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During this reality check, I had a meeting with the staff of Tirana Legal Aid Society (TLAS) about the project “Ensuring Roma children access and inclusion to basic services through birth registration”. This project funded by UNICEF officially ended on 31st December 2016. Therefore, no project beneficiary was present in the meeting. No testimonies of direct project beneficiaries were recorded. However, the project had achieved the following results:

1) Direct assistance provided to 176 children for birth registration through administrative procedure. 60 percent of them were from Roma community. 49 percent of the beneficiaries were females;

2) Direct assistance provided to 100 children and adults for birth registration through court procedure including other intermediary steps mainly related to parental responsibility, custody, divorce, personal data correction, paternity/maternity, etcetera;

3) Collaboration among various local stakeholders, duty bearers and Roma community improved thanks to workshops organized with them. In total, 128 representatives of Child Protection Units, Civil Status Offices, Regional Directorates of Education, Health Services, Regional/local social services, as well as Roma community benefited;

4) Community awareness about child’s right to registration and how to solve simple cases of birth registration or refer them to respective structures increased thanks to community meetings and street law activities. In total, 7 community meetings were held with 182 participants mainly from Roma community and community-based organizations, while street law activities targeted 3 primary schools, 1 high school and 11 communities; 
5) Advocacy work with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Interior on better interpretation of the Albanian law about birth registration of the Albanian children born abroad (mainly in Greece) strongly emphasized;

6) Improved experience sharing and exchange of information with the Albanian Consulate in Thessaloniki and the Civil Status Office in Thessaloniki about unregistered Albanian children born there and problems they faced to register them thanks to study visit of the project staff in Greece;

TLAS project staff was highly concerned about increased number of unregistered Albanian children born abroad mainly from Roma community and strongly worked to improve both, their identification and referral in collaboration with community itself and other local stakeholders. One positive outcome of this project was attitude change of the officials of the Civil Status Offices. For this purpose, it strongly advocated to make them active in problems related to birth registration by pushing them to keep records on every single difficult case encountered and report them to their hierarchy in order to know their typology and address them accordingly. Thanks to these continuous efforts, the General Directorate of the Civil Status Office recently designed a database to record these cases and asked TLAS opinion about its relevance and comprehensiveness. The project staff was expecting another positive news about facilitation of the process of birth registration of children born abroad (especially in Greece) when their parents did have children’s act of birth. This was part of lengthy negotiations and advocacy work with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Interior. However, the project staff was aware that birth registration of children should be a priority and better implementation of law was needed because there were many complex problems in practice. 
Cc: attached project photos provided by TLAS project staff which declared that TLAS applied oral rather than written consent on photo shooting and dissemination. 
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