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Preliminary actions and ideas for Afghanistan

Ref:   
 Note Ares (2016) 3916525 dated 26.07.2016


Due to the security situation in Afghanistan, which makes it extremely difficult to carry out activities in a safe and secure manner, cultural diplomacy has so far not received a lot of attention in the strategies and programmes of the EU Delegation. The annual organization of the Europe Day celebration has been an exception, showcasing European culture and values to a broader audience in Afghanistan.

In order for us to build a strategic foundation for cultural diplomacy in Afghanistan, we propose to focus on preparing a plan during the remaining part of 2016 and the first half of 2017 concerning what can be done in practical terms on promoting cultural relations in Afghanistan given the reality of security restrictions which do not make it easy for people to gather in non-secure environments.

Such a way forward would then imply the following actions:  

1. Meet with EUNIC (European Union National Institute for Culture), represented in Kabul by Institut Français d’Afghanistan. The purpose is to get an understanding of the practical possibilities for cultural diplomacy in Afghanistan as well as their own current and planned activities, focus and priorities.
2. Develop with EU Member States present in Kabul a common overview of activities that they have already planned or are executing in this area. This will be done in the context of the newly established EU STRATCOM Coordination Group in Kabul.

3. Based on this inventory of activities, facilitate a policy dialogue among Member States on a common EU plan for cultural relations in Afghanistan, including strategic objectives, operational concerns and sharing of responsibilities as well as concrete activities and timings where possible. Once agreed with Member States locally, we will inform you of the actions that will be taken.  

Meanwhile the EU Delegation will continue with its activities in 2017 such as Europe Day and also take further cultural and educational activities into consideration when planning for the 2017 press and information activities. These new initiatives will naturally reflect ongoing strategic discussions and coordination with EU Member States present in Kabul.

The Press & Information officer of the Delegation will be the focal point for cultural activities in Afghanistan. We look forward to working with you.

   George Cunningham
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