Roma Women to Work Their Children to Kindergarden Poject – Mersin
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The site visit have taken place on 2 December 2016. I have met the representative of Mediterranean Roma Associations Federation (AKROMFED), Mr Ali Daylam (President), who then has taken me to the atelier where Roma women work. Next to the atelier there was a classroom where their children get pre-school education from a Roma teacher. 
There were more than 10 Roma women and 3 men working in this open-air atelier, where they produce reed products (such as baskets for agricultural workers,  umbrellas to be installed at beaches etc). I was told that this was the low season and normály there are much more women actively working there. Women make the production, while the Roma men collect the reeds from river sides and then they transport them to the customers. There were around 10 kids receiving education in the kindergarden.
The workshop and the kindergarden has been established with support from the Municipality and the Ministry of National Educaiton. The revenue received is sufficient to sustain the production. In that sense this is a sustainable project held in partnership with public institutions. Around half of the project team are of Roma origin. The project provides access to sustainable employment for women and to pre-school education for young children. 
The downside of the project is that it promotes the traditional low-skilled jobs for Roma women.
I should also note that this NGO has been recently awarded with two IPA grant projects in the last 6 months, one of them related to this project.  
Overall, I can confirm that the project is correctly reflected in the application form submitted to Brussels.
