
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WYDE aims to promote political pluralism 

and the inclusiveness of democratic processes 

by significantly enhancing the participation of 

youth and women in all aspects of public life. 

The many legal, cultural and economic barriers 

to women's and youth political participation 

are being identified, measured and mapped. 

The program enables women and youth 

themselves to carry out the awareness and 

advocacy actions needed to overcome or 

remove these barriers. 

 

The program’s name stands for Women and 

Youth in Democracy initiative. It was decided 

by INTPA’s youth sounding board based on a 

series of options set by EPD’s junior officers. 

The Youth Action Plan has WYDE as one of 

its main flagships. It represents a total effort of 

EUR 43 million invested from EU’s Human 

Rights and Democracy thematic program. 

 

WYDE also aims at addressing the increasing 

distrust of young people in institutions and 

political systems. Therefore, WYDE 

contributes to better inform, network and 

empower young people so that they can 

actively, safely and legally participate in 

democracy support, civic activism and political 

office. 

 

Learning by doing, empowering through sub-

grants accompanied with coaching, is at the 

core-heart of the methodology. The WYDE 

Civic engagement chapter has already 

distributed 50 small grants accompanied with 

expertise.  

 

WYDE invests in all forms of participation 

claimed by youth:  

 

Political and partisan participation: working 

with young people and (young) women from 

political parties and parliaments so that they can 

play an ever-meaningful role. 

 

Citizen participation, often non-partisan: 

working with youth and women who have 

chosen to participate as citizens in grassroots 

organizations that engage in institutional 

oversight, anti-corruption, citizen election 

observation, democratic reform advocacy and 

civic education. 

 

Democracy activism: working with bloggers, 

influencers, researchers and grassroots 

movements that promote the universal values of 

human rights and democracy. 

 

The many beneficiaries of the program are 

encouraged to network within the Youth 

Democracy Cohort co-lead by EPD and the 

European Commission. 

 

The WYDE initiative is multilevel (global, 

regional, country and local scopes) and 

multifaceted (involving Parliaments, political 

parties, academia (young African researchers), 

democracy support organisations, youth and 

youth-led organisations, and grass-roots CSOs). 

It supports several of the successful Schools of 

Democracy run by NIMD and Accountability 

Hubs created by Kofi Anan Foundation. 

 

https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/document/download/fe1bcd30-58da-4a37-ab2a-61848789da60_en?filename=Joint%20Communication%20-%20Youth%20Action%20Plan%20in%20EU%20external%20action%202022%20%E2%80%93%202027.pdf
https://epd.eu/what-we-do/programmes/women-and-youth-in-democracy-wyde-civic-engagement-supporting-women-and-youth-participation-in-democratic-processes/
https://youthdemocracycohort.com/map/
https://youthdemocracycohort.com/map/
https://www.inter-pares.eu/en
https://nimd.org/celebrating-the-first-graduates-of-the-uganda-democracy-academy/
https://nimd.org/celebrating-the-first-graduates-of-the-uganda-democracy-academy/
https://www.kofiannanfoundation.org/our-work/women-and-youth-in-democracy-wyde-accountability-hubs/
https://www.kofiannanfoundation.org/our-work/women-and-youth-in-democracy-wyde-accountability-hubs/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities involving youth are ranging from advocacy actions at country or municipality level, or even 

at political party level, accountability labs, domestic election observation, training and networking of 

young politicians, human rights activists, decision makers, researchers, intergenerational twinning 

between confirmed and future leaders. 

Two very visible outcomes of the WYDE will be the coming Global Index on Youth Democratic 

Participation and the strategic partnership for Freedoms of association and assembly signed with 20 

prominent NGOs. 

WYDE also offers opportunities to EU Delegations in case they identify emerging opportunities to 

rejuvenate Democracy in Parliaments, municipalities, specific women and/or youth organisations or 

even through their own youth sounding board (YSB). 

75% of the WYDE resources are linked to Africa because it’s the youngest continent. 

WYDE relies on large grants to European or global organisations such as EPD, IPU, UCLG, ENoP and 

on small to micro-grants to national or even local organisations, accompanied with expertise. WYDE 

also tap into the strength of multilateralism with international organisations such as IDEA and 

UNWomen. 

Coordinated by INTPA.G.1, the WYDE strategic committee is supported by a Youth Researcher 

Network and a Youth Advisory Board, composed by direct beneficiaries of the various actions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


