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7 February 2017 – Brussels, Belgium

Session 3: Mainstreaming – the EU approach



Are we mainstream ?
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Mainstreaming
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‘the process of systematically integrating 
environment and climate change into all 
domains of the EU development 
cooperation to promote specific 
(transposing ideas, influencing policies) 
as well as general development 
outcomes’ (EC)

We need to influence the 
other 94 % :
Agriculture, energy, 
private sector, transport, 
water, 
governance, …
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EU Treaty

New European Consensus

Climate finance commitment: 
20 % of EU spending 2014-2020

Biodiversity finance commitment:
Doubling biodiversity financing to 

developing countries

The case for mainstreaming: 
Strong policy commitments
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The case for mainstreaming: 
Unsustainable development pathways

• A growing ecological footprint
• “Nearly 10 billion people seeking 

by 2050 a European lifestyle 
would require, under present 
production and consumption 
patterns, natural resources of at 
least two Planet Earths.”

• Business as usual is not an 
option



The case for mainstreaming: 
A strong business case

• In low-income countries, natural capital  accounts for 30 % of total wealth, a 
greater share than for produced capital. (In high-income countries, natural 
capital represents 2 % of total wealth (WB, 2011). 

• Addressing environmental degradation and climate change is good for 
business and good for people. The World Economic Forum  (2016): climate 
change is biggest threat to the world economy.

• Addressing the environment and climate change stimulates the green 
economy , advances technology, creates new jobs and provides significant 
health benefits (EEA, 2015). 

• Investment in environmental management generates significant returns, 
much of which benefit poor people -The Economics of Ecosystems and 
Biodiversity (TEEB) 



Mainstreaming: two work flows

Supporting partner countries

Multilateral initiatives 
Examples: The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity 
(TEEB), UN Poverty and Environment Initiative 

EU flagship initiatives
Example: GCCA, B4Life, Switch to Green

Mainstreaming in EU cooperation



Supporting partner countries: multilateral and EU initiatives:
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DEVCO mainstreaming activities
1. Communication activities, engagement with EU Delegations 

(VCs)

2. Develop / share instruments and guidelines (e.g. Guidelines 
2016)

3. Train EU staff, partner country institutions and exchange 
knowledge, 

4. Provide on-demand services to client  (e.g. support for SEAs) 

5. Screen all working documents for the integration of ECC (QSG)

           

1. Raise awareness and understanding 

2. Develop procedures & tools

3. Build Capacities 

4. Technical support

5. Review Action Documents

6. Track and report investment



Mainstreaming in 
EU cooperation
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How to mainstream?
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Mainstreaming: we need you ....

... And we can support you!



Let’s make it happen!

“2015: the year that mainstreaming went mainstream”



Use of human
resources

Thank you 
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