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Health products ingredients

Moabi butter

Recognized in the cosmetics
sector, moabi butter is the subject of
growing and dynamic demand both
locally and on the European market.

SCIENTIFIC NAME
Baillonella toxisperma

VALUE CHAIN MAP

oriGIN Collection of seeds

A largely artisanal system, based from natural forests
on the harvesting of moabi seeds Supply use Cosmetics and nutrition
collected from natural forests. Natural forests PRICE From €400/L to €1 278/L

for finished cosmetics
Hs cope 151590 fixed vegetable oils

Individual producers and Producti PROPERTIES Revitalizes skin tissues,
cooperatives handle the roduction
slows the appearance of
harvesting, drying, cracking, P wrinkles, improves muscle
. . ssociations areps . .
proc:stang, ptz;kagmj altw/ Small and cooperatives flexibility, relieves tension,
marketing of the product. producers aches, burns, injuries, scars,

itching, and rheumatism
KEY FEATURES

Moabi butter is marketed —> Slow-growing
through various channels: Processing (50-70 years to maturity)
self-consumption, rural

— Collection mainly by women/
small producers

— A butter is an oil that solidifies at
ambient temperature

— Moabi oil is used in the
composition of cosmetic products
for the face, body and hair

retailers, urban market, small Associations
fairs, and specialty shops. producers and cooperatives

The sector has a

largely untapped
export potential CHALLENGES
in international Wholesale Retailers, Associations Wholesalers 7 Lackof s.tandards )
markets for Jretail producers and cooperatives and retailers (harvesting and processing)
natural and associations and quality control
organic products, —> Irregular supply
provided the high —> Traceability
standards of these \ J
markets are met.
SUSTAINABILITY
_ Moabi butter production does not
Self Rural Urban market International . - - -involve tree felling and adds value to
consumption market (markets, market . - . .' . the'moabi tree, contributing to the

‘v,_fﬁ"rsj_Sh‘Op_) R (informal) - .+ preservation of this vulnerable species

. listéd.on"the JUCN Red List.




EUROPEAN UNION INTERESTS IN THE VALUE CHAIN

Growing interest of EU cosmetic companies for natural and organic products, provided the
quality, traceability and compliance requirements of the European market are met.
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Institutional and Value chain Business environment Long-term investments
regulatory frameworks development — Tax incentive — Research
—> Support the — Formalisation schemes, conducive & development,
development of norms of actors, technical investment climate Global Gateway projects

and application of laws and commercial
trainings, marketing,
technology transfer
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— Support to EU
cosmetic companies
and associations

Export value of fixed vegetable oils !
(including moabi oil) increased from )

€ 2300 in 2020 to € 750 000 in 2024* The value of exports of fixed vegetable oils™

.. . (including moabi butter) is growing strongly,
Key actors in Cameroon following the same trend as Cameroon ’
dina s with new players emerging and organising
Eco Trading SARL X A
TF-FC (Tropical Forest Food & Cosmetics) Key actors in Gabon

Groupements d'intéréts communs Gabon Cosmetic Cluster

Myalo
/CASE STUDY ) Terre des Bantus
y - y Gabon Boutique
c ' I '(- ' Df"l"' Association for the Development of the
Culture of the Pygmy Peoples of Gabon
Bassin du Congo (ADCPPG)
Through the Cosmetopoeia - Congo
_Bas'in fund, Cosmgtic Valley supports * European imports of fixed vegetable oils
projects that contribute to preserving the _ a category that includes moabi butter -
biodiversity of the Congo Basin forest demonstrate robust growth, increasing 30%
while sustainably enhancing local plants from 2020 to 2024 (487,220 tonnes). This
resources in five countries. reflects Europe’s shift toward niche vegetable
In Gabon, the Cosmetic Gabon Cluster, in oils for cosmetics.
collaboration with Cosmetic Valley, plays a Data source:
.,| leading role in structuring and sustainably RIITT Forests for the Future Facility (F4F) -
\\developing the moabi butter sector. ), ,,,, EU Market Assessment of Seven Selected

L Non-Wood Forest Products (NWFPs)
P from West and Central Africa, 2025.

T A ... Forests for the Future Facility (F4F) -
R ) " * Gabon /Cameroun: Chaines de valeur d'ingrédients
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For more info: INTPA-F2@ec.europa.eu
A Global Gateway p
f/agSh/p initiative DG International Partnerships Unit F2 - Environment, Natural Resources, Water.

%a Sustainable Forests for the Future Group

This publication has been prepared by the Forests for the Future Facility (F4F). It does not represent the official view of the European Union.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=35KkXi_NSSg
https://myalo-cosmetique.company.site/
https://www.facebook.com/terredesbantusofficiel/
https://commission.europa.eu/topics/international-partnerships/global-gateway_en
https://www.ecotradingsarl.com/
https://tropicalforest-rd.com/
https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/policies/climate-environment-and-energy/forests_en
https://capacity4dev.europa.eu/groups/sustainable-forests_en
https://capacity4dev.europa.eu/groups/sustainable-forests/info/forest-future-facility_en
https://www.cosmetic-valley.com/fr/page-de-base/notre-fonds-de-dotation
https://www.cosmetic-valley.com/fr/page-de-base/notre-fonds-de-dotation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=35KkXi_NSSg

