


1. Definition and context

Elements of an EU definition: 

"EU development policy should promote a ‘green economy’ that can 
generate growth, create jobs and help reduce poverty…

… by valuing and investing in natural capital… 

… including through cleaner technologies, energy and resource 
efficiency, low-carbon development, innovation…"



A favourable context to promote the inclusive green economy in 
EU international cooperation

• The concept is receiving growing interest and momentum 

• There is a business case supporting action by the private sector

• Supporting the green economy transition is firmly embedded 
in EU development policy.

Pdt. Juncker: "I strongly believe in the potential of 
green growth"



ACIDLOOP achieved significant reduction in industrial 
resource consumption in India (electroplating, powder 
coating, steel rerolling)

“Investment required for installing a new 
compressor/SME was INR 5,70,000. The 
annual energy savings summed up to INR 
7,52,000 resulting in a payback time of 9 
months.”



1. SCP practices by businesses 
and consumers (e.g. SWITCH 
programmes)

2. Enabling policy and regulatory 
frameworks (e.g. SWITCH, 
PAGE, GEC)

3. Green investments (SWITCH, 
investment facilities… EIP?)

2. Priorities and overview of EU programmes on green economy





3. Links to complementary areas of EU international cooperation

• Chemicals and Waste: Key GE sectors; EU support to integrated
approach to sound management of chemicals and waste

• Forests and  biodiversity: Green supply chains, investments in 
timber plantations, TEEB

• Climate change: Energy efficiency…

• ENV mainstreaming, in particular in PSD: higher prospects for 
growth and job creation in green sectors / through green 
practices and in sustainable value chains



4. The SWITCH to Green flagship initiative: 

Key principles driving the flagship development:

GPGC 2014-2020: "The EU will develop multi-dimensional 
programmes to address global issues…

…to avoiding fragmentation
…highlighting and expressing EU key interest and policies
…supporting multi-regional and/or cross-cutting actions
…building alliances of relevant stakeholders
…promoting transformation towards an inclusive green economy
…deliver greater impact, effective management and EU visibility"



Ongoing SWITCH To Green projects and financial allocations

SWITCH Asia EUR 135 M + 120 M

SWITCH Med EUR 23 M

EAP Green EUR 10 M

SWITCH Africa EUR 19M + 20 M

Partnership for Action on Green Economy (PAGE) / 
Green Economy Coalition (GEC)

EUR 11 M

EU - UNEP Strategic Cooperation Agreement (RE / GE / SCP)
• Resource Efficiency and Eco-Innovation
• Sustainable Public Procurement and Eco-labeling,
• International Resource Panel
• Life-cycle approach in international supply chains
• 10 YFP
• GE measurement
• Inquiry into the design of a sustainable financial system
• GE and trade

EUR 15 M (apr.)



Main actions on going:

• Strategy: Paper on EU approach to 
international cooperation on green 
economy under development

• Resources allocated for coordination, 
knowledge, communication: S2G facility

• Coordination: Internal and External

• Quality support: Indicators, projects 
screening

• Ad-hoc measures (e.g. thematic 
evaluation of EU international cooperation 
on SCP)



Further information

• http://www.switchtogreen.eu

(provides with links to the SWITCH regional programmes and other
relevant initiatives)

• Thibaut.portevin@ec.europa.eu

http://www.switchtogreen.eu/
mailto:Thibaut.portevin@ec.europa.eu
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