The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics / EU Gender Technical Working Group Minutes of meeting
Date: 29 May 2017

Location: PCBS Office in Ramallah

Participants:
From PCBS: 
· Ola Awad, President of PCBS
· Samar Awaad, Acting Director General International Relations Directorate
· Mustafa Khawaja , Director General of Registers and Statistical Monitoring Directorate
· Mohammad Duraidi, Director of Demographic Statistics Department
· Jumana Muhtaseb, International Relations Officer
From GTWG:

· Jordi Galbe Lopez, Senior Programme Manager “Governance and Gender”, Spanish Cooperation
· Muntaha Aqel, Program Advisor, Norway Representation 

· Maria Ardaji, Programme Manager, Consulate General of Sweden

· Mathilde Christine Boye, Denmark Representation

· Alexandre Ghelew, Programme Manager, Swiss Cooperation Office 
· Sara Dominoni, Gender Programme Officer, Italian Agency for Cooperation and Development

Main points discussed:

· The meeting was opened by Ola Awad, President of PCBS, welcoming the GTWG members, and was followed by an introduction by Italy (as Chair of the GTWG) of the GTWG ToRs and the main reason for calling the meeting. Italy representative explained that the EU Informal Gender Technical Working Group (GTWG) addresses issues of gender to promote harmonization and effectiveness of programmes and activities funded by EU and MS and like-minded donors and implemented by the PA, NGOs and relevant UN agencies in their work in Palestine. The reason of the meeting was for the member of the GTWG to better understand the gender aspects of the ongoing census carried out by PCBS and the function and work of PCBS gender unit, in order to identify areas where support of donors is most needed and synergies with other ongoing programmes.

· Ms Awad gave an overview of the cabinet decree that established a national team on implementing the SDGs agenda in Palestine of which PCBS is a member, by this decree PCBS is the responsible organization for formulation of SDGs indicators as well as providing official data on SDGs in cooperation with national partners. Ms Awad also stressed the importance of PCBS as a purely technical statistical organization and the fact that often data is collected but not deeply analyzed and results used for efficient programming. Often gaps and needs are clearly identified by statistical reports but are not followed by relevant game changing policy and interventions. 

· . 

· Norway and Spain representatives reiterated the work of the GTWG and the lack (for the time being) of a gender related fora at LACS level, as well as a lack a knowledge sharing and representation of MoWA in the LACS structure. Ms. Awad, confirmed that Knowledge and information sharing remains one of the main challenges also for PCBS. Norway reflected on the data collection disaggregated by sex, that doesn’t by itself provide a gender perspective in the analysis.  Sweden also elaborated and raised concerns in regards the needs of data to support the CEDAW implementation process. 
· Mr Mustafa Khawaja, introduced the work of the Gender Department which was established in 1996 and that produces an Annual Gender Statistical Report (produced since 1998). Main sources of data are: the census, administrative data from peer institutions which PCBS supports with capacity development, and surveys (such as the domestic violence survey). 
PCBS also carried out the “Time use survey” twice in 1999-2000 and 2012-13 which is a very complex gender sensitive method of survey that measures the amount of time people spend doing various activities, such as paid work, childcare, volunteering, and socializing. The department also helps in deriving gender indicators from surveys that have different focus. Some efforts were made in the past to find the right set of indicators for the CEDAW and the 1325 Agreement, but it is still ongoing. 

Spain followed on the line presented earlier by Norway and Sweden, noting the effects of the way information is presented.  In order to introduce the areas of main focus, briefly exposed the ambits prioritized by the PA for this first CEDAW reporting exercise, which are based on CEDAW Committee General Recommendations 19, 30 and 31 (GbV, women empowerment and access to justice).  Spain asked about data collecting from registries at Sharia Tribunals and PCBS responds that it is one of the most valuable sources and indeed information is received and included.  Spain underlines that PCBS is not liable for the nature of the data collected, its function is to inform it and indeed the raw data collected during the census is to allow many different types of analysis.  Spain reflected on the fact that the way the information is presented influences its visibility, and hence the chances of responsible institutions to notice them (what is not presented remains invisible).  Looking ahead after completion of first presentation of Official and Shadow reports at Geneva’s CEDAW Committee during early 2018, Spain proposes to consider new ways to present analysis that will produce gender information to be of use for the CEDAW implementation and for gender sector development planning and gender mainstreaming in the rest of sectors at LACS and by stakeholders in general.
· The gender dimension was then discussed, also through specific questions raised by the GTWG, revealing that the census is the 3rd ever carried out in Palestine by PCBS as leading statistical agency in the region. The questionnaire was discussed since 2015 with several partners and stakeholders and especially in coordination with UNFPA and ESCWA. UNSD supported PCBS at technical level for the GIS system as this is the first census carried out with GIS and tablets. At the question on why crucial gender indicators such as polygamy were not included in the questionnaire, PCBS answered that the census tried to encompass as many aspects as possible but cannot encompass everything and choices had to be made in terms of what could be included. Nevertheless, data that is not captured in the census can still be obtained through ad hoc surveys. As of today, the census is still facing a 2 million deficit thus dissemination of results of the census might be delayed.
· PCBS reiterated its commitment towards the gender agenda and suggested to organize a workshop regarding CEDAW indicators where a set of principal indicators could be identified and discussed between the relevant stakeholders.   

NEXT STEPS:

The workshop on CEDAW indicators will be organized by PCBS in coordination with the Italian Agency for Cooperation and Development as EU lead donor in gender and under the framework of the Italian contribution to PCBS which is about to commence.

