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Two complementary tools  

Humanitarian Aid Civil Protection 

What? Active donor: programming and policy 
development in the field of humanitarian aid.  
 
 
Funding from EC budget and EAR: €1,3 bn in 
2012. 

Voluntary contributions of assistance in kind from 
Member States (experts, specialised teams, 
equipment, other material assistance). 
 
Budget of Civil Protection Financial Instrument:  
€189 million over 2007-2013. 

To whom? Implementing partners  
(UN specialised agencies / Red Cross/Crescent 
movement/ NGOs / international 
organisations). 

Government of affected country, upon request from 
them. 

Experts? ECHO’s personnel, living in the field. Member States national experts deployed to the 
field. 

Geographical 
scope? 

The most vulnerable population(s) outside the 
European Union, mainly in developing 
countries. 

Inside and outside the European Union. 

Type of disaster? Natural and man-made disasters (wars, 
conflicts, etc.). 

Natural and man-made disasters (complex 
emergencies rather the exception). 

Timescale? Immediate aftermath of crisis and beyond 
(presence of humanitarian needs - LRRD). 

Acute stage only (normally max. 2-3 weeks). 

Humanitarian Aid Civil Protection  

What?  

Funding from EC budget 
(1,3 bln € in 2014, 1,5 bln € in 2015) 
Active donor: programming and policy 

development 

Voluntary contributions in kind 
from MS, coordinated and 
supported by COM/ERCC 

Budget of CP Financial Instrument 
= EUR 368 million over 7 years 

To whom?  Implementing partners Government of affected country 

Geographical 
scope? 

 

Most vulnerable population(s) in third 
countries, mainly in developing 

countries 
Inside and outside the EU 

Type of 
disaster? 

 

Natural and man-made disasters  
(wars, conflicts, forgotten crises etc.) 

Natural and man-made disasters 
(complex emergencies rather 

exceptional) 

Timescale? 
 

Immediate aftermath of crisis & beyond  
(presence of humanitarian needs) 

Acute stage only  
(normally max. 2-3 weeks) 



A third tool: inside Europe 
Commission proposal 2 March 2016 



Mandate 

to save and preserve life during 
emergencies and their immediate 
aftermath in man-made or natural 
disasters outside the EU;  

 

to provide assistance and relief to people 
affected by longer-lasting crises such as 
civil wars;  

 

to finance the delivery of aid, working to 
ensure that aid is accessible to those for 
whom it is intended;  

 

to assist refugees or displaced people 
wherever they find sanctuary and to help 
them resettle if they return home;  

 

to support short-term rehabilitation and 
reconstruction;  

 

to ensure preparedness for natural 
disasters, in particular by setting up early-
warning systems and financing disaster 
prevention projects in high-risk regions.  





INFORM AND CRISIS INDEX & PROPOSED FORGOTTEN CRISIS  
(updated mid 2015) 









Comprehensive Approach 
   

  
Diplomatic 
actions 

Economic 
Sanctions 

CSDP 
Activity 

Development  
Aid 

Humanitarian 
Assistance  

Conflict 
Prevention 
measures 

JHA, TRADE, 
 CLIMA,… 

Range of EU options  

          Crisis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Political 
Framework 

for 
Crisis Approach 

   



In But Out • Assess situation and ring the alarm 
bells (as we did in CAR); to help 
formulate key messages on issues like 
IHL (as we do in Syria); to help 
mobilize our political and development 
colleagues when needed. 

In  
• HA cannot be put under any political 

objective. It needs its neutrality, 
impartiality and independence to be 
able to act in conflict. It is often the 
only tangible symbol of EU solidarity. 

Out 
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In kind assistance offers received through CP Mechanism and bilaterally by 
Member States in Ebola affected countries as of 11 December 2014 

In kind assistance offers received through CP Mechanism and bilaterally by Member 
States in Ebola affected countries as of 25 February 2015* 

*Based on the information provided to the EC 

GUINEA 

SIERRA 
LEONE 

LIBERIA 

Assistance offered to Guinea 

Romania 

Belgium 

France 

Germany 

United 
Kingdom 

Assistance offered to Sierra Leone 

Belgium 

Denmark 

Germany 

United 
Kingdo

m 

NFI medical supply 
Hospital 

Ambulance 
Transportation 

Expert/ Personnel/  
Training 

Prefabricated  units 

Isolation unit 

Mobile laboratory 
Tools 

Vessel 

Non Food items 

Bed 

ICT 
Logistic  Air Lift  
MEDEVAC  Capacity (voluntary pool) 

Assistance offered to Liberia 

Austria 

Belgium 

Czech Republic 

Denmark 

Germany 

Finland 

Norway (Participating state) 

Slovakia 

Spain 

Sweden 

United  
Kingdo

m 

Assistance offered to several countries (including 
neighboring) 

Austria Denmark France 

Greece 

Germany 

Hungary Italy 

Luxembour
g 

Sweden Netherlands 

Bilateral assistance  
 
Assistance offered through 
the Union Civil Protection 
Mechanism 
 
Assistance through 
International Humanitarian 
Partnership (IHP) 

Finland 

Norway 
(Participating state) 

Sectors 





Emergency Response Coordination Centre  
 

(ERCC) 



Working tools – CECIS_ Common Emergency Communication 
and Information System 



 

Thank you 
 

Csaba GYIMESI 
csaba.gyimesi@ec.europa.eu   

  European Commission - Humanitarian Aid & Civil Protection (ECHO) 
  EU humanitarian aid @eu_echo  

 

For more information: 
DG ECHO – Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection 

•  http://ec.europa.eu/echo 
 


