
Greening EU Cooperation

Session 5: Greening identification and formulation

Integrating Environment, Climate Change and Disaster Risk 

Reduction in EU External Action



Guiding principles for translating the 
EU ambition into action

Make greening everyone's responsibility

Apply a green lens early on

Focus on positive contributions

Cover all steps of the 

intervention cycle

Look beyond sector horizons

All financial instruments 

need to contribute

Promote the greening of sector policies, 

plans and strategies at national level

Use evidence and monitor 

environmental and climate 

performance

Advocate the green transformation 

in policy dialogue with partners

Ensure interventions are 

environment- and climate-proof



Greening the intervention cycle



Step 1: Identification

Entry points for identification



Identification – early design stage
• Address env/cc concerns in the analyses leading to the 

design of the action (demonstrate a good understanding 
of the relevant context)

• Identify env/cc risks and apply the DNH principle 
(remember that the screening is mandatory for AD 
formulation – annex f3)

• Assess the environmental and climate vulnerability of 
the action and identify options to ensure its resilience

• Avoid excluded activities

• Maximise positive contributions (possible for all sectors; 
inspiration: Quick Tips)

• Assess indicative contributions to the climate and 
biodiversity spending targets

• Include env/cc thematic units in the co-creation process (as 
early as possible!)





Step 2: Formulation

Entry points for formulation



Formulation – robust design

• Build on the greening steps from 
identification

• Finalise the screening process

• (If relevant) finalise environmental 
or climate assessments

• Develop specific green measures 
and indicators

• Score policy and Rio markers

• Ensure partners’ processes are 
aligned



Indicators

GERF and IPA III RF





Rio markers: the tool to measure contributions

Essential to comply with the 

OECD DAC eligibility criteria

Markers validated at Action 

Document level

AAPs must only indicate 0%, 

40% or 100% contributions



Wear your ‘green glasses’!



• Unsure about the analysis? 

• Need help identifying opportunities?

• Not sure how to maximise 

potential?

• How should I score the action?

• Where do I find information?

• Who do I contact?

INTPA-GREENING-FACILITY@ec.europa.eu

ENEST-GREENING-FACILITY@ec.europa.eu

MENA-GREENING-FACILITY@ec.europa.eu

mailto:INTPA-GREENING-FACILITY@ec.europa.eu
mailto:ENEST-GREENING-FACILITY@ec.europa.eu
mailto:MENA-GREENING-FACILITY@ec.europa.eu


The Greening EU Cooperation Toolbox

Online tool

EXACT External Wiki - EN - EC Public Wiki

PDF document

Capacity4dev

https://wikis.ec.europa.eu/display/ExactExternalWiki/Greening+EU+Cooperation+Toolbox
https://capacity4dev.europa.eu/library/greening-eu-international-cooperation-toolbox_en?listing=group_library&refgid=686




Quick Tips example: PSD & Trade



Quick Tips example: agriculture and food system



Quick Tips: Migration / Working with Nature



• Maximise opportunities and minimise risks!

• Opportunities to contribute to env/cc objectives 

- Green whenever possible!

• Be explicit!

• Avoid excluded activities

• DNH as bare minimum

• Risk management: ensure environmental 

sustainability and climate proofing

• Greening should be a starting point, not an 

after-thought!

Recap: get the design right!



Exercise
Analysis of an Action Document



• Choose you AD and join your table

• Focus on key sections!

• Individual reading (15’)

• Group discusion (20’)

• Select a rapporteur

• Feedback to plenary (3’/group)

• Group discusion (15’)

Analysis of an Action Document



Focus on the three dimensions of the green lens approach

Opportunities 

for positive 

contributions?

Climate 

resilient?

Considers 

impacts of env 

degradation?

No significant impacts 

on environment or 

climate?

Mitigation measures 

foreseen?
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