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Increasing water scarcity presents a food and human 
security risk

A new approach is needed



In the last three decades, the world lost 24% of its 
vegetation



92% of the world’s population breathes unhealthy air



We are on our way, but what is the way forward?



The 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development



• “A Plan of action for people, planet and prosperity”, adopted 
25 September 2015

• Time frame: January 2016 – December 2030 
• Consists of

A declaration
17 Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs), 169 targets
a renewed global partnership
framework for review and follow-up –

still in the making
• The EU played a key role in shaping the agenda 
• Continued EU leadership in its external and internal policies is 

crucial for progress

The New 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development



A new frame of reference for concerted 
action…



The Paris Agreement 
on Climate Change



1. We need to change how we define economic   
success



2. We need to redirect finance towards 
sustainable investments



3. We need to recognize the value of the 
environment to our health and well being



4. We need to reform markets and institutions so 
that environmental costs are accounted for



Over 65 countries globally are pursuing green 
growth or green economy strategies in different 

ways…

National strategies, and 
other GE initiatives

UNEP advisory
services

PAGE countries



Momentum is building behind 
green financial instruments



… as well as trade in environmental goods and 
services



Key Questions

• How does the principle of universality in the 2030 agenda change 
the way we conceive of development cooperation? 

• How can we build on and support country efforts to green their 
economies and make consumption and production more 
sustainable? 

• How can we improve the way we cooperate and partner to deliver 
on the 2030 agenda?
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