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INFORMATION NOTE

SOCIEUX at the Asia-Pacific Social Protection week 

Manila, 1 to 5th August 2016. Government representatives, policymakers, researchers and practitioners gathered in Manila for the Asia-Pacific Social Protection week (APSP 2016) to discuss recent issues affecting social protection in the region’s low- and middle-income countries, showcasing success stories from countries at different stages of development of their social protection systems. The APSP 2016 was organised by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and SOCIEUX participated and contributed to the event by mobilising EU experts as speakers and resource persons.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In the Asia and the Pacific region many countries have embarked on a journey to create and finance social protection programmes but social protection systems, in general, are still emerging or maturing. The week-long regional conference was designed to bring-in expertise within and outside region to share experiences and best practices in establishing comprehensive and sustainable social protection systems. SOCIEUX contributed to two main discussion topics: creating fiscal space for social protection during financial crisis, and expanding social protection systems to informal workers.
The event hosted discussions on how social protection plays an essential role in social and economic development, especially in times of financial crisis. In this sense, SOCIEUX mobilised expert Michel Rovers noted how crises often prompt government policy changes and that, even in times of economic recession, investing in social protection stimulates economic growth and prevents further deterioration. Social protection is a way of encouraging economic growth, but there needs to be a long-term, sustainable vision that accounts for emergency situations.  On the other hand, Carlos Garcia de Cortázar underlined the need to focus not only on the financial sustainability of social protection but also the adequacy of coverage in social protection discussions.
Discussions helped countries recognise challenges and discuss ways to address constraints by building technical and administrative capacities. All in all, comprehensive social protections systems are recognised as main contributors to inclusive growth and hence one of the best ways to ensure that inequality, poverty and vulnerability are reduced, while ensuring no one is left behind.
For more information on the APSW 2016 click HERE. 

Experts deployed
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· Mr. Michel Rovers (left), Director of the Strategy, Policy and Research Department of the Dutch Institute for Employee Benefit Schemes
· Mr. Carlos García de Cortázar (right), Assistant Director-General of Social Affairs, Education, Culture, Health and Consumer Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Spain

The way forward
The final day of the week-long conference was dedicated to presenting priority actions for sustainable, efficient and equitable social protection around five main areas: 
· Sustainable financing of Social Protection;
· Improving the delivery and governance of Social Protection; 
· Information and communication technology investments for Social Protection;
· Better monitoring Social Protection programmes;
· Promoting Social Protection for older people.
About SOCIEUX
“SOCIEUX - Social Protection EU Expertise in Development Cooperation”, is a technical assistance facility to support partner countries to better design social protection systems by means of short-term peer-to-peer inputs to be delivered by experts drawn from the European Union Member States’ public administrations. SOCIEUX contributes to implementing the Communication on SP in EU Development Cooperation (August 2012). 
For more information
Beatriz Juanes
Communications Officer
SOCIEUX - Social Protection EU Expertise in Development Cooperation
Avenue Paul Deschanel 62, 1030 Brussels, Belgium
Tel.: +32 2 5884883 / email: bjuanes@socieux.eu
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