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Challenges, pitfalls and practice of 

evidence informed policy making  



Evidence-Informed Decision-

Making 

• What is evidence, and how can it improve 

decision making?  

•  Identifying the problem  Clearly define 

the problem(s) 

• Identifying what works – What do we 

mean by impact? 

• How is a policy supposed to work? – 

theory of change  
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Evidence-Informed Decision-

Making 

•   
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Types of Evidence  
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START

Internalisation of 
Review in DST 

(Minister, Exco, 
Extended Exco, 
public entities)

Guidance 
from 

Minister 
on further 
work by 

NACI, and 
implemen-

tation of 
review 

Fore
sight

?

Yes: Foresight 
exercise

No: 
Deliberation 
on themes in 

Review by 
expert teams

Source 
input from 

DST 
entities, 
relevant 
depart-
ments, 

industry 
(part of 

foresight)

Develop proposals for 
policy revision by DST-
driven expert teams, 

involving relevant NSI
partners: Green Paper

Public participation and comments: 
relevant departments,  science councils, 
HEIs, industry associations, SoEs, think 

tanks, experts and CoEs, targeted 
populations e.g. scientists, general public

Revised 
policy

Policy 
implementation 

processes

Review

Policy approval 
process

Back

Improving existing initiatives as 
recommended by the Review 

under Exco guidance



Source of Evidence - Sector Coverage  

 

3ie Systematic Reviews Database: 

http://www.3ieimpact.org/en/evidence/system

atic-reviews/  

3ie Impact Evaluation Database: 

http://www.3ieimpact.org/en/evidence/impact-

evaluations/   
Sectors: Agriculture, Crime and justice, Economic development , Education, Employment, 

Environment and climate change, Gender and empowerment, Governance, Health and 

health care, Rural development, Slum clearance and urban development , Social 

cohesion , Social protection, Water, sanitation and hygiene  

 

•    

 

8 



Source of Evidence - Sector Coverage  

Cochrane Collaboration: 

http://www.cochrane.org/   
Health and health care, Medicine, Public health, Psychiatry and psychology  

 

DFID Systematic Reviews Database: 

http://r4d.dfid.gov.uk/SystematicReviews.as

px   

Agriculture and rural development ,Aid delivery and effectiveness, Economic 

development , Education, Environment ,Gender , Health and nutrition, 

Infrastructure and technology , Social protection and social inclusion,  

Governance and fragile states  
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Thank  You 

 
Isayvani.Naicker@dst.gov.za 
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