Eastern Caribbean Development Partners Group

On Climate Change and Disaster Risk Reduction

Minutes of Meeting

March 10th, 2016
The meeting started at 09.00 AM.

Agenda, list of participants and presentation are attached.

Chair: Andrea Janoha (EU Delegation)

1. AJ invited all participants to introduce themselves through a quick tour de table;
2. With regard to agenda item 1, Mr. Chamberlain Emmanuel, the Project Technical Team Leader of the Organisation of the Eastern Caribbean States Sustainable Land Management Project financed by the Global Climate Change Alliance of the European Commission, gave a presentation on the objectives, the architecture and the financial and technical status of the project. In particular, he outlined the synergies that the project managed to generate by cooperating and combining resources with other similar projects being financed by other development partners, i.e. the USAID RACC, WORLD BANK PPCR and the UNHABITAT projects.
Such evidence proves that there is ample room for complementary initiatives among development partners and participants agreed that such opportunities should be further explored at project management level.
In this respect, following the meeting, Ms. Maguy MARIE-JEANNE and Ms. Murielle LESALES, representing the Territorial Authority of Martinique, both expressed their intention to intensify cooperation with the OECS and strengthen their coordination efforts in the framework of this Working Group.

3. With regard to agenda item 2, AJ invited all members of the group to update the matrix which is uploaded on the WG's web based working group on the Development for Capacity platform http://capacity4dev.ec.europa.eu/ecdwgccdrr. 
It was agreed to add a column indicating the extent of the projects' alignment to the Regional CC framework Implementation Plan priorities and objectives. 

AJ requested all members to make sure that what is indicated in the Country column of the matrix is indeed the country where the intervention is implemented and not other irrelevant information.
New members of the WG will receive an invitation via email to join the Cap4dev web group.

USAID took the opportunity to inform the WG that they are in the process of finalising their cooperation policy and interventions in the area for the next 5 years, worth approximately USD 25 million.

DFID is also in the process of finalising its development cooperation in the region for the next 5 years, worth approximately £405 million and includes a £300m UK Caribbean Infrastructure Partnership Fund with CDB; £38m for strengthening resilience of health facilities ; £17m for renewable energy support (geothermal and others) and £4m for boosting natural coastal defences with the private sector. 

The EU, having completed and endorsed the programming documents at national and regional level 2014-2020 for CARICOM and each of the OECS MS and Barbados, is currently identifying, in collaboration with the 5Cs, project proposals falling under the CC, DRR, Energy and Environment focal sector of the Regional Indicative Programme. The RIP has a global envelope of approximately EUR 340 million, of which EUR 60 million are earmarked for CC, DRR and Energy. None of the OECS MS National Indicative Plans include CC or DRR as focal sectors.

Global Affairs Canada…………..
Mizushi Satoh, from UNDP, briefly outlined the Japan-Caribbean Climate Change Partnership financed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. The project is based on 3 pillars: Support the development of NAPAs/NAMAs, support technology transfer and support knowledge sharing. The project will be implemented in Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and Suriname.

4. With regard to agenda item 3, AJ mentioned that the EU and its MS have finalised a Climate Diplomacy Action Plan. The AP is based on 3 pillars: i) Advocating for climate change as a strategic priority in diplomatic dialogues, public diplomacy and external policy instruments ii) Support implementation of the Paris Agreement, in the context of low-emission and climate resilient development iii) Addressing the nexus between climate change, natural resources, prosperity, stability and migration. 

Moreover, the EU and its MS agreed to replace the annual celebration of a Climate Diplomacy Day with a European Climate Diplomacy Week scheduled in September 2016.
5. With regard to agenda item 4: AJ mentioned that a draft WP for 2016 outlining objectives, results, activities and indicators will be shared with WG members for comments and remarks. Participants agreed to review the WP and provide feedback by the end of April 2016. The aim is to produce a WP with realistic results and SMART indicators which will allow the WG report on tangible results hopefully delivered by the end on 2016. A copy of the draft WP can be found on the CAP4DEV platform. 

Next meeting to be convened in June 2016
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