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Blue Economy in Pacific Large 

Ocean States 

PRINCIPLES 

 

Substitute something with Nothing – question any 

resource regarding its necessity for production. 

 Nature provides room for entrepreneurs who do 

more with less. Nature is contrary to monopolization. 

 Nature only works with what is locally available. 

Sustainable business evolves with respect not only 

for local resources, but also for culture and tradition 
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Blue Economy = Value Nature 

 
• The sustainable development 

of Pacific Big Ocean States 

relies on the health and vitality 

of the marine environment 

(nature).  

• Shift from vulnerability to value 

(both ocean and coastal 

marine ecosystem) 

• Rights and ownership of 

resources (who owns and 

decides on benefits) 

• Managing resources  (for 

healthy ocean habitats)  
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 •The sustainable development of 
Pacific Big Ocean States relies on 
the health and vitality of the 
marine environment (nature).  
 
•Shift from vulnerability to value 
(both ocean and coastal marine 
ecosystem). 
 
•Rights and ownership of resources 
(who owns and decides on 
benefits). 
•Managing resources  (for healthy 
ocean habitats)  
 



Pivotal Decade – Getting 

Sustainable Development right….  
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Blue Economy – Key Issues 

• Climate Change 

• Ocean biodiversity & 

habitat 

• Fisheries: tuna and 

sea cucumbers 

critical resources 
• Need to sustainably manage 

the resources (support efforts 

for conservation and 

management – large/small 

marine protected areas) 
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Key Priorities 

• Increasing the share of benefits that Pacific 

SIDS receive from the use of their marine living 

resources  

• Reducing overfishing beyond maximum 

sustainable yields, destructive fishing practices, 

and illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing 

• Building the resilience of marine ecosystems, 

and coral reefs in particular, to the impacts of 

climate change and ocean acidification  
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Blue Economy = Sustainable 

Ocean States 
• Optimizing revenue, 

opportunity, food 

security, adaptation to 

climate change 

• Fisheries: tuna and 

sea cucumber are 

engines for blue 

economy 

 

• Securing coastal 

fisheries through 

policy, management & 

enforcement (coastal 

zones, marine 

protected areas)  

• For food security and 

income opportunities 
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What happens to Anthropogenic  

CO2 Emissions?  

 

 

Source: Le Quéré et al. 2012; Global Carbon Project 2015 

 

30.5±1.5 Gt CO2/yr      90% 

+ 3.67±1.8 Gt CO2/yr    10% 

9.5±2.9 Gt CO2/yr  

28% 
Calculated as the residual 

of all other flux components 

15.8±0.4 Gt CO2/yr 

46% 

26% 
9.2±1.8Gt CO2/yr  

http://www.earth-syst-sci-data-discuss.net/5/1107/2012


Atmospheric and 

surface ocean 

CO2 are rising and 

ocean pH is 

declining 

 

Twelfth Session of Working Group I  Approved Summary for Policymakers 

IPCC WGI AR5 SPM-30 27 September 2013 

Figure SPM.4 [FIGURE SUBJECT TO FINAL COPYEDIT] 
 

 
  

IPCC AR5 ‘Physical Science Basis’ 
 



• Our emissions: -8.11  (0.001 Pg Cyr-1) 

• Total PICT Ocean Sink:  -776  (.211 Pg Cyr-1) 

 

• Our NET emissions: -784 million metric 

tons CO2  (0.214 Pg Cyr-1) 

 

• Worth 4.7 billion dollars on today’s 

Carbon Exchange 

 

What are carbon emissions for 
Pacific large ocean states?  



IPCC AR5 Synthesis Report 

Linking GHG 
emissions and 
Risks 

Article 2 of the UNFCCC calls for the 
prevention of dangerous anthropogenic 
climate change 



IPCC AR5 Synthesis Report 

 

Emissions remaining: before the threshold is exceeded 

 

1.5 °C:  275 Gt Carbon dioxide 

2 °C: 1000 Gt Carbon dioxide 
 
 

Linking GHG 
emissions and 
Risks 



Around 10 million 
people and 25,000 

islands scattered across 
3 million square miles 

of the Pacific Ocean, the 
Pacific region is arguably 
the most dependent on 

sea transport in the 
world.  

The Pacific region 
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 Pacific large ocean states: LEADING the way 
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 IMO report, MEP69: 22 April, 2016  

2016 IMO meeting, last week 
“...The same countries that celebrated in Paris, must now follow 
through on that commitment and demonstrate their conviction 

through action at IMO…. Today, in this room, we have the opportunity 
to demonstrate that the IMO is the competent organization to control 
shipping’s GHG, and that our signatures in New York this week are not 

just ceremonial, but equate to meaningful action. Today, we can 
demonstrate that we have understood the message and that we are 

willing to act upon our responsibility…” Solomon Islands  

 
“The progressive coalition d alignment led by Solomon Islands and RMI 
included the EU, many in industry and many vulnerable states. 2 of the 

3 biggest flags (Liberia and Marshall Islands) and 7 of the 10 biggest 
flags (except Panama, HK and China) were in support. “ 



 
 IPCC outcomes 

Nairobi, Kenya, April 14, 2016 
http://www.ipcc.ch/news_and_events/pdf/press/160414_pr_p43.pdf 

  
• 1.5 °C Special Report 

• Climate Change, Oceans and Cryosphere Special 

Report 

• Special Report on Climate Change, 

Desertification, Land Degradation, Sustainable 

Land Management, Food Security, and 

Greenhouse Gas Fluxes in Terrestrial 

Ecosystems 

• Sixth Assessment Cycle (AR6) begins, with 

stronger regionalization  

• Cities Special Report early in 7th Assessment 

Cycle (AR7) 
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 Ocean Planning & Marine Portfolios 

  
• Regional & National 

• Tuna & Pelagic 

• Food, Near shore fisheries 

• Tourism 

• Passage & other services 

• Ocean Warming, Vulnerability and Carbon 

Uptake 
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Pacific Blue Economy Initiatives 

• Framework for Pacific Oceanscapes: an 

approach to sustainable ocean management. 

The region contains the largest pristine marine 

ecosystems and is home to almost 60 percent of 

the world's tuna stocks. 

• Blue Carbon Initiative coordinated by 

Conservation International, IUCN and UNESCO 

is working to mitigate climate change through 

the restoration and sustainable use of coastal 

and marine ecosystems  

• . 

 

19 



 
USP EU GCCA+ contributions 

   
• Supported Green Growth Development and 

Frameworks together with Climate Policy 

implementation:  Majuro Declaration, Suva 

Declaration, Green Economies in a Blue World, 

Paris Agreement, PIDF approach CSO (non-State 

actors), National Governments, and Private 

Sector, Sustainable Development Goals, SAMOA 

Pathway, Integrated Climate and Disaster 

Management & International Maritime 

Organisation 

• IPCC & Global Framework on Climate Services 
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Pacific solutions for a better planet    
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Pacific Environment and Climate Exchange 

(PECX)   

Mission 

To create environmental, climate change and sustainable development 

solutions by empowering and connecting people, ideas and projects in the 

Pacific island nations with people, ideas and financing from around the globe.  
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“The ocean was given to us by our ancestors to 

manage so that we could pass it on to our children 

and future generations.  It is our common 

responsibility and moral obligation for our 

children.” 
 

Foua Toloa, Minister, Tokelau, Comissioner, Global Ocean Commission 

 

https://www.change.org/p/ban-ki-moon-help-secure-a-living-ocean-food-and-prosperity-propose-a-

new-agreement-for-high-seas-protection-2 



  

Thank You 

Tank yiu tumas 

Kommol tata 

Vinaka vakalevu 
 

Contact details:  

elisabeth.holland@usp.ac.fj 

eholland1@mac.com 
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