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During the EUWI multi-stakeholder forum, EU Member States, partner countries, civil society, the private sector and local governments from more than 30 countries reviewed progress made by the EUWI and, during round-table discussions, outlined priorities for the future.

The EUWI, launched in Johannesburg at the 2002 World Summit for Sustainable Development, is an international political initiative and uses a partnership approach, bringing together national governments, donors, the water industry, NGOs and other water actors. It strives to reinforce political commitment to water and sanitation, and to create a strong and integrated framework for EU action.

At the meeting the results achieved by the 4 regional components: Africa, Eastern Europe Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA), Latin America and the Mediterranean, and the thematic components of Research and Finance, were presented as in the   2010 EUWI Annual Report (http://www.euwi.net/). The report also shows that European institutions have almost tripled their support to the water and sanitation sector since 2002.  In 2008 EU spent about 2.6 billion Euro on aid to water and sanitation world wide of which about 60% went to Africa.
The Belgian EU Presidency, represented by Moussa Badji, emphasised the need to improve and maintain the political commitment for the goal and objectives of EUWI.
Mr Reginald Tekateka, chair of the Technical Advisory Committee of the African Minister Council of Water (AMCOW-TAC) emphasised the importance of mutual accountability between EU and its regional partners. He also underlined the relevance of the true multi-stakeholder approach of EUWI and the unique opportunity that gives to jointly make a difference. 
Roundtable discussions took place to exchange experiences, and to gather participants’ inputs to ensure the future successful development of EUWI. 
On climate change the EUWI stakeholder recommended that the EUWI should focus on:

· sharing experiences and best practises between different regions
· help to mainstream and integrate water in existing climate change funding and policy, and similarly integrate climate change within existing water related policies and processes
· proactively work to communicate the importance of water and climate to decision makers outside the water sector 
· help increase access to adaptation funds for water financing
On transboundary water management the EUWI was recommended to focus on:

· sharing experiences and best practises in the area of trust building among riparian states

· demonstrate the benefit of TWM and promote equitable sharing and poverty reduction

Furthermore the EUWI should:

· Establish economic task force working to improve economic information and the economic value of water to help decision making
· Work to improve water governance through increased transparency and access to information by different stakeholders
· Strengthen its outreach to the political level, including for example Ministers of Finance and Parliamentarians
Contact points:

Maria Vink (maria.vink@ec.europa.eu) and Andre Liebaert (andre.liebaert@ec.europa.eu), European Commission Directorate-General Development and Relations with Africa, Caribbean and Pacific States.
