and enhance the capacities
of city governments to engage in a meaningful way in climate change
dialogues and implementation across the programme’s countries and within
the region. This programme is funded by the German Government
International Climate Initiative (IKI) and led by a consortium of partners
including GIZ, UNESCAP, UCLG ASPAC, and universities (IREUS, TU
Dortmund). It promotes climate vertical integration.

Target Countries: Indonesia, India, Philippines, China, Thailand

Urban-Act: Integrated Urban Climate Action for Low Carbon 
and Resilient Cities

Urban-Act

MuNASS II

Municpalities Network Advocacy on Sanitation 
in South Asia (MuNASS) 
MuNASS Phase II objective is to strengthen the capacity of local
municipal associations and municipalities on sanitation (SDG 6.2).
MuNASS has assisted in the implementation of sanitation and
investment plans, improving sanitation policy framework through
collaboration with stakeholders as well as in developing the
accessibility of financial options through different funding
mechanisms. the project focuses Bangladesh and Nepal and shortly
will be upscaled to Asia-Pacific region.

PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS



Localise SDGs in Indonesia
The LOCALISE SDGs programme is supported by grants from the EU
Indonesia, and implemented by UCLG ASPAC, in collaboration with the
Association of Indonesian City Governments (APEKSI) and involving other
LGAs of executive and legislative bodies (DPRDs), APPSI, APKASI,
ADEKSI, and ADKASI. This programme aims to strengthen the capacity of
local governments and their associations in implementing SDGs in 16
provinces and 14 cities in Indonesia, as well as networking with local and
foreign local governments and other development actors.

Although the grant ended in 2021, the programme is continued. These
include the development of VLR (Surabaya and Jakarta) and VSR
Indonesia which were included in VNR Indonesia to show the perspective
of LGs.

PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS

LEAD for SDGs Project is localising the SDGs in Pakistan. UCLG ASPAC
is committed to strengthening the local governments' roles in Pakistan in
achieving the SDGs in the country. In Collaboration with the Association
for Development of Local Governance in Pakistan (ADLG), the
programme has been contributing to the progress of the localising of
SDGs.

Result: Production of VSR Pakistan, more than 600 representatives of
local governments and other local stakeholders were trained on SDGs,
etc.

LEAD for SDGs



The 100 Resilient Cities Programme in the world/100 Resilient Cities
(100RC) is a programme pioneered by The Rockefeller Foundation in
2013 which aims to help cities that are members of its network to be
resilient in the face of increasing social, economic, and physical city
challenges and issues, including globalisation, urbanization, and climate
change. This programme supports and facilitates 100 cities that are its
members to (i) identify and analyse social, economic and physical
problems of cities; (ii) obtain service assistance from 100RC partners in
building city resilience; and (iii) increase understanding of the concept of
resilience and increasing the implementation of this concept globally.

ASEAN Mayors Forum (AMF)
AMF was originally conceived in 2011 when visionary mayors in Southeast
Asia met for the first time in Surabaya, Indonesia, to demonstrate the
importance of local contributions to ASEAN’s regional integration.

Facilitated by UCLG ASPAC, the Forum has gained prominence since
2015, with successive AMF meetings to discuss the ASEAN community
building and how LGs/Mayors/Governors can help accelerate its progress
and benefits for citizens. In 2018, AMF was accredited as an entity
associated with ASEAN, due to ASEAN member states official recognition
of its common goals and contribution to the ASEAN’s community building.

Jakarta Resilient City (Jakarta Berketahanan)

PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS



Cities:

• Occupy 3% of land space

• Produce 50% of land waste

• Account for 60-80% of GHG 

Emissions

• Consume 75% Natural 

Resources

• Produce 80% of GDP
Source: Global Green Growth Institute

CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACT





 Climate change is caused by human activities. The Local governments know better the local 
situation and are closest to the people, so they understand the needs and priorities of the 
communities.

 Local government is a strategic partner as they can work with citizens, businesses, CBOs, and NGOs, 
and academe at the horizontal level, and with the national government at the vertical level. 

 They can leverage the partnerships and promote a multi-level governance system. The creation of 
the Climate Change Task Force at 10 pilot cities of CRIC demonstrates the cooperation of local 
governments and various other stakeholders in planning climate actions.

 LG can provide effective leadership for their citizens because they have an opportunity to catalyze 
and sustain behavioral change at individual and community levels for building community 
resilience.

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AS CRITICAL ACTORS TO TACKLE THE CLIMATE 
CHANGE



 Local governments are political actors, they are not just managerial entities – they have a 
role in planning, initiating, promoting, and guiding local development (the principle of 
TALD).

 Local governments can contribute to development as the key partners of the national 
government by ensuring that development initiatives target the needs and priorities of 
citizens.

 Local government service delivery is critical in ensuring social economic growth as well as 
addressing poverty and inequality. They can mobilise additional resources from citizens, the 
private sector, and development partners.

 LGs and LGAs can provide capacity development training to enhance the knowledge in 
climate change among their units, and advocacy for climate actions at national and regional 
levels.

WHY LOCAL GOVERNMENTS ARE THE KEY ACTORS IN TALD



HOW DOES UCLG ASPAC TAKE PART IN THE LGS ISSUE?

Establishing city-to-city cooperation as part of decentralized cooperation plays an
essential part of the SDGs localisation process, which opens new fields and
opportunities in international actions of the local and regional governments
(LRGs).

City Enabling Environment: An assessment that allows local governments to
benchmark themselves against the minimum standards required for cities and
local authorities to contribute significantly to the effective management of
urbanisation



Context of City Enabling Environment (CEE): 
Challenges of the Global Development Agenda

15

Realities & challenges 
brought by 

urbanisations, layers of 
local governments

vis-à-vis

The promise & 
challenges of global 

development agenda 



CITY ENABLING ENVIRONMENT RATING IN ASIA PACIFIC

City Enabling Environment: An assessment that allows local government to benchmark themselves
against the minimum standards required for cities and local authorities to contribute significantly to
effective management of urbanisation

Catalyze Public Debate on 
Urban Policy

Why CEE Rating?

Create Conducive 
Environments

Productive, sustainable and inclusive 
development

Helps Cities and Local Authorities Determine Actions at 
National Level

Increase Effectiveness in Urban 
Management



WHAT A CITY ENABLING ENVIRONMENT (CEE) RATING FOR UCLG ASPAC

• Previous CEE Rating for Asia Pacific countries was published in 
2018, which undertakes an assessment of the national 
institutional enabling environment for local governments in Asia & 
the Pacific to play an effective role in managing urbanisation.

• It allows us to identify and monitor the gaps in policy and 
institutional frameworks that are impacting local governments, 
particularly in the implementation of the SDGs.

• The rating analysis helps countries to draw lessons from each 
other and stimulates dialogue between ministers, mayors and 
development partners on the state of decentralisation. 

• It helps local governments advocate with higher tiers of 
government for actions to increase effectiveness in urban 
management.



CITY ENABLING ENVIRONMENT (CEE) RATING ASIA PACIFIC



CITY ENABLING ENVIRONMENT (CEE) RATING FOR ASIA 
PACIFIC



CITY ENABLING ENVIRONMENT RATING CRITERIA 11



Total Score by Country of CEE Criteria



• Five criteria  (constitutional framework, legislative framework,  citizens performance, transparency, and local government performance) score above 3.  

• The criteria of financial transfers from central government relate directly to the constitutional arrangements for decentralisation of administrative and fiscal responsibilities. 

• There is a vertical fiscal imbalance between revenues collected by the central and local government that often results in complicated transfer arrangements. 

• Local government revenue collection in many Asia-Pacific countries is poor. This is partly due to the limited powers of many local governments to set local property tax rates, local 

levies, and service charges.  

• Lack of a comprehensive urban strategy is linked to poor planning and management of cities,  leading to subsequent sporadic and unplanned development.

• Lack of urban strategy has contributed to serious environmental problems,  congestion, and poor-quality building design and construction. 

Average CEE Criterion Score Across All Countries



CEE Rating: Financial Transfers from the
Central Government to Local Governments: Southeast Asia 
Cases

Financial Transfer Issues from
Central Government to Local Government



• LG is the key actor in promoting TALD as they are in charge of local development and 

agent of change at the local level. 

• The bottom-up approach in TALD is a key principle, therefore CEE Ratings are necessary 

to see the conducive environment in LGs. Most Asia-Pacific countries have enabling 

constitutional frameworks for LGs but the strengthening of supporting legislative 

frameworks, especially for fiscal devolution and inclusiveness is required to be 

developed for stronger decentralised, autonomous & self-sufficient LGs.

• Many countries do not have strong enabling frameworks for LGs to generate their own 

local revenues. In Sri Lanka, Laos, and many Pacific Island states, LGs are highly 

dependent on the state/province or national governments for funds to support the 

development of infrastructures and delivery of services.

• Climate offers a comprehensive framework for ‘integrating’ and ‘localising’ the SDGs as 

it links with various SDGs that provide local multi-dimensional focus. 

• TALD is a territorial approach that allows development that is spatially integrated with 

physical, social, economic, and environmental sustainability. As the climate is a 

transboundary issue and goes beyond the local administrative border, applying TALD will 

require cooperation amongst neighboring LGs.

Key Takeaways



• LG capacity is an area requiring immediate reform & improvement. 
Improvements in knowledge, skills & the usage of technology are 
needed especially in finance, infrastructure & organisations 
management. 

• In ‘Transparency’ and ‘Citizens Participation,’ local governments appear 
to be doing well, but there is scope for further improvements in some 
countries, and the possibility of certain problems going underreported.

• In assessing the ‘LG Performance’ in Asia-Pacific countries, more focus 
should be on whether or not recommendations from performance 
measurement and audits are considered and implemented. The process 
is generally an internal administrative process. 

• Many Asia-Pacific countries do not perform well on the criteria of ‘Urban 
Strategy.’ There is significant room for improvement in this area, 
especially in the planning and management of urban development.

• For ‘Environment and Climate Change Governance,’ the scope for 
significant improvements to cities and LGs’ roles, in particular, is 
associated with waste management, climate change mitigation, and 
adaptation, pollution, flooding and sustainable mobility.

Key Takeaways



Jakarta City Hall Complex
Jl. Medan Merdeka Barat No. 8-9 

Central Jakarta - Indonesia
https://uclg-aspac.org/ 

@uclgaspac


