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1. Introduction

The European Union (EU) and the Cooperative Republic of Guyana (Guyana), hereinafter ‘the Partners’,
concluded in November 2022 a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for a Forest Partnership. The
Forest Partnership reflects their shared vision for a holistic and integrated approach to forests
implemented on the basis.of formal strategic dialogue and policy cooperation bilaterally and in the
international arena. In this context, the Partners launch a partnership, hereinafter “Forest Partnership”, in
the area of protection, restoration and sustainable management and use of forests aimed at:

i) ENHANCING the role of Guyana’s forests in sustainable and inclusive national development, and
ii) ADDRESSING challenges related to deforestation, forest degradation, climate change and loss of
biodiversity

In the first year following the signature of the MoU, the Partners developed quantified targets and a
Roadmap for implementation, as well as formalised the Technical and Political Working Groups.

In order to further support the implementation of the roadmap, the Partners agreed to the development of
a work plan for the year 2024.

2. Progress towards the targets

The targets to help sustain momentum and steer action towards the achievement of the objectives set in
the MoU, to be reached by 2030, are:

(1) Increase the area of protected, restored or sustainably managed forests:
- Maintain Sustainably managed forests: 12.5 million ha
- Expand Protected & Conserved forests: 30% by 2030 of terrestrial and marine spaces
- Increase Restored forests: 200,000 ha

(2) Increase the number of forest-related decent jobs by at least 8%

(3) Maintain the annual rate of deforestation of natural forests: haly deforestation below 0.1%

The progress towards the Forest Partnership targets will be updated on a yearly basis in the Annual report
implementing the Guyana Forest Partnership with the European Union.

For 2024, the following progress has been made:

Targets to reach by 2030 Progress

(1) Increase the area of protected, restored or Area under SFM maintained at 12.5 ha
sustainably managed forests (SFM):
GFC’s codes of practice in effect over all areas
- Maintain Sustainably managed forests: 12.5
million ha GFC’s monitoring system oversees all areas of
State Forest
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2030 of terrestrial and marine spaces

Areas System.
Under internal discussions at the Protected Areas
Commission, Board level

| - Increase Restored forests: 200,000 ha

Initial work commenced on forest restoration.
First phase pilot being implemented through
national budgetary allocation.

(2) Increase the number of forest-related decent
jobs by at least 8%

Increase in employment in the forestry sector by
4% as at June 2024

(3) Maintain the annual rate of deforestation of
natural forests: haly deforestation below 0.1%

Deforestation rate of 2023 being finalized through
MRVS reporting process. Initial results indicate

that this rate will be below the threshold of 0.1%.

3. The Roadmap and work plan

The Roadmap constitutes the operational framework for implementing the Forest Partnership and
achieving the targets laid out in the Agreement. It was developed using a consultative and participatory
approach with the Technical Working Group (TWG) members and endorsed by the Partners at the first
Political Working Group (PWG) on 29 June 2023.

Since its endorsement, the Partners, through the TWG, have developed a work plan for implementing
several Roadmap actions in 2024. These actions span milestones across the four (4) different Work
Streams in the Roadmap and address critical issues linked to the achievement of the Forest Partnership
targets. Sustainable investments in the forestry sector towards achieving the objectives are also being
pursued.

4. Working Groups

Since the signature of the MoU, four (4) TWG meetings were convened:

- 1t TWG, 6 March, 2023

- 2 TWG, 6 December, 2023
- 39 TWG, 29 January, 2024

- 4N TWG, 5 June, 2024

In addition, a forest coordination meeting was organized in March 2024 by the EU Delegation in
Georgetown, Guyana, in which multiple significant factors of the Forest Partnership were discussed
regarding support in the forest sector in Guyana.

The first PWG was co-chaired in Brussels on 29 June, 2023 by the Hon. Minister of Natural Resources of
Guyana, Vickram Bharrat, and the European Commissioner for International Partnerships, Jutta Urpilainen.
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The second PWG is co-chaired in Georgetown on 7 June 2024, by the Hon. Minister of Natural Resources
of Guyana, Vickram Bharrat, and the Ambassador of the European Union to Guyana, René van Nes.

5. Conclusions

The Partners have agreed ;co the following:
1. The Partners approved the Forest Partnership Work Plan for 2024

2. The Partners agreed to review and update the Roadmap and the composition of the TWG by
the end of 2024

3. The Partners agreed to update the targets once per year in the Forest Partnership Annual Report

Done in Georgetown, Guyana, on 07 June 2024

On behalf of the Cooperative Republic of On behalf of the European Union
Guyana

A7
Minister of Natural Resources of Guyana, Head of the/E legation jo Guyana,
Vickram Bharrat René Van Nes
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