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The site visit have taken place on 6 January 2017. I have met the representatives of the NGO "Association for Supporting Tarlabaşı Community", namely Ebru Ergün (Psychologist, Executive Board), Ceren Suntekin (Social Worker, Executive Board), Elmas Arus (Roma Activist, Executive Board) and Gökçe Baltacı (Trainer).
The Centre has been working for Doms and other vulnerable families living in Tarlabaşı district of Istanbul. Tarlabaşı is the most cosmopolitan yet run-down are of Istanbul with 30.000 refugees from Middle-East and Africa and the Kurdish IDPs are co-habitating. 15.000 Roma and 1.000 Syrian Doms in total are living in the neighbourhood.
Psycho-social support, trainings and pre-school education services are being provided to children and their families. Legal consultancy is also being provided by the Association in the Centre. Services towards Doms have started 1,5 years ago with non-discriminatory and non-violent methods. 5 workers, 3 trainers and 30 active volunteers are working in the Centre. Only 1 of the Association staff is Roma, while there are some Roma youngsters among the volunteers. The Centre has worked with 61 Dom children in the last month.
I found the project interesting in the sense that they work with Syrian Doms, Roma and other vulnerable groups at the same time. It might be the only project working with Doms among all the applicants, and it may link the 2016 prize to the Syrian refugee crisis. One downside of the project is that the implementers themselves are not  among Roma, except one of the board members who is Ms Elmas Arus. The NGO does not receive any grant from the EU or from the TR Government.
Overall, I can confirm that the project is correctly reflected in the application form submitted to Brussels.

