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Renewed ambition on 
decarbonisation and 
circularity.
Circular Economy and decarbonization 

are at the heart of the Clean 

Industrial Deal (CID) and the 

Competitiveness Compass.

CID sets the EU Ambition to double 

the share of recycled materials in 

the EU’s economy and become a 

global leader in CE by 2030.

COM proposal for -90 % GHG 

emissions by 2040 (climate law)

Credit: EU PRESS ROOM 
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To speed up the transition we need  

• Smarter regulations achieving the right 
balance between environmental ambition and 
ease of doing business notably for SMEs

• A smooth roll out of the Ecodesign for 
Sustainable Products Regulation, including 
the Digital Product Passport

• Incentives, e.g. COM Recommendation on 
Tax incentives to encourage investments in 
clean techs, industrial decarbonisation and 
circularity (2/7/2025)

• Unlock investment

The Circular Economy Act 
(2026)

• shape a Single Market for 
waste and reusable 
materials

• Boost the recovery of 
critical raw materials

• Enhance supply of high 
quality recyclates.



EU’s international action on CE

7

Regional 

Programmes

Support to Global 

Actions 
National Actions

Green Forward

EU CERC

•

•

•

•

Policy dialogue



EU Commitments in support of the CE transition 2021-2024 – 

EUR 3,1 Bio – 130 actions in 100 countries
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Known investment in businesses engaging with the circular economy 

over period of 2018–2023
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We need to move up the ladder!
Circular Practices

Refuse 

Re-use/ Share/ Cascade 

Refurbish 

Reduce and circular sourcing 

Repair 

Repurpose 

Recover

Recycle

Remanufacture 

Circular 
Economy

Linear
Economy

PREVENTION 

PREPARING FOR 
REUSE

RECYCLING 

Steps of the EU Waste Hierarchy

RECOVERY

DISPOSAL 

~80 % of environmental 
impacts of a product are 
determined at the design 

stage.

Redesign 

Recycling is a key 
aspect of a circular 

economy, but 
efforts should 

focus on earlier 
stages of the value 
chain to minimize 

waste before it 
reaches recycling.

• Design Phase
• Most suitable
• Adds value
• Respnsible use and 

manufacturing

• Consumption phase
• Optimal use
• Preserve and extend

life opf products

• End-of life or return
phase

• Capture /retain value
• Use waste as a 

resource

• Loss of resources
• Value lost
• Pollution 



Priorities Moving forward. 

Supporting dissemination of- and 

compliance with new EU CE 

requirements/standards  

Embedding circularity in Global 

Gateway priority areas and 

developing a pipeline of GG flagships

Stepping up engagement with the EU 

private sector – to unlock Investment  

Informal dialogue (upcoming in Q3)

Credit: Microsoft 
Stockphoto

Thank you. 

Contact: 
Bernard.CRABBE@ec.europa.eu 
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EU Circular Economy Resource Centre

A centre that supports the uptake of sound and 

inclusive circular economy policies and 

business models, based on peer-to-peer 

exchanges and partnerships between EU and 

partner country stakeholders. 

Key principles: 

• Additionality

• Collaboration

• Demand-driven



Service offer

KNOWLEDGE LAB

Maps, analyses and consolidates 
EU know-how building up on 
existing networks (European Circular 

Economy Stakeholders’ platform)

Provide demand-based short-
term technical assistance to 
partner countries, through a 
Helpdesk 

POLICY LAB

Supports the development and 

implementation of CE road maps 

in partner countries.

Policy technical assistance 

(ESPR, and CEAP requirements) 

BUSINESS LAB

Supports the circular economy 

transition and market access for 

enterprises and business support 

organisations in partner countries. 

Strengthens the collaboration 

between EU and partner countries’ 

enterprises.

321 4
Collaboration 

support
Peer-to-peer 

learning
Technical 
assistance

Expertise and 
compliance 

support



The Business Lab

World Circular Economy Forum 

Business exchange for new circular markets

Sao Paulo, Brazil 

• 100 participants, onsite and online

• 5 CE business pitches

• 60 min speed dating session

• Helpdesk offer:

• Peer-to-peer exchanges

• CE business scans

• CE train of trainers

• Circular city mapping

• Capacity building to 4 Circular Economy Business 

Hubs identified through calls for proposals and 

implementation of business support programmes

• Support to the Circular Economy Investment 

ecosystem

• Business Awards

EU Green Week event

Brussels, Belgium

• Panel discussion at the business and ecosystem 

levels on how to leverage EU know-how to 

support circular economy business transition 

and build mutually beneficial partnerships in 

partner countries



SWITCH TO GREEN / EXAMPLES OF
SERVICES

GUATEMALA:
TA for action

design to clean up
Montagua River

LAC CE Coalition:
Peer to Peer 
consultations
resulting in 
Regional CE 
Guidelines for LAC

NIGERIA:
TA to develop a  

Circular Economy 
Roadmap 

Zambia:

Support to a pilot
project testing an 
EPR Scheme for
plastic waste
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