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During this reality check, I had a meeting with the staff of the Social Organization for the Support of the Youth (ARSIS) about the project “Improved educational achievement of Roma and Egyptian (R/E) 9th grade students and their follow-up till high school graduation”. Even though this project funded by Roma Education Fund (REF) is ongoing, no testimony of direct beneficiaries was recorded during this reality check visit because schools were temporarily closed (an Order was issued by the Minister of Education and Sports in January 2016 to temporarily close them due to the epidemic of influenza and the very cold weather conditions). Therefore, it was impossible to get any feedback from them about the project. However, the project had achieved the following results:
1) A total of 120 Roma and Egyptian children got monthly social scholarships for the first two years of the project;
2) 69 out of 82 Roma and Egyptian children supported with social scholarships completed the 9th grade of upper primary school;
3) 66 out of 81 Roma and Egyptian children supported with social scholarships completed the 10th grade in the high school;
4) Mentoring skills were improved for 57 teachers thanks to training activities organized with them to mentor targeted Roma and Egyptian children;
5) School attendance of Roma and Egyptian children improved thanks to regular needs-based support provided by 15 supportive teachers jointly selected with the Regional Directorates of Education;
6) School-family cooperation about the importance of child education was improved thanks to regular home visits conducted by the mentors and the project staff;
High school education of Roma and Egyptian children was a priority for ARSIS project staff even though it was sometimes challenged by the phenomenon of child marriage (especially for girls) and high migration of Roma families in other Western European countries (especially during the period 2015-2016). However, it was committed to strengthen the triangle (school, family, community) through extensive formal and informal channels of communication. One positive outcome was experience sharing of Roma and Egyptian children supported with social scholarships in their own communities through various community-based awareness raising activities on the importance of child education and schooling.    

[bookmark: _GoBack]Cc: ARSIS had a very strict policy in child protection and photo shooting of children. Therefore, attached photos were provided by the project staff.    
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