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Welcome & Introduction
INTPA G.2
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The EU is a 

longstanding 

global champion 

for civil society as 

development 

actors in their 

own right.

EU & Civil 
Society



Thematic programme 
Civil Society Organisations
Strengthen CSOs as independent actors of good 
governance and development in their own right.
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The only thematic programme with a 

actor-based mandate

Act independently from the consent of 

government

Comprehensiveness and worldwide coverage
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Multi-Annual Action Plan for 2025–2027 
Overarching priorities for EU support to civil society

• Promoting an 
enabling 
environment for 
civil society

• Supporting 
inclusive CSO 
participation in 
policy dialogue and 
decision-making

• Strengthen CSO 
partner capacities
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Engagement with EU Delegations

•

From Policy to Opportunities

• Local & global opportunities 

• Managed by EU Delegations 

Call for Proposals

• Civil Society 

Roadmaps 

(country 

priorities)

• Dialogue & 

engagement

• Global 

Gateway 

partnerships



EU Support to Civil Society – Global overview
Civil Society Organisations Thematic Programme
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(2021–2024) (2025–2027)

≈ €1.2 billion total
In support to civil society 

worldwide
(including Neighbourhood and Russia) 
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Indicative allocations under 
the CSO Thematic Programme 
(MAAP 2025–2027)

Sub-Saharan 

Africa

€175.5 million
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Indicative allocations under 
the CSO Thematic Programme 
(MAAP 2025–2027)

ASIA and the 

PACIIFIC

€118.8 million



Indicative allocations under the 
CSO Thematic Programme 
(MAAP 2025–2027)

LAC Region

€69.7 million



How CSOs can apply for EU 
funding
Practical overview
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What is a Call for Proposals?

• Public invitation to apply for funding

• Open competition

Guidelines for applicants

The EU grant application process
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• Objectives and 
priorities - What the EU 
wants to fund

• Eligibility criteria - Who 
can apply

• Financial allocation -> 
How much funding is 
available



Application phases
1. Concept Note
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4-pages Snaphot of 

your project

A detailed document 

requested only from 

applicants shortlisted 

after the first stage.

2. Full Proposal



How CSOs can identify relevant funding opportunities
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Where to start?
EU LOGIN & Registration

Complete 

and validate 

the different 

tabs

Create the 

profile of 

your 

organisation

Register in 

PADOR

Create you 

EU LOGIN

Create 

organization
• Profile

• Financial Data

• User List

• Signature

User 's guidelines, FAQ, e-training are available here

https://wikis.ec.europa.eu/display/ExactExternalWiki/e-Calls+PADOR#eCallsPADOR-NewUser?


Tips for preparing a strong proposal
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Aligns with the priorities of the call

Is based on a clear problem and 

target groups

Has a realistic and coherent design

Brings capacity and strong 

partnerships

                   
                     

                       
                 



Decoding EU Calls of CSO Thematic Programme: A step-by-step guide 
for CSOs on grant applications
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New free, interactive

online tool to empower 

CSOs in preparing strong

Concept Notes and Full 

Applications. 

Available on INTPA 

Academy upon registration 

(EU LOGIN).

https://international-partnerships.learning.europa.eu/course/view.php?id=973
https://international-partnerships.learning.europa.eu/course/view.php?id=973
https://international-partnerships.learning.europa.eu/course/view.php?id=973
https://international-partnerships.learning.europa.eu/course/view.php?id=973
https://international-partnerships.learning.europa.eu/course/view.php?id=973
https://international-partnerships.learning.europa.eu/course/view.php?id=973
https://international-partnerships.learning.europa.eu/course/view.php?id=973
https://international-partnerships.learning.europa.eu/course/view.php?id=973
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Any 
questions?
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Thank you!
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