[bookmark: _GoBack]Boris Dittrich (1955) grew up in the Netherlands. He first worked as a lawyer in Amsterdam and then as a judge. 
In 1994 Dittrich was elected as a member of the national parliament. In 1994 he proposed same-sex marriage. Dittrich embarked on a long campaign. In 2001 the Netherlands became the first country in the world with marriage equality.  
Dittrich became party leader in 2003 and negotiated a coalition government with the prime-minister and the leader of another political party. Dittrich left Dutch parliament in November 2006 and moved to New York, where he became Advocacy Director of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender (LGBT) Rights Program at Human Rights Watch, in 2007.
Dittrich works on a national and international level to achieve non-discrimination and equal rights for LGBT people. He has worked in places like Russia, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Egypt, Japan, Malaysia, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, New Zealand, Australia, Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, Costa Rica, Suriname, and many countries in Europe.
In New York he co-organized yearly events at the United Nations to celebrate Human Rights Day on December 10. In 2010 and 2012 UN secretary-General Ban Ki Moon gave the opening address. 
In 2006, then Queen Beatrix granted Dittrich Knighthood in the Order of Orange-Nassau for his political work.
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In 2013 Dittrich received the National Jos Brink Award from the Dutch government in The Hague, The Netherlands in attendance of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Ms Navi Pillay.

Since 2013 Dittrich works from HRW’s Berlin office in Germany. 
Dittrich is the author of three novels. The last one, W.O.L.F., a literary thriller, was named the best Dutch thriller of 2016 by the VN Detective and Thriller Guide. 

image1.jpeg




