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MISSION REPORT
Subject: reality check for DG NEAR Roma integration award 2016 application no 5
Date:

14th December 2016, Belgrade
Participants: Mirjana Maksimovic, Project manager (Social inclusion and minorities), Operations I 
I visited GRUBB School in Zemun, where all of the classes for Roma children are organized. GRUBB aims to improve the academic outlook of young Roma people. It provides programmes to support their mainstream schooling, with emphasize on academic education and arts, particularly the performing arts. One of the most important things that young Roma people learn from taking part in the GRUBB show is how to commit to a project and take pride in the results of that commitment. GRUBB Schools is improving their confidence, their education, their employment prospects and ultimately, their pride in their Roma heritage.
GRUBB started the first tutoring center in Nis, a Southern Serbian city with a large Roma population. Teaching all academic subjects at primary and secondary levels on a daily basis, the center allowed and encouraged Roma children to stay in mainstream school and to pass their exams. A few months' later music and dance workshops were added to the curriculum. These proved so popular that further centers in Belgrade and Novi Sad were started with a stronger emphasis on music and dance.
GRUBB schools are open to all young Roma up to the age of 18, a prerequisite of taking part, however, is that the children regularly attend their mainstream school. Close contact with schools, and with parents, is maintained throughout so as to monitor progress. This provides the young people with a strong support network whilst also encouraging individual responsibility.
Besides school related issues, GRUBB implements activities such as choirs, music and theatre workshops.
I visited premises in Belgrade and witnessed after school activities, such as finishing school work and after music, dance and rep workshops.
Cc: video material
Prepared by:
Mirjana MAKSIMOVIC                                 
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