Education builds Bosnia and Herzegovina Association
“With education into the future”
	
On 28th July, 1994, 58 Sarajevo citizens – intellectuals, theatre employees, artists and writers, soldiers, policemen and ordinary citizens established the Education Builds BiH foundation/association, whose mission was to support children victims of war.  Over its twenty-two years of work, the Association has provided daily support to children victims of war, disabled and talented children, children of the Roma national minority and underprivileged children. The Association, with its door always open, has fully achieved the major part of its mission – primarily providing moral and financial support to BiH children and young people.
Since the academic 2005/2006 year, the Association has been implementing a project entitled “With education into the future”, mostly financed from the grants of the Open Society Fund in BiH and nine other donors. The project aimed at providing financial and moral support to full-time education of young Roma men and women in Bosnia and Herzegovina at high school and university levels.
In the twelve-year period of the project implementation, 1.369 scholarships have been awarded to the beneficiaries from 45 different municipalities and cities across BiH; 704 young Roma men and 665 young Roma women.
All the beneficiaries are regularly monitored and evaluated since full-time attendance and school results are essential for obtaining the scholarship.
In addition to scholarships, the Association organises summer holiday activities for young Roma men and women on Boračko Lake every year. This part of the activity is implemented by the Roma volunteers who maintain contacts with Roma NGOs, motivate young Roma men and women to get involved in the NGO sector. So far, more than 300 Roma children and youth have participated in this activity.
The Association has two employees engaged in the project and two Roma volunteers while summer holiday activities are facilitated by 14 Roma volunteers. 
The BiH Open Society Fund is the main financial contributor while other donors are different organisations, companies and individuals.
General impression of the project:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The project financially supports Roma students and pupils from across BiH, and for majority of them, this is the only steady income in their families. For many of school children, the scholarship is the only opportunity to get proper education and the Association puts lot of efforts in improving their everyday life as well as monitoring of their progress. Summer holiday activities organised on Boračko Lake support gathering children from across the country, which would otherwise be impossible. 
