
1 
 

SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY OF REPORTS ON  BIOFUELS,  
LAND RIGHTS IN AFRICA & GLOBAL LAND GRABBING 

 
by 

  

Robin Palmer 
Mokoro Ltd 

 

1 July 2010 
 
Note: together with a select bibliography of press cuttings, this is part of ongoing 
research which has now been updated. URLs are all functional at today‟s date. 

 
 

CONTENTS 
FAO          3 
GRAIN         5 
SCI-DEV NET        6 
PAMBAZUKA NEWS       7 
IIED          8 
OHCHR (HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS)  9 
IFPRI          10 
INTERNATIONAL LAND COALITION     10 
ODI          11 
WORLD BANK        11 
 
ACTION AID         12 
AEFJN         12 
AFRICAN BIODIVERSITY NETWORK     12 
AFRICAN UNION        12 
BIOFUELS DIGEST       13 
BROOKINGS INSTITUTION      13 
BRUSSELS DEVELOPMENT BRIEFING 9    13 
CHATHAM HOUSE        13 
CHRISTIAN AID        13 
CIRAD         13 
CREPE         13 
DOVE BIOTECH        13 
DEVELOPMENT POLICY REVIEW NETWORK   13 
EMERGENT ASSET       14 
FIAN          14 
FORUM FOR ENVIRONMENT      14 
FRIENDS OF THE EARTH INTERNATIONAL    14 
GAIA FOUNDATION       14 
GERMAN GOVERNMENT       14 
GLOBAL DONOR PLATFORM FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT 14 
GLOBAL FOREST COALITION      15 
GTZ          15 
GULF RESEARCH CENTER      15 



2 
 

HEINRICH BOLL STIFTUNG      15 
HOUSE OF COMMONS       15 
IAASTD         15 
ICRISAT         15 
IFAD          16 
INSTITUTE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND BUSINESS   16 
INTERNATIONAL FORUM ON GLOBALIZATION &  

INSTITUTE FOR POLICY STUDIES    16 
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR SUSTAINABLE  

DEVELOPMENT       16 
IUCN          16 
INTERNATIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE  16 
JAPANESE GOVERNMENT      16 
JUSTICA AMBIENTAL & UNIAO NACIONAL DE CAMPONESES 16 
LRAN          17 
LUND UNIVERSITY       17 
MOKORO         17 
NORDIC AFRICA INSTITUTE      17 
OAKLAND INSTITUTE       17 
ODDO SECURITIES       17 
OECD          17 
OPERA         18 
OXFAM GB / INTERNATIONAL      18 
OXFAM NOVIB        19 
RED PEPPER        19 
RHVP          19 
RIGHTS AND RESOURCES INITIATIVE    19 
THE ROYAL SOCIETY       19 
RURAL 21         19 
SDC (SWISS)        19 
SOS SAHEL         19 
TERRA NULLIUS        20 
3D          20 
UNCTAD         20 
UN DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC & SOCIAL AFFAIRS  20 
UN-ENERGY        20 
UNEP          20 
US DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE     20 
WELTHUNGERHILFE       20 
WOODROW WILSON CENTER      20 
WWF          21 
 
JOURNAL ARTICLES       21 



3 
 

FAO 
Principles for Responsible Agricultural Investment that Respects Rights, Livelihoods 
and Resources (Extended Version), FAO, IFAD, UNCTAD and World Bank Group, 
25 January 2010 
http://www.donorplatform.org/component/option,com_docman/task,doc_view/gid,1280 
 
Principles for Responsible Agricultural Investment that Respects Rights, Livelihoods 
and Resources (Abridged Version), FAO, IFAD, UNCTAD and World Bank Group, 
25 January 2010 
http://www.donorplatform.org/component/option,com_docman/task,doc_view/gid,1279 

 
FSN Forum Discussion No.44 – Land grab or development opportunity?, 29 
September – 20 October 2009, 13 December 2009 
http://farmlandgrab.org/9723/print/ 

 
Feeding the world in 2050, World Summit on Food Security, Rome, 16-18 November 
2009 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/meeting/018/k6021e.pdf 

 
Foreign direct investment – win-win or land grab?, World Summit on Food Security, 
Rome, 16-18 November 2009 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/meeting/018/k6358e.pdf 

Global Governance of food security, World Summit on Food Security, Rome, 16-18 
November 2009 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/meeting/018/k6367e.pdf 

  
The investment imperative, World Summit on Food Security, Rome, 16-18 
November 2009 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/meeting/018/k5986e.pdf 

 
New challenges: climate change and bioenergy, World Summit on Food Security, 
Rome, 16-18 November 2009 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/meeting/018/k5987e.pdf 

 
Sub-Saharan Africa – realizing the potential, World Summit on Food Security, Rome, 
16-18 November 2009 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/meeting/018/k5985e.pdf 

 
Asia Regional Assessment for the FAO Voluntary Guidelines on responsible 
governance of tenure of land and other natural resources”, Hanoi, Vietnam, 19-21 
October 2009 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/012/ak802e/ak802e00.pdf 

 
The special challenge for sub-Saharan Africa, 12-13 October 2009 
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/wsfs/docs/Issues_papers/HLEF2050_Africa.pdf 

 
Southern Africa Regional Assessment for the FAO Voluntary Guidelines on 
responsible governance of tenure of land and other natural resources, Windhoek, 
Namibia, 28-30 September 2009 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/012/ak582e/ak582e00.pdf 
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Making Sustainable Biofuels work for Smallholder Farmers and Rural Households: 
Issues and Prospects, June 2009 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/i0891e/i0891e00.pdf 

 
From Land Grab to Win-Win, Economic and Social Perspectives, Policy Brief 4, June 
2009 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/ak357e/ak357e00.pdf 

 
Foreign Investment in Developing Country Agriculture – The Emerging Role of 
Private Sector Finance, Patrick E. McNellis, Commodity and Trade Policy Research 
Working Paper, 28, June 2009 
http://www.fao.org/es/esc/common/ecg/612/en/mcnellis.pdf 

 
International Investments in Agricultural Production, David Hallam, 5 May 2009 
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/em2009/docs/Hallam.pdf 

 
Towards voluntary guidelines on responsible governance of tenure of land and other 
natural resources, Land Tenure Working Paper 10, Discussion Paper, January 2009 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/ak374e/ak374e00.pdf 

 
Voluntary guidelines for good governance in land and natural resource tenure: 
issues from an international institutional perspective, Land Tenure Working Paper 9, 
January 2009 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/ak281e/ak281e00.pdf 

 
Voluntary guidelines for good governance in land and natural resource tenure: civil 
society perspectives, Land Tenure Working Paper 8, January 2009 
 ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/ak280e/ak280e00.pdf 

 
Small-Scale Bioenergy Initiatives: Brief description and preliminary lessons on 
livelihood impacts from case studies in Asia, Latin America and Africa, January 2009 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/aj991e/aj991e.pdf 

 
Gender and Equity Issues in Liquid Biofuels Production. Minimizing the Risks to 
Maximize the Opportunities, April 2008 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/010/ai503e/ai503e00.pdf 

 
Making sure that biofuel development benefits small farmers and communities, 
Olivier Dubois, 2008 
http://www.fao.org/docrep/011/i0440e/i0440e05.htm 

 
The State of Food and Agriculture: Biofuels, prospects, risks and opportunities, 2008 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/i0100e/i0100e.pdf 

 
Bioenergy and Land Tenure. The Implications of Biofuels for Land Tenure and Land 
Policy, Lorenzo Cotula, Nat Dyer & Sonja Vermeulen, Land Tenure Working Paper 
Working Paper 1, 2008 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/aj224e/aj224e00.pdf 

 
FAO sees major shift to bioenergy: Pressure building for switch to biofuels, 25 April 
2006 
http://www.fao.org/newsroom/en/news/2006/1000282/index.html 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/i0891e/i0891e00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/ak357e/ak357e00.pdf
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http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/em2009/docs/Hallam.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/ak374e/ak374e00.pdf
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ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/aj991e/aj991e.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/010/ai503e/ai503e00.pdf
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GRAIN 
Food crisis and the global land grab 
http://farmlandgrab.org/ 

 
The World Bank in the hot seat, 4 May 2010 
http://www.grain.org/articles/index.cfm?id=64&print=yes# 

 
Global uprising against land grabbing, 22 April 2010 
http://www.grain.org/nfg/index.cfm?id=731&print=yes# 

 
„The US‟s Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) Turning African farmland over to 
big business‟, Seedling, April 2010, 2-11 
http://www.grain.org/seedling_files/seed-10-04-1.pdf 

 
Land grabs threaten Anuak: GRAIN interviews Nyikaw Ochalla, Seedling, April 2010 
http://www.grain.org/seedling/index.cfm?id=680&print=yes# 

 
Stop Land Grabbing Now!, April 2010 
http://www.grain.org/o/?id=102 

 
„Africa‟s land and family farms – up for grabs?‟, Joan Baxter, Seedling, January 
2010, 12-16 
http://www.grain.org/seedling_files/seed-10-01-2.pdf 

 
„Farmers and social movements say no to land grabbing‟, 13 November 2009 
http://www.grain.org/m/?id=268# 

 
Land grabbing and the global food crisis, November 2009 
http://www.grain.org/o_files/landgrabbing-presentation-11-2009.pdf 

 
„The new farm owners. Corporate investors lead the rush for control over overseas 
farmland‟, Against the Grain, October 2009 
http://www.grain.org/articles_files/atg-22-en.pdf 

 
Table listing corporate investors, October 2009 
http://www.grain.org/front_files/New-farm-owners-2009-table.pdf 

 
„CGIAR joins global farmland grab‟, Against the Grain, September 2009 
http://www.grain.org/articles_files/atg-21-en.pdf 

 
„Rice land grabs undermine food sovereignty in Africa‟, Against the Grain, January 
2009 
http://www.grain.org/articles_files/atg-19-en.pdf 

 
Seized! The 2008 land grab for food and financial security, Briefing, October 2008 
http://www.grain.org/briefings_files/landgrab-2008-en.pdf 

 
The 2008 land grabbers for food and financial security, Briefing Annex, October 2008 
http://www.grain.org/m/?id=215 

 
„Making a killing from hunger‟, Against the Grain, April 2008 
http://www.grain.org/articles_files/atg-16-en.pdf 
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“Fuel”ling Concerns, 4 December 2007 
http://www.grain.org/agrofuels/index.cfm?india2007&print=yes 

 
„Agrofuels special issue‟, Seedling, July 2007 
http://www.grain.org/seedling_files/seed-07-07-en.pdf 

  
„Stop the agrofuel craze!‟, Seedling, July 2007, 2-9 
http://www.grain.org/seedling_files/seed-07-07-2-en.pdf 

 
„Corporate power – Agrofuels and the expansion of agribusiness‟, Seedling, July 
2007, 10-15  
http://www.grain.org/seedling_files/seed-07-07-3-en.pdf 

 
„Agrofuels in Asia‟, Seedling, July 2007, 25-33 
http://www.grain.org/seedling_files/seed-07-07-4-en.pdf 

 
„The new scramble for Africa‟, Seedling, July 2007, 36-45  
http://www.grain.org/seedling_files/seed-07-07-6-en.pdf 

 
„Latin American voices – Joao Pedro Stedile, Max Thomet, Norma Giarraca, Germán 
Velez‟, Seedling, July 2007, 46-50 
http://www.grain.org/seedling_files/seed-07-07-7-en.pdf 

 
„Soya nexus in South America‟, Seedling, July 2007, 51-5 
http://www.grain.org/seedling_files/seed-07-07-7-5-en.pdf 

 
 

SCI-DEV NET 
Biofuels 
http://www.scidev.net/en/climate-change-and-energy/biofuels/ 

 
Biofuels from algae plagued with problems, says review, Wagdy Sawahel, 7 May 
2010 
http://www.scidev.net/en/news/biofuels-from-algae-plagued-with-problems-says-review-1.html 

 
Are new biofuels the ethical answer?, Joyce Tait & Banji Oyelaran-Oyeyinka, 10 
March 2010 
http://www.scidev.net/en/opinions/are-new-biofuels-the-ethical-answer-.html 

 
„World needs sophisticated biofuel approach, urges report‟, Naomi Antony, 20 
October 2009 
http://www.scidev.net/en/climate-change-and-energy/biofuels/news/world-needs-sophisticated-
biofuel-approach-urges-report.html 

 
„Is the sun setting on jatropha‟s biofuel promise?‟, Nature, 1 October 2009 
http://www.scidev.net/en/features/is-the-sun-setting-on-jatropha-s-biofuel-promise-.html 

 
„Take biofuel crops off the land and grow them at sea‟, Ricardo Radulovich, 6 June 
2008  
http://www.scidev.net/en/climate-change-and-energy/biofuels/opinions/take-biofuel-crops-off-the-land-
and-grow-them-at-s.html 

 
„Biofuels: Let‟s look before we leap‟, David Dickson, 6 December 2007 

http://www.grain.org/agrofuels/index.cfm?india2007&print=yes
http://www.grain.org/seedling_files/seed-07-07-en.pdf
http://www.grain.org/seedling_files/seed-07-07-2-en.pdf
http://www.grain.org/seedling_files/seed-07-07-3-en.pdf
http://www.grain.org/seedling_files/seed-07-07-4-en.pdf
http://www.grain.org/seedling_files/seed-07-07-6-en.pdf
http://www.grain.org/seedling_files/seed-07-07-7-en.pdf
http://www.grain.org/seedling_files/seed-07-07-7-5-en.pdf
http://www.scidev.net/en/climate-change-and-energy/biofuels/
http://www.scidev.net/en/news/biofuels-from-algae-plagued-with-problems-says-review-1.html
http://www.scidev.net/en/opinions/are-new-biofuels-the-ethical-answer-.html
http://www.scidev.net/en/climate-change-and-energy/biofuels/news/world-needs-sophisticated-biofuel-approach-urges-report.html
http://www.scidev.net/en/climate-change-and-energy/biofuels/news/world-needs-sophisticated-biofuel-approach-urges-report.html
http://www.scidev.net/en/features/is-the-sun-setting-on-jatropha-s-biofuel-promise-.html
http://www.scidev.net/en/climate-change-and-energy/biofuels/opinions/take-biofuel-crops-off-the-land-and-grow-them-at-s.html
http://www.scidev.net/en/climate-change-and-energy/biofuels/opinions/take-biofuel-crops-off-the-land-and-grow-them-at-s.html
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http://www.scidev.net/en/climate-change-and-energy/biofuels/editorials/biofuels-lets-look-before-we-
leap.html 

 
„Research needed to cut risks to biofuel farmers‟, William Dar, 6 December 2007 
http://www.scidev.net/en/climate-change-and-energy/biofuels/opinions/research-needed-to-cut-risks-
to-biofuel-farmers.html 

 
„Biofuel revolution threatens food security for the poor‟, Siwa Msangi, 6 December 
2007 
http://www.scidev.net/en/opinions/biofuel-revolution-threatens-food-security-for-the.html 

 
„Building on biofuel production opportunities‟, Maureen Wilson, 6 December 2007 
http://www.scidev.net/en/opinions/building-on-biofuel-production-opportunities.html 

 
„Sugarcane ethanol: Brazil‟s biofuel success‟, Carla Almeida, 6 December 2007 
http://www.scidev.net/en/features/sugarcane-ethanol-brazils-biofuel-success.html 

 
„Biofuels: benefits and risks for developing countries‟, S. Arungu-Olende, 5 
December 2007 
http://www.scidev.net/en/opinions/biofuels-benefits-and-risks-for-developing-countr.html 

 
„Biofuel: Africa‟s new oil?‟, Kimani Chege, 5 December 2007 
http://www.scidev.net/en/features/biofuel-africas-new-oil.html 

 
„Mexican President vetoes biofuel law‟, Arturo Barba, 13 September 2007 
http://www.scidev.net/en/news/mexican-president-vetoes-biofuel-law.html 

 
„Biofuel crops could drain developing world dry‟, Charlotte de Fraiture, 10 May 2007 
http://www.scidev.net/en/opinions/biofuel-crops-could-drain-developing-world-dry.html 
 

 
PAMBAZUKA NEWS 

„Land investments are wholesale sell-outs for women farmers‟, Nidhi Tandon, 3 June 
2010 
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/64921/print 

 
„Land rush‟ as threats to food security intensify, Mae-Wan Ho, 13 May 2010 
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/comment/64403/print 

 
Protecting investors, but what about the people? Dissecting the contradictions of 
agricultural investment in Sierra Leone, Joan Baxter, 6 May 2010 
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/64224/print 

 
26th FAO Regional Conference for Africa. Civil Society Parallel Declaration in 
Luanda, 4 May 2010 
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/socialmovements/64253/print 

 
The South Africa-Congo concession: Exploitation or salvation?, Khadija Sharife, 7 
January 2010 
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/61251/print 

 
Land grabs: Africa‟s new „resource curse‟?, Khadija Sharife, 26 November 2009 
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/60526/print 

http://www.scidev.net/en/climate-change-and-energy/biofuels/editorials/biofuels-lets-look-before-we-leap.html
http://www.scidev.net/en/climate-change-and-energy/biofuels/editorials/biofuels-lets-look-before-we-leap.html
http://www.scidev.net/en/climate-change-and-energy/biofuels/opinions/research-needed-to-cut-risks-to-biofuel-farmers.html
http://www.scidev.net/en/climate-change-and-energy/biofuels/opinions/research-needed-to-cut-risks-to-biofuel-farmers.html
http://www.scidev.net/en/opinions/biofuel-revolution-threatens-food-security-for-the.html
http://www.scidev.net/en/opinions/building-on-biofuel-production-opportunities.html
http://www.scidev.net/en/features/sugarcane-ethanol-brazils-biofuel-success.html
http://www.scidev.net/en/opinions/biofuels-benefits-and-risks-for-developing-countr.html
http://www.scidev.net/en/features/biofuel-africas-new-oil.html
http://www.scidev.net/en/news/mexican-president-vetoes-biofuel-law.html
http://www.scidev.net/en/opinions/biofuel-crops-could-drain-developing-world-dry.html
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/64921/print
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/comment/64403/print
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/64224/print
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/socialmovements/64253/print
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/61251/print
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/60526/print


8 
 

 
Realising the right to food. Contribution of the World Summit on Food Security, 
Olivier De Schutter, 26 November 2009 
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/60524/print 

 
„Large scale land acquisitions, climate change, and urbanisation‟, Laura Hughston, 
12 November 2009 
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/land/60194/print 

 
„Profits before people: The great African liquidation sale‟, Joan Baxter, 5 November 
2009 

http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/60010/print 

 
„Land-grabbing in Africa: The why and the how‟, Nikolaj Nielsen, 7 October 2009 
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/59291/print 

 
„Land grabs: Another scramble for Africa‟, Ama Biney, 17 September 2009 
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/58809/print 

 
„Africa and the global food crisis‟, Olivier De Schutter, 3 September 2009  
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/58469/print 

 
„Biofuels and neo-colonialism‟, Seif Madoffe, Salim Maliondo, Faustin Maganga, 
Elifuraha Mtalo, Fred Midtgaard & Ian Bryceson, 4 June 2009 
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/56727 

 
„Food sovereignty: A new model for a human right – Via Campesina and Friends of 
the Earth International‟, 14 May 2009 
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/comment/56270 

 
„China and the great global landgrab‟, Stephen Marks, 11 December 2008 
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/africa_china/52635/print 

 
„Agrofuels – „New Revolution‟ or another scramble for Africa?‟, Trusha Reddy, 13 
September 2007 
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/comment/43272 

 
 

IIED 
Investment contracts and sustainable development. How to make fairer and more 
sustainable natural resource investments, Lorenzo Cotula, April 2010 
http://www.iied.org/pubs/pdfs/17507IIED.pdf 
 
Biofuels, land access and rural livelihoods in Tanzania, Emmanuel Sulle and Fred 
Nelson, December 2009 
http://www.iied.org/pubs/pdfs/12560IIED.pdf 

 
Biofuels in Africa: growing small-scale opportunities, Briefing, Sonia Vermeulen, 
Emmanuel Sulle and Swan Fauveaud, November 2009 
http://www.iied.org/pubs/pdfs/17059IIED.pdf 

 

http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/60524/print
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/land/60194/print
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/60010/print
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/59291/print
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/58809/print
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/58469/print
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/56727
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/comment/56270
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/africa_china/52635/print
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/comment/43272
http://www.iied.org/pubs/pdfs/17507IIED.pdf
http://www.iied.org/pubs/pdfs/12560IIED.pdf
http://www.iied.org/pubs/pdfs/17059IIED.pdf


9 
 

„Land grabs‟ in Africa: can the deals work for development?, Lorenzo Cotula and 
Sonja Vermeulen, Briefing, September 2009  
http://www.iied.org/pubs/pdfs/17069IIED.pdf 

 
Land grab or development opportunity? Agricultural investment and international 
land deals in Africa, Lorenzo Cotula, Sonja Vermeulen, Rebeca Leonard & James 
Keeley, June 2009 
http://www.iied.org/pubs/pdfs/12561IIED.pdf 

   
„Biofuels – a polarised debate?‟ Lorenzo Cotula, Haramata, 54, March 2009, 12 
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http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/122268929/abstract?CRETRY=1&SRETRY=0 

 
Investing Across Borders Project [includes „accessing land‟], January 2009 
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http://www.actionaid.org.uk/doc_lib/meals_per_gallon_final.pdf 

 
Food, Farmers and Fuel: Balancing Global Grain and Energy Policies with 
Sustainable Land Use, November 2008 
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http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/advocacy/64066/print 

 
Biochar Land Grabbing: the impacts on Africa, The African Biodiversity Network, 
Biofuelwatch and the Gaia Foundation, November 2009 
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