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Assumption & Substantive principles
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic \s ".  "  The many strategies to address urban polarization could be grouped and structured in one core discipline: Urban Planning.
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic \s ".  "  If Urban Planning is a key tool for housing (going from the housing market to housing affordability, from all social categories to low cost housing for the most vulnerable), housing is pivotal for urban economic development and critical for urban social development.

Urban planning provides a holistic point of view for setting up strategies and mechanisms to enhance the investments in the housing sector at all levels (from the bulk housing investment to the self-help housing for the worse-off).  Moreover and most importantly, good Urban Planning  assure an enabling environment for business and the overall urban development; that is a required pre-condition for housing investments.
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic \s ".  "  Urban Planning drafts the framework of local economic development through prescriptions (and restrictions) of development directions and potential investment sectors.
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic \s ".  "  Urban planning sets basic standards and reasonable health and safety requirements for the urban development.  Namely Urban Planning adds values to the living and productive habitat complementing them with appropriate up-to-standards services and facilities at the neighbourhood and city level.
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic \s ".  "  Urban Planning identifies the most appropriate strategies for developing resilient, inclusive and smart cities, in one word SUSTAINABLE cities where the values of equity and good governance are emphasized.
Baseline

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic \s ".  "  The world population is increasingly urbanizing and that is happening particularly in the south of the world.  In sub-Saharan areas, urbanization usually generates urban poverty in slums or bidonvilles where the cleverest informal economies develop.  In principle urban planning in developing countries is a key tool to achieve economic development and to build a good governance environment.  Instead of being clear, effective and operative the approach to urban planning in developing countries is still general, controversial and debatable.

In developed countries urban planning is a consolidated practice which is struggling to be participatory.
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic \s ".  "  Practice and research have developed several strategies and approaches, mechanisms and technologies, tools and methods that could be used in the name of the Good Governance principles and ad hoc indicators. At the macro planning level the Knowledge Mapping Analysis inform structural and regulatory plans to set the basics of development prescriptions (consistency, among housing, production and services/facilities), restrictions (risk areas and investment conditions), and institutional and planning capacity framework.
At the micro planning level a number of land development strategies are available to be applied in favour of the overall development including the poor: upgrading and support to the community livelihood, land readjustment, land sharing, relocation in respect of the international conventions and conditioned to the application of rules established by the international organizations.  Social Housing provision has requested careful attention with ad hoc solutions to the specific target and land development control strategies for land renewal and private development subdivision that could include adequate percentages of land to be developed for social housing purposes.
Key conditions

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic \s ".  "  Participatory approach.  The effectiveness of urban planning depends on the quantity and quality of the stakeholders involved in the assessment and the validation phases. The sustainability of Participation depends on the continuous or at least recurrent participatory mechanisms put in place.

 AUTONUM  \* Arabic \s ".  "  Participatory technologies.  Participatory technologies are to be set up for effective and efficient involvement of the overall urban community (private, public and civil society) through meetings (collective and ad hoc), interviews based on questionnaires (for the general public), conference, public hearings, and types of public consultation (radio, television, street theatre etc.).

The local government and local administrators play a key and supportive role in the urban planning, enabling them to move the first steps forward in the decentralization process.  Their involvement is crucial to build up the required confidence between citizens and the local government management system.
The Municipal Technical Officers (MTOs) are to be strongly motivated participating to the urban planning exercises and to the urban development management. Incentives for MTOs are not necessarily financial.

The private sector is usually interested in participating to urban development exercises with very clear economic development visions. Likewise very clear rules are to be established (within the development control phase) as far as the private investor’s role is concerned in order to get beneficial effects on the overall community and particularly for the most vulnerable.
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic \s ".  "  Modern and innovative technologies.  The efficiency of urban planning depends on the adequate use of modern technologies, among them particularly the GIS and Statistics platforms. Remote sensing technologies, for instance, could easily contribute to the solution of the lack of data and information in developing countries if GIS and Statistic programs could process satellite info.
and.  GIS technologies are the most efficient and fast tools for the purpose of providing reliable Knowledge Mapping Analysis in an extremely fast growing and changing urban environment.
However if the computer science (GIS in the first place and all programmes that could work on its platform) is pivotal for speeding up an urban planning process, nowadays we see a generational gap between the urban planning and high technology know-how.  The new generation of urban planners is particularly skilled in using modern technologies (as well as the participatory approach), and working with the MTOs is proved to be an excellent example of “cooperative learning”.  Young architects, engineers and urban planners, moreover, are likely to improve while working with the old generation of urban planners in a “learning by doing” exercises.
Therefore the presence of young (local) and international planners is a key important and innovative technology to be applied in urban planning also to ensure the sustainability (replicability) of the exercise.
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic \s ".  "  Urban Planning Contents.  Cities are historically conceived for the people living together, and together they produce welfare and well-being. However, living together implies appropriate provision of services and facilities which are critical (if not vital) to healthy, safety and lively cities.

Urban Planning basically combines and matches the following three variables: people/housing, productive activities, and services and facilities to people and their productive activities.
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic \s ".  "  Urban Planning Training Centres.  Urban Planning sustainability is also to be assured through training for architect and engineers in urban development and land management and administration. Centres of excellence for training are established in Europe and just a few in the south of the world where are most needed.
The Academia should play a pivotal role in the planning process and follow up.  Trainings should not be limited to planners, but also to NGOs, and local government technical and administrative officers.  They have to be highly supported during the planning activities and the inception phases of the urban development management.  Upgrading training should also be provided and new tools and methods resulting from the University research should be delivered to those who will be using them. Publications will not be limited to academia activities. Planners and local government technical and administrative officers have to be knowledgeable about urban planning good practices.
 AUTONUM  \* Arabic \s ".  "  Donor Support:  The draft of an urban development plan and regulatory framework is not affordable to most of the local governments particularly in developing countries. Local administrators show sometimes an interested unwillingness. In order to start the engine of urban development assuming that urban planning is the key (see assumptions), an initial capital investment will be needed. Donors and international organizations could play an important role in this regard. In Europe, the EU already participates enabling cities to share and capitalize on experience and learning, disseminating information and outputs and funding project operations. On the other hand, in APC countries, EU shows interest as well as reluctance for urban planning activities, and the final decision is left to each European Commission Delegation who could anyhow be committed to initial investigations and find obstacles and interests.  The Private sector instead (locally and internationally) has been seldom involved though it could also be mobilized if interests are clearly identified and regulated.
These principles and strategies could build sound urban poles with more welfare and less slums.
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